
Hambleden VALLEYHambleden VALLEY

 
 

 
£2.00
Aug 2026



In This Issue
Group Letter	 1
Group Notes	 4
Wildlife	 11
From the Registers	 14
Calendar	 15
Hambleden	 17
Frieth	 18
Fingest 	 22
Classified Advertisements	 24
Church and Village Activities 
and Contacts 	 26

Weekday Services

Wednesday - 9.30am, Zoom 

Daily Prayer  - 10.15am, Holy 

Communion, Turville

Emergencies:

If you are unable to contact the Group 

Priests, please get in touch with your 

churchwarden. (see pages 26 and 27)

All contributions are welcome, to the  
Editor, Penny McLeish 
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

3 Abbey Cottages, Ferry Lane, 
Medmenham SL7 2HB 
Telephone 01491 571288

Please keep articles within 350 words. Copy 
deadline is 15th of the month.
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pay by bank transfer to the account 

‘Hambleden Valley Group of Churches 
Executive Committee’. 

Account 70439002. 

Sort Code 20-39-53. 

As reference show your name and 
location. eg. WSmith/Hambleden 

OR a cheque payable to Hambleden 
Valley Group of Churches Executive 
Committee or in cash and hand to your 
magazine distributor (see page 27 for list).
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Group Letter

I write this in the middle of an unprecedented hot and sunny summer! Will August continue 
this meteorological theme or let us down with the common summer holiday experience of cool 
weather and plenty of rain showers?

In July I have heard some say “Why travel abroad for the sun when the weather is so glorious 
here? Isn’t this the perfect place for a holiday?” And certainly, as I cycle the lanes of the valley, 
especially in the cool of the early morning, in the shade of the leafy trees, my heart is gladdened 
by all the beauty of the area. And with the schools out, August is the month of maximum events, 
entertainment, concerts, and things to do. Truly this area is a great holiday destination!

But it is also good to get away. Staying in the same place as your work prevents a level of letting 
go. You cannot look around the house without seeing DIY jobs crying out for attention, and it 
is hard to rest in a verdant garden that guilt-trips you with its many outstanding needs. Getting 
away is the annual version of the Sabbath of rest that God commanded us to have once a week, 
a break from work. Clergy are required to take 2 weeks’ leave as we are very poor at switching 
off. In Ecclesiastes 3, a popular passage for both weddings and funerals, God reminds us that 
there is a time for everything. In particular, ‘a time for picking up and a time for laying down’. 
I interpret the laying down as a time to halt the usual pace of life and (even if not literally to lay 
down!), at least to stop doing that which we do the rest of the year.

Commonly, people head abroad for guaranteed warm and sunny weather, but this year it is  
on our doorstep. There may be some who wished to travel abroad for somewhere cooler!  

Yet it is right that if the weather holds, there is really no need to 
travel to a foreign country: there is so much to do here in the 
UK. And although some travel would be involved, it need not 
break the bank. Tents provide the cheapest accommodation 
away, but old school friends or favourite cousins can also provide 
great company and free accommodation. We must remember,  
though, not to abuse their hospitality - always offer to do the 
washing up! So, if you have no break planned in August, or at 
some other point, do consider treating your mind, body, and spirit 
to a ‘laying down’. 

Andy

GROUP LETTER

Booklets • Brochures • Magazines •Leaflets • Business Cards • Letterheads 

Banners • Posters • Pull up Banners
Design • Print • Copying • Office Supplies • Plan Printing

FAST, LOCAL, PERSONAL SERVICE
Caxton House, 1 Station Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1AD 

T: 01491 419429    E: henley@higgsgroup.co.uk    W: www.higgsprinting.co.uk
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The Outhouse • Yewden Farm • Mill End • Hambleden • OXON • 
��9 6�� 

Mobile: 07765408628 • tel: 01491 571 770 • 
robert@hilroconstruction.co.uk • www.hilroconstruction.co.uk  
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LUCINDA
       ELLISH E A R I N G 
S C R E E N I N G
&  T E S T I N G

LUCINDA
       ELLISH E A R I N G 
S C R E E N I N G
&  T E S T I N G

BLOCKED EARS?
Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with 
over 20 years experience. Now providing 

a home service for Earwax Removal.  
Let her visit you in your own home to help 

relieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

Full PPE equipment used to comply with 
recommended Covid safety measures. 

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk
07795 268866
facebook.com/blockedear  
instagram.com/blocked_ear

The Outhouse • Yewden Farm • Mill End • Hambleden • OXON • 
��9 6�� 

Mobile: 07765408628 • tel: 01491 571 770 • 
robert@hilroconstruction.co.uk • www.hilroconstruction.co.uk  

The Outhouse • Yewden Farm • Mill End • Hambleden • OXON • RG9 6RJ
Mobile: 07765408628 • Tel: 01491 571 770

• robert@hilroconstruction.co.uk • www.hilroconstruction.co.uk 
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Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616

• Loose Covers • Curtains• 
• Re-Upholstery • Tracks and Poles •

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 • Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
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G M PAGE 
FURNITURE RESTORATION

ALL ASPECTS OF FURNITURE RESTORATION
UNDERTAKEN, BOTH ANTIQUE AND MODERN

 D I N I N G  T A B L E S  R E F I N I S H E D
 F R E N C H  P O L I S H I N G  A N D  M O D E R N  F I N I S H E S
 R E - U P H O L S T E R Y
 C A N E  A N D  R U S H  W O R K
 S P E C I A L I S T  V E N E E R  R E PA I R S
 D E S K S  R E - L E A T H E R E D
 
 I N S U R A N C E  W O R K  U N D E R T A K E N

T E L E P H O N E :  0 1 4 9 4  5 1 1 2 3 4
M O B I L E :  0 7 7 5 4 5 3 3 1 2 8

E M A I L :  p a g e 1 8 3 0 @ a o l . c o m
W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

EST. 1988

W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

Untitled-1   1 09/10/2017   22:17
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Our Luxury Design auctions feature 
fine jewellery, silver & designer 
handbags | Contact us to consign to 
the next auction  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Late Art Deco double diamond clip brooch | Sold for £3,125 
www.thepedestal.com | +44 (0)1491 522733 | valuations@thepedestal.com 
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The perfect venue in the 
middle of the beautiful 
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen 
facilities, patio, WiFi,  

hearing loop, parking. 
Hire by the hour or 

by session.  

 

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or  
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org    visit  www.hambledenvillagehall.org

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE STORES
 & POST OFFICE

L o c a l  A r t i s a n  P r o d u c e  -  F r e s h l y  G r o u n d  C o f f e e  &  T e a s
F i l l e d  R o l l s  &  T o a s t i e s  -  H o m e m a d e  S a u s a g e  R o l l s

O r g a n i c  C a k e s  -  F r e s h  B r e a d  &  P a s t r i e s  -  I c e  C r e a m s  
S e a t i n g  A r e a  -  P o s t  O f f i c e

58  The Village. Hambleden. info@hambledenvillagestores.com. 01491 571201

 
 

T h a t  g r o o v y  l i t t l e  s t o r e !
A l l  l o c a l l y  s o u r c e d  a n d  m a d e  w i t h  l o v e !

Mon - Sat 8am - 5pm
Sun 8.30am-4pm

GROUP NOTES

Continued on page 7

Prayer for our new Associate Priest 
(closing date 31.7.26 and interview 3.9.26)

Loving God.

Guide us as we prayerfully seek to discern the right person to serve as our Associate Priest.

Be at the centre of all our conversations and decisions. Open our hearts to the leading of Your  
Holy Spirit.

Reveal to us the person whom You are calling. Help us to trust in Your Love and in Your provision for 
all that we need.

We lift these prayers to You in Jesus name.

Amen

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group

resistance: to love, forgiveness and justice, feels 
vital for us all and especially our children. 
I am so grateful to be working with the Church 
Sandwich team who are brilliant in different 
and complementary ways, and for Rev Andy 
who is our foundational rock. Please join us in 
September when Church Sandwich holds its 
family service at St Mary’s in Hambleden. 

Alice Bragg

Community Matters report
As the summer holidays approach, the 
Community Centre in Lane End will be putting 
on a playscheme for a week offering children 
many fun-filled activities, sports, creative crafts, 
as well as providing lunch and taking the children 
on outings. We are so pleased to be able to offer 
to pay for some of the children from the families 
we support to attend this scheme; none of whom 
will be able to afford to go away on holiday.

Medmenham Church Sandwich

The ‘Church Sandwich’ family service in July 
was a roaring success, with the children reading 
the Parable of the Wise Builder who builds 
his house on firm foundations, a lesson for our 
faith. After some excellent reading, the children 
interpreted the song Cornerstone in movement 
and dance, using dressing-up to great effect: from 
lions to darkness; faithfulness to mighty storms 
- the lyrics became a dynamic affirmation of 
foundational love and faith in Jesus Christ. 
The children then made houses using both 
Montessori building squares and paper. During 
the subsequent rendition of The Man who 
Built his House upon the Rocks the children 
demonstrated the real-life application of the 
Parable, as the bricks were hard to demolish 
whereas paper houses went ‘Splat’! 
It is such a pleasure for me to see Church 
Sandwich evolving and growing in strength. 
In a world where so much evil exists, a path of 
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Discover Rackleys Chiltern Hills. Dating back to the 1700’s, the name Rackleys honours it’s first 
tenant farmer. Our privately owned venue has been lovingly resorted to an impeccable standard.  
A hidden gem in the Chiltern Hills with sweeping views across the countryside, it is the perfect 

place for anyone looking for an exclusive use, private country venue.  

Rackleys Chiltern Hills, Marlow Road, Cadmore End, HP14 3PP  
01494 412 515 or hello@rackleys.co.uk  

“The venue itself is simply stunning. The beautiful surroundings and elegant spaces 
created the most magical backdrop for our wedding. It truly made the day feel special 

and unforgettable.” 
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GROUP NOTES

Recently we have bought another set of bedding 
for the children of the refugee family in Lane 
End; until now they only had one set each. We 
have also been able to buy a second-hand settee 
for another family who had no seating for their 
children in their living room. On these occasions 
whilst we pay for the item, where appropriate, 
we ask the family to make a donation towards 
it however small, it gives them a sense of dignity 
which is often lacking in the situation they are in.
We continue to support those who have complex 
medical needs that require attendance at hospitals 
in London or Oxford where transport costs can 
be an added worry.
Our thanks as always go to all who donate 
financially or through our food bank, please 
continue especially with the food/household items; 
as the holiday from school approaches and the 
children will not have regular school meals so the 
demand from home supplies will be much greater.
We wish you all a happy and, hopefully, not too 
hot a summer!

Judy Taylor

Celebrating Our 20th Charity Run! 

What an incredible milestone, one of our most 
successful events! With glorious sunshine from 
start to finish, it was a wonderfully warm day. 
Thankfully, the beautiful Chiltern woodlands 
and shady tree-lined tracks provided welcome 
relief as our convoy travelled across some of 
the most spectacular countryside in the region. 
The unique nature of our event—with around 
80% of the route off-road—is what makes it so 
special. Thanks to the continued generosity of 
our landowners, participants enjoy breathtaking 
views across the Chiltern Hills that simply couldn’t 
be experienced on an ordinary road run. 
We are absolutely delighted to announce we 
raised an amazing £8,762.15 in aid of the 
Thames Valley Air Ambulance. This fantastic 

total is a reflection of everyone’s generosity— 
from shaking buckets in the High Street at  
Lane End, to the many drivers and families  
who secured individual sponsorship, and 
everyone who donated along the way. The team 
at Thames Valley Air Ambulance told us that 
our tractor run is one of the highlights of their 
fundraising calendar. 
This year we welcomed 66 vintage tractors, 
many pulling trailers packed with families, friends 
and, of course, plenty of four-legged passengers! 
It was wonderful to see so many familiar faces 
alongside new participants, all enjoying a relaxed 
day in beautiful surroundings. As always, the 
feedback from drivers and their families has 
been overwhelmingly positive, with many 
commenting on the friendly atmosphere and the 
excellent volunteer teams that makes this event 
so enjoyable year after year. 
A huge thank you goes to Rev Pam Gordon, 
who gave a wonderful and heartfelt blessing of 
the tractors before the start. Although this was her 
very first tractor run, she embraced the occasion 
beautifully and helped make the start of the day 
even more memorable. 
We are incredibly grateful to Lady Judy McAlpine 
for once again allowing us to use the magnificent 
Fawley Hill Estate as our lunchtime venue.  
Many participants also enjoyed travelling on the 
vintage diesel railway, thanks to the dedicated 
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GROUP NOTES

Continued on page 11

(RWNYC) in Nottingham and it was honestly 
one of the BEST DAYS EVER!!! Yes... 5:45 
IN THE MORNING.  We met at White 
Waltham Airfield while it was basically still 
nighttime.  Did everyone stand around looking 
sleepy? Absolutely not. We immediately started 
playing tag around the massive car park while 
waiting for the legendary Fun Bus.  Was it 
worth it? 1000000%. This year was our 10th 
anniversary as Bucks & Berks Young Ringers, 
so we took 15 young ringers (aged 9–18) to 
Nottingham. We had two teams:
The Swans (6-bell Method)
The Cygnets (8-bell Call Changes)
SIX people were doing their first-ever national 
competition! We don’t do any weird elitist stuff 
either. If you can safely handle a bell, you’re 
welcome, and everyone gets a chance to 
lead. One of the funest parts of the day was tower 
grabbing—seeing how many different towers 
we could ring at.  The Swans rang tiny bells at 
Bramcote (“They feel like toys!”). The Cygnets 
nailed their contest piece with hardly any mistakes, 
then sprinted to Greggs for the fastest lunch ever 
before climbing Bulwell’s ridiculously steep 
steps.  Leg day completed.  Later we all met 
in Nottingham city centre.  At St Peter’s I rang 
the 10th, 11th and 12th bells—the biggest I’ve 
ever rung. It felt like trying to control an actual 
beast.  Then at St Mary’s we rang a bell that 
weighs  MORE THAN A TON!  You could 
actually feel the floor shaking. There was also a 
cameraman somehow doing parkour up the walls 
to get photos of us. Absolute legend. Then came 
the results...
The Swans won THIRD PLACE in the 6-bell 
Method Contest!

volunteer train crews who gave everyone the 
opportunity to experience this remarkably 
bonkers estate from a different perspective. Our 
thanks also go to Roy, the Estate Manager, for 
leading us on the fascinating tour through the 
animal park on the afternoon departure leg, 
adding yet another unique experience to an 
already unforgettable day. 
One of the highlights mentioned time and again 
was the exceptional catering provided entirely 
by our amazing volunteer team. From delicious 
bacon butties, tea and coffee at registration, 
through to the superb lunchtime BBQ featuring 
Lacey’s burgers and sausages and an incredible 
variety of homemade cakes, there was something 
for everyone. Several participants commented 
that it was the best spread they had ever seen at a 
volunteer-run charity event. 
Our sincere thanks go to our outstanding 
marshals, whose professionalism and dedication 
ensured drivers stayed safely on route throughout 
the day. Even when a few tractors experienced 
mechanical problems, it was fantastic to see 
drivers helping one another with repairs and 
technical support so that everyone reached either 
the lunch stop or the finish safely. 
We look forward to seeing you again next year, 
our 21st Anniversary! Sunday 23rd May 2027.

Gary Anderson

Nottingham, Robin Hood, medals...  
and the best day ever!!!

School’s out for summer... so why are you 
on your phone when you could be riding a 
PARTY BUS, winning medals and ringing 
bells bigger than your car!?  Everyone thinks 
bellringing is just old people pulling ropes quietly 
in churches, WRONG.  This weekend we went 
to the Ringing World National Youth Contest 

24 2524 25

Protecting your wealth and loved ones
• Everyone should have a Will, but 2 out of 3 people have not yet made one, and those that 

have may not have the correct Will in place.

• If you own a business or a share of a business, your spouse/partner and children may not 
necessarily inherit your share.

• An estimated 70,000 people per year have to sell their homes to pay for care.

• Effective planning can also protect the inheritance of future generations from divorce or 
separation settlements. 

• By setting up lasting powers of attorney you can rest assured that your finances and 
personal welfare are in safe hands. 

In association with Countrywide Tax & Trust Corporation Limited, I provide 
a professional, tailor-made service to help individuals to safeguard assets, 

regardless of their value and protect their loved ones.

My decision to get involved in Wills and Estate Planning was a result of personal experience. I 
learnt first-hand how unpreparedness adds to the stress of dealing with long-term illness and 
death. Get in touch for advice that can guide you to make informed decisions that suit your 
needs.

Visit www.personalestateplanning.co.uk for further information.
Judy Bonfanti, FCCA, STEP Affiliate       judy.bonfanti@hotmail.com      0781 0642 505

Do you
struggle with
your mobility
or balance? 

Are you
getting 
over an

operation?

Are you
getting stiffer

and losing
flexibility?

Or just worried
about aches
and pains?

We are open 7 days a week with free parking

at the Henley Rugby Club.

Call 01491 598043 or book online at

physiolistic.co.uk

Dry Leas Sports Ground, Marlow Road, Henley,

Oxfordshire, RG9 2JA

The physios at Physiolistic are experts in

both pain and movement. 

They will find out why you are in pain or

not moving well, help address this as

quickly as possible and get you moving

and doing what you love again.

12 13

✓ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL

✓ PET URINE TREATMENTS

✓ MOTH REPELLENT

✓ SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

FREE

COLLECTION

& RETURN

Call 0330 111 4912 or visit
ABFABRUGCLEANING.CO.UK
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 Fencing and Gates (Garden and Agricultural) 
 Supply and Plant Mature Trees and Hedging 
 Hedge Cutting and Garden Maintenance 
 Hard Landscaping, Paving and Brickwork 
 Groundwork and Drainage 
 Turfing and Planting 

tel 01491 577767    mobile 07881 911074   www.cjarmstrong.co.uk 
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Discover Oaken Grove Vineyard, a 40-year-old hidden gem in the Chiltern Hills, 
where award-winning English wines come to life. This family-run boutique vineyard, 
tucked neatly between Henley-on-Thames and Marlow, produces exceptional still 

and sparkling wines—fresh and modern, from grapes bursting with flavour.

Join us for a vineyard tour and tasting experience, or soak in the atmosphere at 
one of our live jazz music events or foodie pop-ups. Planning a special event? 

Our covered wine terrace and elegant Tasting Room are available for corporate 
gatherings, private parties, weddings, workshops and wellness events. 

Visit us and savour the taste of English excellence.

Oaken Grove Vineyard, Benhams Lane, Henley-on-Thames  RG9 6JG
oakengrovevineyard.co.uk

1206_Credit JohnnyDentPhotography

For all your woodburning stove 
requirements and fitting. Tel: 01865 745215 

Email: enquiries@dorchesterfireplaces.co.uk
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The Cygnets came FIFTH  in the Advanced 
Call Change Contest!
Everyone gave it everything.  Even better, 
the editor of  The Ringing World  called us the  
“Most fun Young Ringers Team in the 
UK.” I’m pretty sure that’s the coolest unofficial 
award ever. 
Huge thanks to the Hambleden Film Fund that 
funded all our Hambleden ringers to attend so 
generously!  Also, to coaches Peter and Simon, 
team leaders Vikki and Jon, and all the adults 
who somehow kept track of fifteen excited young 
ringers all day.
WHY AREN’T YOU DOING THIS?! People think 
bellringing is boring. Meanwhile we’re:
Riding party buses.
Visiting awesome towers.
Winning medals.
Hanging out with friends.
Ringing bells bigger than some cars.
If you’re around our age and can reach a rope 
...  YOU CAN DO THIS TOO.  We practise 
on the first Sunday of every month, everyone’s 
friendly, and you’ll make loads of friends.  So, 
stop scrolling. Come ring some bells.

Theo Boughton

GROUP NOTES AND WILDLIFE

The 2026 West Wycombe Chamber  
Music Festival at Hambleden
With just a few weeks to go before we can all 
enjoy the West Wycombe Chamber Music 
Festival at Hambleden, it is time to offer an early 
glimpse of what to expect at this year’s concerts.
Now in its sixteenth year, the Festival will run from 
Thursday evening, 17th September, to Saturday 
evening, 19th September. Five concerts will be 
presented, each offering a distinctive programme, 
and all will take place at the Church of St Mary 
the Virgin, Hambleden.
The Festival’s founder and artistic director, 
the world-renowned viola player Lawrence 
Power, has returned from a highly acclaimed 
concert tour of Australia and we are now 
able to reveal an outline of the Festival  
performers.  Alongside Lawrence Power  
himself, the Festival will  welcome back  
audience favourites Simon  Crawford-Phillips 
(piano), John Myerscough (cello), Sergio Bucheli 
(lutes) and violinist  Stephanie Gonley plus many 
other notable  performers.
The full programme and details of the works 
to be performed will be finalised and available 
shortly. To register interest in attending any of 
the concerts, to purchase a Festival Pass for the 
complete series, or to support the Festival by 
becoming a Friend of the Festival, please contact:
Tickets: Carol Power 
01494 528659 / 07948 897148               
tickets@westwycombemusic.org.uk
Friends: Deborah Behrman 
westwycombefestival@gmail.com
Website: https://westwycombemusic.org.uk/
This is an exciting time as we look forward to 
another inspiring Festival, bringing world-class 
musicians to our very doorstep for three days of 
exceptional chamber music.

Dick Morbey

WILDLIFE
Frieth Natural History Society
FNHS do not have an event planned for  
August as the committee members are taking a 
holiday! Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 
23rd September.
Our gardens and the surrounding countryside 
are beginning to look rather parched and I’m 
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open Monday to Sunday, for breakfast, lunch and dinner
www.stagandhuntsman.com | 01491 571227

a whole host of other small flying beauties whirling 
around when it is warm and sunny; it enables 
them to fuel their exertions and provide for the 
next generation. Except that for butterflies this 
isn’t enough which is where an understanding of 
larval foodplants is critical. Many butterfly species 
will only lay their eggs on one particular plant 
because their caterpillars will only eat the leaves 
of that specific plant. For the small tortoiseshell, 
whose numbers have dropped 86% since 1976, 
their sole foodplant is nettles. Orange-tip females 
almost always lay eggs on garlic mustard or cuckoo

 flowers; chalk hill blues, it’s horseshoe vetch; 
dark green fritillary, it’s violets; clouded yellow, it’s 
clovers and trefoils; common blue, almost always 
prefers birds foot trefoil; small copper, it’s sorrel; 
purple emperor, it’s goat willow; comma, it’s 
nettle; red admiral, it’s nettle; peacock, it’s nettle; 
silver-washed fritillary, it’s dog violet; small blue, 
it’s kidney vetch and I could go on. Please consider 
choosing your favourite butterfly, finding a space 
in your garden to grow their larval foodplant or 
allow it to grow on your lawn and you will make a 
difference. You can see how many species depend 
on nettles and I mean depend. Please don’t strim 
a patch of nettles you deem unsightly, there could 
just be or are about to be eggs or caterpillars of 

certainly not a fan of this present spell of hot 
weather. However, if you come across lavender, 
buddleia or wildflowers, take a few moments to 
watch the butterflies who are having an amazing 
summer. I have seen peacocks, red admirals, 
tortoiseshells, commas, marbled whites and the 
pesky cabbage white to name but a few. How 
many can you spot?
Anyone is welcome to join us, but for further 
details of the start time, where to park and 
to book your place, please make contact. 
Andy 01494 881586, Mary 01494 881501 or 
email FNHS2023@gmail.com

Mary Webb

In praise of Butterfly Caterpillar 
Foodplants
With the Big Butterfly Count underway until 
9th August, this important message has been 
repeated again this year.
Butterflies often appear out of the blue from 
above, either side or even from below me. The 
latter perhaps a result of being disturbed basking 
in sunshine, by my clumsy footfall or my shadow 
but every encounter is a delight. I feel fortunate to 
live in a world with these beautiful insects, flying 
about their short lives finding me walking through 
mine or sitting in a garden with a cup of tea. Their 
fragility serves to remind me of my own. After the 
worst year on record for butterflies in 2024, I view 
each and every one of these precious creatures as 
a success story and something to celebrate. I am 
hoping to get you fascinated and fully engaged 
by the term ‘larval foodplant’; please stay with 
me on this. A garden or meadow bursting with 
wild or cultivated plants dripping with nectar and 
proffering a profusion of pollen is excellent news 
for butterflies, bees, solitary wasps, hoverflies and 

WILDLIFE

Continued on page 17

Small tortoiseshell: copyright Nick Bowles
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CHURCH SERVICES AND EVENTS

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group    

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer 	
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If  
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below:

hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Baptisms

June 28	 Emma Reyburn	 Hambleden

Holy Matrimony

June 20	 Andrew Hale and Kalwant Gill	 Hambleden

Jun 27	 Thomas Smith and Bryony Duncan	 Hambleden

July 10	 Edward Miguens and Amy Wallace	 Hambleden

July 11	 Vitaliy Androshchu and Olivia Knowles	 Fawley

Rest in Peace

June 19	 Nicholas Blackall	 Cremation

June 26	 Jennifer Stephens	 Funeral, Hambleden and Cremation

Hambleden Valley Tea Club    

Tea Club is for anyone over 50 looking to make new friends whilst  
playing board games, watching a film, listening to a speaker or going  
on the occasional outing. We finish off with delicious tea and cakes. 

The meetings are every Tuesday afternoon at St Katharine’s, Parmoor 
or Frieth Village Hall and transport can be provided. 

If you would like to join us please contact:  
Wendy Deurden on 01494 638297 wendy.deurden@tachademic.net or  
Sue Dawkes on 07787111993 susandawkes@icloud.co.uk
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CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 2026

Pattern of Worship August 2026
Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am on Wednesdays with 

Churchyard Prayers at Fawley at 12noon on Fridays. The 10.15am midweek Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays is at Turville. 

Since we are short staffed while awaiting a new Associate Priest it may be that not all services will go 
ahead. Please check our website  www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk 

for latest updates or  contact our administrator Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616  –  
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com with any query. 

Sunday Services

Fawley Fingest Frieth Hambleden Medmenham Turville

11am Holy 
Communion

9am Holy 
Communion

11am Holy 
Communion

9th August

10am Group 
Service2nd August

9am Holy 
Communion

8am BCP Holy 
Communion

16th August
10am Lay-led 

Morning Prayer 11am Village 
Service 

11am Holy 
Communion

9am Holy 
Communion

11am Holy 
Communion

9.30am Holy 
Communion

23rd August

6pm Evensong

8am BCP Holy 
Communion

11am Holy 
Communion

30th August

10am Group 
Service

3pm Church 
Sandwich

6th September
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Isabel McCrindle
and Hannah McCrindle 

 Petals & Prunes Gardening Services 

Petalsandprunes@outlook.com
 Lizzie ~ 07880975229

 General Garden Maintenance & More..

Hedge Cutting , Laying , Reduction.
Planting , Pruning , Lawn Care

Petalsandprunes.co.uk
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FESTIVAL ARTISTS WILL INCLUDE:

•	 Lawrence Power, Artistic Director
•	 Tom Poster, piano
•	 John Myerscough, cello
•	 Wallis Power, cello
•	 Tim Horton, piano
•	 Benjamin Marquise-Gilmore, violin
•	 Annabelle Meare, violin
•	 Charlotte Spruit, violin
•	 Collegium Orchestra

WEBSITE

http:/ /westwycombechambermusic 
.org.uk/

TICKETS

Pre-booking is strongly advised.

•	 Ticket Bookings open for Friends of 
the Festival on 22nd of July

•	 Public ticket bookings open on 5th of 
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place at the beautiful 12th century Church 
of St Mary the Virgin, Hambleden.  We 
are very grateful to the church for hosting 
the festival this year as our traditional 
‘home’, the Church of St Lawrence in 
West Wycombe, is currently closed.
PROPOSED CONCERT 
PROGRAMMES:
Concert 1, Thursday 14th September 
at 7.30pm “From Vienna”
Music for piano and strings by Mahler, 
Brahms and Korngold
Concert 2, Friday 15th September 
at 1pm “Immortal Beloved”
Beethoven’s early letters interspersed with 
movements and extracts from String Trios, 
Piano Sonatas and String Quartets.
Concert 3, Friday 15th September 
at 7.30pm “White Lights and Silent 
Nights”
Music for piano and string ensembles by 
Rachmaninov, Shostakovich, Glazunov, 
Dvorak and Schoenberg 
Concert 4, Saturday 16th September 
11.30am “Internal Fire”
Concertos by Vivaldi  
Concert 5, Saturday 16th September 
at 8pm “O Albion”
An anthology of British music across the 
ages including Vaughan Williams’ Lark 
Ascending and other works by Byrd, Elgar, 
Ades, Purcell, Britten, Knox and others.
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Slough
273 Farnham Road
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From Our Farm To Your Fork

Award Winning

Fully stocked farm shop 
specialising in produce from  

our farm, as well as other  
local farms and businesses.

Skirmett Village Hall
A bright lovely hall with fully equipped 
kitchen in the Hambleden Valley available for 
meetings, workshops, classes and parties. 
WiFi available. 
Bookings via the website: skirmettvillagehall.org
Other enquiries: skirmettvillagehall@gmail.com
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for local wildlife. Their confidence and 
commitment were an inspiring reminder that 
safeguarding the environment begins with 
education and everyday choices.
Nature conservation featured strongly throughout 
the afternoon. Volunteers described the work 
already taking place to protect local wildlife and 
discussed opportunities to enhance our Sites 
of Special Scientific Interest and other valuable 
habitats. Councillor Charles Hussey outlined 
an ambitious vision of linked wildlife corridors 
across the parish, creating richer habitats while 
providing opportunities for education,  recreation 
and community involvement.

Councillors Charles Hussey and Amanda Hopkins 
waiting for Emma’s team at Frieth Nature Reserve

Emma with 
volunteers 
from award 

winning 
Lady Ryder 
Memorial 
Garden 

The afternoon also 
celebrated the many 
volunteers and 
organisations whose 
dedication strengthens 
village life, from 

community gardens and conservation groups to 
social clubs supporting residents of all ages.

the increasingly scarce small tortoiseshell butterfly 
depending on those very nettles. Thank you.    
Please consider joining Butterfly Conservation 
https://butterfly-conservation.org/join

Sarah Ronan

HAMBLEDEN
Hambleden Parish Council responds 
to residents’ concerns
On Friday 5th June 2026, Hambleden Parish 
Council welcomed our MP and Secretary of 
State, Emma Reynolds, to Frieth Village Hall to 
meet invited residents and hear first-hand about 
the issues that matter most across our parish.
Over tea, cakes and conversation, Emma 
Reynolds and her team met representatives from 
community groups, schoolchildren and residents, 
giving everyone the opportunity to discuss the 
challenges and the strengths of our community.
A central focus of the afternoon was the Parish 
Council’s Biodiversity Questionnaire, which 
revealed two clear priorities for residents: tackling 
speeding through our villages and protecting the 
wildlife and habitats that make the Hambleden 
Valley so special.
Members of Community Speed Watch and local 
residents spoke candidly about the dangers 
posed by speeding traffic, particularly on our 
narrow village roads, which pedestrians share 
with vehicles. Their experiences reinforced the 
need for practical action to improve road safety.
The visit also highlighted the enthusiasm of our 
younger generation. Pupils from Frieth School 
shared their passion for protecting nature, 
reducing litter and plastic waste, and caring  

WILDLIFE  AND HAMBLEDEN
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to Emma about the 
importance of the 

Butterfly Conservation 
Trust’s work locally
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HAMBLEDEN AND FRIETH

British farmers standing up against the 
industrial food system and transforming 
the way they produce food - to heal 
the soil, our health, restore biodiversity, 
sequester carbon and provide for local 
communities. The aims of the film are 
to sound the alarm on a broken system, 
but to also give hope that there is a 
way to fix it; to inspire farmers to adopt 
agroecological and regenerative farming 
practices; and to encourage consumers, 
food corporations and policymakers to 
support their efforts.
We are delighted to announce that 
following the film there will be a panel 
discussion with film director Claire 
Mackenzie and the group “Greener 
Henley” and they will be taking any 
questions from the audience.
Trailer - https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OaJl0yQ7ufQ  
Doors open 6.30pm, programme begins 
7.30pm. Tickets £8 each can be bought 
from https://www.hambledencinema.
co.uk and from Hambleden Village 
Stores. There will be a bar selling soft 
drinks, wine, beer and tempting delicious 
cinema snacks! In aid of raising funds 
for Hambleden Village Hall Registered 
Charity 30027.
Emily
Please join us on 19th October for 
this ravishing period drama Emily, 
rated 15. The film is the story of Emily 
Brontë (played by Emma Mackey). 
Haunted by the death of her mother, 
she struggles within the confines of her 
family life and yearns for artistic and 
personal freedom, and so begins a 
journey to channel her creative potential 
into one of the greatest novels of all 
time Wuthering Heights.
Trailer - https://www.imdb.com/title/
tt12374656/
Doors open 7pm, programme begins 

8pm. Tickets £8 each can be bought 
from https://www.hambledencinema.
co.uk and from Hambleden Village 
Stores. There will be a bar selling soft 
drinks, wine, beer and tempting delicious 
cinema snacks! In aid of raising funds 
for Hambleden Village Hall Registered 
Charity 30027.

Hambleden Cinema Team

FRIETH
Frieth School
Despite the torrential downpour at pick 
up on the first day of school, the term has 
got off to a positive start with the children 
‘Letting Their Light Shine’ as they always 
do!
Last term our pupils produced writing 
and Illustrations which were used to 
create a presentation book convincing 
Coca-Cola to being more responsible 
around recycling. I am thrilled to report 

Continued on page 21

FRIETH
Frieth School
Young Enterprise!
Our amazing Year 6 children have been busy 
showing off their entrepreneurial flair! They 
took part in a minienterprise project where they 
designed, budgeted, made and sold their very 
own sweet treats. Their hard work paid off - they 
raised an incredible £200 profit for the PTA and 
demonstrated real business talent along the way. 
We’re so proud of them!

Residents welcomed the opportunity to speak 
directly with Emma Reynolds, who listened 
carefully and committed to following up several 
key concerns. The visit demonstrated the strength 
of our community and what can be achieved 
when local people work together to protect 
where we live and the natural environment that 
surrounds it.
Further information will soon be available on the 
parish website https://www.hambleden.org.uk/

Amanda Hopkins

Cutting Wheat 
for Hambleden 
Harvest
The Kenricks wheat 
cutting  team at 
Parmoor Park Farm 
all ready for 
Hambleden Harvest 
service at 11am  on 
27th September!! 
With grateful thanks 
to Chris and  
Bella Connell.

Jill Steward

HAMBLEDEN AND FRIETH
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How Do I Treat a Tea, Coffee 
or Red Wine Stain on My Rug?
	 The	best	way	to	deal	with	tea,	coffee	or	red	
wine	spills	is	to	act	quickly	&	carefully.	These	
drinks	contain	tannins	that	can	stain	wool	fibres	
if	they	are	allowed	to	settle,	so	immediate,	gentle	
action	can	greatly	reduce	the	risk	of	permanent	
marks.
	 Start	by	blotting	the	spill	straight	away	using	
plain	white	towels	or	kitchen	roll.	Press	firmly	
to	absorb	as	much	liquid	as	possible,	but	avoid	
rubbing,	as	this	can	force	the	stain	deeper	into	the	

fibres	&	spread	it	further.	Once	most	of	the	liquid	
has	been	absorbed,	lightly	dampen	a	clean	cloth	
with	cool	water	&	continue	blotting	to	dilute	the	
spill.	Hot	water	should	be	avoided,	as	heat	can	set	
tannin-based	stains.
	 Resist	the	temptation	to	use	supermarket	stain	
removers	or	washing-up	liquid.	These	products	
can	leave	sticky	residues,	cause	colour	loss	or	
trigger	colour	bleeding,	particularly	on	hand-
knotted	rugs	with	traditional	dyes.
	 Even	with	careful	blotting,	staining	can	
reappear	as	moisture	wicks	up	from	deeper	fibres.	
For	this	reason,	professional	rug	cleaning	is	often	the	
safest	&	most	effective	solution.	Specialist	washing	
flushes	the	rug	thoroughly,	removing	tannins	&	
residues	that	household	cleaning	cannot	reach.
	 With	prompt	action	&	expert	care,	most	
tea,	coffee	&	red	wine	stains	can	be	successfully	
treated,	helping	your	rug	stay	beautiful	for	years	
to	come.

Call Absolutely Fabulous 
today on 0330 111 4912
abfabrugcleaning.co.uk

P R O U D  M E M B E R S  O F
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Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service
24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest 
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370
www.tomalins.co.uk        office@tomalins.co.uk 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG
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YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

• 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:
• Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
• Seniors welcomed  Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
• Hambleden Valley based  Mobile: 07917 683162

Denning Montessori Nursery and Forest School - Fawley
www.DenningMontessoriSchool.com - Tel: Jenny 07982 620710 

Admin@denningmontessorischool.com
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ECO Council

We’re so proud of our wonderful pupils who met 
with MP for High Wycombe, Emma Reynolds, at 
the Village Hall yesterday and shared all of our 
ecoinitiatives from the past three years along with 
the ongoing work we’re doing to help protect the 
environment. Emma was incredibly impressed 
with everything we’ve achieved and how 
confidently our pupils spoke.

It was also great to then show Emma around 
the school and highlight all the wonderful things 
happening here at Frieth.

Martin Gosling 
Headteacher

FRIETH

Netball
In stark contrast to our last game, we had to 
battle the elements for this match up against 
Stokenchurch. Frieth took an early lead in the 
first quarter and after a biblical downpour, carried 
on pulling away despite the slippery ground to 
claim a well-deserved 14-2 win. Brilliant play 
by all and wonderful sportsmanship on show 
from both teams. Special well done to Willow on 
getting Player of the Match!

Football
53 children, many of whom were representing 
school competitively for the first time, from 
all classes in Key Stage 2 travelled to Henley 
Showground to take part in a Summer  
Football Festival. On a glorious afternoon,  
when football was clearly the winner, two of our 
teams lifted trophies and two more competed in 
trophy matches.
As the curtain falls on a wonderful season of 
football, all players and a large number of parent 
coaches and supporters should feel very proud.

Master Hedge-Layer & Arborist

www.Masterhedgelayer.com

Woodland management Qualified ArboristTraditional Hedgelaying

Contact: 07707 440900
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FINGEST

FINGEST
Fingest news   
Another very successful Safari supper was 
held in and around the village at the end of 
June. 19 villagers enjoyed fabulous canapes 
and champagne at the Bauer’s home before 
moving to various different houses for their 
main course, then all meeting up again in 
the Chequers for pudding and nightcaps. 
A big thank you to the pub, all the hosts 
and especially to Jenny Zolkwer who is the 
mastermind and coordinator, and who would 
make herding cats look easy. 
Some dates for your diaries - we would really 
appreciate your support. 
Saturday 15th August – from 9am, we will 
be having a working party in the church  
and churchyard; always many jobs to 
do so please come along with any useful  
implements you may have for cleaning, 
trimming and lopping. There will be 2 
weddings in the church in September and  

we want to look our best.
Monday 24th August – St Bartholomew’s 
Day, we will follow the tradition of ‘beating 
the bounds of the parish’, leaving the church 
at 2pm and returning for tea and cake 
approximately 2 hours later.  
Sunday 30th August – Bank holiday – teas 
in the churchyard 2.30 – 5pm. Bakers and 
helpers most welcome.
Saturday 10th October – from approx. 11am 
– Walkers’ Café - again helpers and bakers 
will be welcomed.
Sunday 18th October - 5pm – Harvest Festival 
service followed by supper.
And… if you get your magazine in time, we 
will be holding the Group Service (outdoors) 
on 2nd August, 10am. 
Everyone in HVG is very welcome to any or 
all these events. 

Jill Dean and Brian Barnes 
Churchwardens
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NUBODI PILATES 
Changing the Way

Henley-on-Thames Moves

Nestled in the heart of Henley-on-Thames, Nubodi Pilates
is a boutique Reformer Pilates studio founded by

Carine Cowley and her daughter Lia.

Together, they deliver world-class Reformer Pilates in a
welcoming, nurturing environment for all abilities.

⭐ 5-Star Google Reviews | Henley-on-Thames | @nubodipilates | nubodi.co.uk

Scan to join the Nubodi Community

3 Classes £55
Private Session + 2 Classes £95

Personalised, expert-led Reformer Pilates
for strength, mobility, and confidence.
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ADVERTISEMENTS
North Cornwall,  
Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles. 
Family cottage with garden. 
Sleeps 6. Quiet  lane with footpath 
leading to huge sandy beach. 
Excellent surfing, walking golf. Very 
reasonable rents. Beck-Burridge 
01491 413171.
Rock, North Cornwall. 
Modernised, traditional cottage by 
the beach, sleeps 8. Available for 
holiday lets. Contact Mandy Heller 
on 01491 638355 or johnheller@
poynattscottage.com
Salcombe, South Devon. Three 
bedroom cottage, recent refurb, 
stunning estuary views, quiet & 
close to town centre, sleeps six,easy 
access beaches/walks, holiday lets 
throughout year, 01491 577344.
Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4, 
available for weekly holiday lets, 
and The Studio sleeps 2, available 
for 2-5 nights. An ideal peaceful 
location for exploring this beautiful 
island. Wonderful panoramic views, 
walks, beaches, wildlife. Visit  
www.thesmithymull.co.uk 
for more information.
Dairy Lane Dog Grooming. 
Hand-stripping, Clipping, Scissoring, 
Bathing, Nails. Louise McTeague, 
4 Dairy Lane, Hambleden, Henley-
on-Thames, Oxon RG9 3AS Tel 
01491 579442.  Member of British 
Dog Groomers Association and 

Pet Care Trust.
Do You Need Your Logs 
Stacking? If so then please contact 
Tom on 07866 683383.
Try Reflexology for 
Better sleep; improved memory; 
increased energy levels; sharper 
concentration; better immune 
system; ability to manage stress; 
better decision making and release 
of tension. All of us have some of 
these symptoms and a few sessions 
of Reflexology could help improve 
your daily life. I am AoR registered 
and practice in Henley - so please 
come and try - preferential rates 
offered to readers of this magazine 
- contact Vicky Lehaj on 07429 
151389 or email v.lehaj@gmail.com
Need your chimney sweeping 
or stove installed? If so, then 
please contact Terry - a member 
of the National Association of 
Chimney Sweeps with over 30 
years of experience working in 
the Hambleden Valley - on 01494 
564321 or mobile 07850 196616.
Tip Top Dog Training. 
Puppy School is held on Saturday 
mornings at Lane End Youth and 
Community Centre followed by Dog 
Club which is open to graduates 
of Puppy School or following 
1:2:1 assessment. 
www.tiptopdogtraining.co.uk 
07711 807109 
melanie@tiptopdogtraining.co.uk.

Furnished 
Accommodation 
Management Services, 
by Pass the Keys (South 
Oxfordshire). Based in 
Henley-on-Thames, providing 
a fully managed service - listing 
creation and management, guest 
communication, cleaning and 
linen. Hassle-free high returns for 
landlords, second home owners 
or country estates looking to 
diversify. Reach out to Rachael 
07792 003333 to see how we can 
help, or email south-oxfordshire@
passthekeys.co.uk 

Rowlandscapes creative 
landscape gardening. Patios & 
paths, brickwork, planting & 
hedging, lawns, fencing, tree 
surgery. Telephone: 01844 351919 
Mobile: 07718 257104 Email: 
rowlandscapes@googlemail.com 
Website:  
www.rowlandscapes.com

The Stag & Huntsman 
Garage
Under new management.

For all your car services, MOTs and 
repairs. Pop in to see either Russell 
or Antonia or call 01491 877697. 
Website: 
www.stagandhuntsmangarage.com

2 3

Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616
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Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616

• Loose Covers • Curtains• 
• Re-Upholstery • Tracks and Poles •

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 • Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
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G M PAGE 
FURNITURE RESTORATION

ALL ASPECTS OF FURNITURE RESTORATION
UNDERTAKEN, BOTH ANTIQUE AND MODERN

 D I N I N G  T A B L E S  R E F I N I S H E D
 F R E N C H  P O L I S H I N G  A N D  M O D E R N  F I N I S H E S
 R E - U P H O L S T E R Y
 C A N E  A N D  R U S H  W O R K
 S P E C I A L I S T  V E N E E R  R E PA I R S
 D E S K S  R E - L E A T H E R E D
 
 I N S U R A N C E  W O R K  U N D E R T A K E N

T E L E P H O N E :  0 1 4 9 4  5 1 1 2 3 4
M O B I L E :  0 7 7 5 4 5 3 3 1 2 8

E M A I L :  p a g e 1 8 3 0 @ a o l . c o m
W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

EST. 1988

W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

Untitled-1   1 09/10/2017   22:17
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www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group                                

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer  
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If  
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below: 
hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Holy Matrimony
June 17 Daniel Cridland and Lucy Morgan  Turville
June 17 Richard Brennan and Cicely Milsom  Hambleden
June 23 Charles Adcock and Imogen Orr  Hambleden

Rest in Peace
June 26 Mary David Burial, Fingest
June 27 Lynda Welch  Thanksgiving Service and Burial of Ashes, Frieth
July 3 Keith Thompson  Funeral and Burial, Medmenham
July 4 Rosemary Randall  Burial of Ashes, Hambleden
July 7 Henry Were  Thanksgiving Service, Turville

Whatever you want to store...

01189 404163  www.barn-store.co.uk

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase 
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, 
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to 
sell your house more quickly - we offer a 
friendly and flexible local service.

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now!

22 232323

MEDMENHAM

‘Meet and Greet’ parties for newcomers; 
entered and won the Best Kept Village 
competition; and took part in the annual 
Village Fete. Madeleine devoted a huge 
amount of time to a church in Reading, 
where she was secretary for many years; 
and was very involved in my work, typing 
my books and articles, and accompanying 
me on overseas visits. The ‘Jewels in the 
Crown’, were five lecture tours which I 
gave in Japan. For Madeleine they fulfilled 
a lifelong ambition and she provided a 
combination of charm, elegance and tact 
which smoothed the path on a few tricky 
occasions. 
It was only at the onset of Madeleine’s 
cruel illness from about 2019 that the 
wonderful life at Olmeda lost some of its 
sparkle. Madeline died on 1st February 
2023, one day short of her 89th birthday. 
She often referred to the village and 
countryside as ‘Paradise’. She is buried 
in Medmenham Churchyard where I will 
eventually join her ending the remarkable 
saga of our earthly life in Medmenham.

Brian Bond

grieving relatives in the south.
I have only lately come to appreciate fully 
our amazing good fortune in the years 
1962 - 66. My father could not bear to live 
at Olmeda alone so he found alternative 
lodgings in the village and let the cottage 
to an anarchist family who transformed the 
dwelling into a shambolic hovel! He sadly 
put Olmeda up for sale at a very modest 
price but no one wanted it so it stayed 
empty for about a year. Then, in early 
1966, I was offered a lectureship in the 
newly-created Department of War Studies 
at King’s College, London. My father most 
generously gave us Olmeda completely 
free, and we arrived ‘home’. I had the 
career I coveted and Madeleine a home 
she would transform with remarkable skill 
and originality.
It might be enough to conclude here that 
‘we lived happily ever after’, but I should 
like to cover the remaining decades briefly. 
In the 1960s, 70s and 80s we played a 
prominent part in village life. We ran a 
whist drive and a series of winter lectures 
given by local residents. We began the 

CONTACT US!

YOUR LOCAL TYRE FITTING
SPECIALISTS AND MOBILE
BREAKDOWN SERVICE!

Thames View Tyres will get
you back on the road!

01491 413311
www.thamesviewtyres.co.uk

18 19
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FESTIVAL ARTISTS WILL INCLUDE:

•	 Lawrence Power, Artistic Director
•	 Tom Poster, piano
•	 John Myerscough, cello
•	 Wallis Power, cello
•	 Tim Horton, piano
•	 Benjamin Marquise-Gilmore, violin
•	 Annabelle Meare, violin
•	 Charlotte Spruit, violin
•	 Collegium Orchestra

WEBSITE

http:/ /westwycombechambermusic 
.org.uk/

TICKETS

Pre-booking is strongly advised.

•	 Ticket Bookings open for Friends of 
the Festival on 22nd of July

•	 Public ticket bookings open on 5th of 
August

•	 Tickets for individual concerts are £15 
- daytime concerts, £20 - Thursday 
and Friday evening, £25 - Saturday 
evening (Student rate £5)

•	 Festival pass for entry to all five 
concerts: £80

•	 Ticket sales and enquiries: tickets@
westwycombechambermusic.org.uk 
or from 01494 528659 or 07948 
897148

place at the beautiful 12th century Church 
of St Mary the Virgin, Hambleden.  We 
are very grateful to the church for hosting 
the festival this year as our traditional 
‘home’, the Church of St Lawrence in 
West Wycombe, is currently closed.
PROPOSED CONCERT 
PROGRAMMES:
Concert 1, Thursday 14th September 
at 7.30pm “From Vienna”
Music for piano and strings by Mahler, 
Brahms and Korngold
Concert 2, Friday 15th September 
at 1pm “Immortal Beloved”
Beethoven’s early letters interspersed with 
movements and extracts from String Trios, 
Piano Sonatas and String Quartets.
Concert 3, Friday 15th September 
at 7.30pm “White Lights and Silent 
Nights”
Music for piano and string ensembles by 
Rachmaninov, Shostakovich, Glazunov, 
Dvorak and Schoenberg 
Concert 4, Saturday 16th September 
11.30am “Internal Fire”
Concertos by Vivaldi  
Concert 5, Saturday 16th September 
at 8pm “O Albion”
An anthology of British music across the 
ages including Vaughan Williams’ Lark 
Ascending and other works by Byrd, Elgar, 
Ades, Purcell, Britten, Knox and others.

	
  	
  

Skirmett	
  Village	
  Hall	
  
A	
  bright	
  lovely	
  hall	
  with	
  fully	
  equipped	
  kitchen	
  
in	
  the	
  Hambleden	
  Valley	
  available	
  for	
  
meetings,	
  workshops	
  classes	
  and	
  parties.	
  
Website:	
  Skirmettvillagehall.org.	
  For	
  bookings	
  
Contact	
  Mandy	
  Heller	
  01491 638355.	
  
	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  

16 17

The Frog at Skirmett, Henley-on-Thames
(Closed Sunday Evening –– November to May)

Non-smoking Restaurant with an unusual selection of New English, 
French and Mediterranean style food.

Food is served for LUNCH and DINNER 7 days a week, May to November

Family room for children. En-suite accommodation. 36 seat function room

Tel: 01491 638996  Fax: 01491 638045

Gerrards Cross
38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01753 891892

Slough
273 Farnham Road
Tel: 01753 535556

High Wycombe 
891 London Road 
Tel: 01494 472572

Marlow
21 -23 Little Marlow Road 

Tel: 01628 898866

Beaconsfield
32 Gregories  Road
Tel: 01494 685000

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals 
Pre -Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

6 Generations of Service in the Community
24 Hour Service 

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 35 Years’ Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping

Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden
Henley-on-Thames • Oxon

Tel: 01491 636140
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established
01491 574644               1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk     info@etsheppard.co.uk

Private Car Parking

01491 71401201491 714012

Opening Times
Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Sat 8.30am - 4pm
Sun 9am - 2pm

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers
Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP
Telephone : 01494 881660 

www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Award Winning

Fully stocked farm shop 
specialising in produce from  

our farm, as well as other  
local farms and businesses.
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Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616

10 11

Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616

• Loose Covers • Curtains• 
• Re-Upholstery • Tracks and Poles •

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 • Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com

G
 M

 P
A

G
E

 
F

U
R

N
IT

U
R

E
 R

E
S

T
O

R
A

T
IO

N

A
L

L
 A

S
P

E
C

T
S

 O
F

 F
U

R
N

IT
U

R
E

 R
E

S
T

O
R

A
T

IO
N

U
N

D
E

R
T

A
K

E
N

, B
O

T
H

 A
N

T
IQ

U
E

 A
N

D
 M

O
D

E
R

N

 
D

IN
IN

G
 TA

BLES R
EFIN

ISH
ED

 
FR

EN
C

H
 PO

LISH
IN

G
 A

N
D

 M
O

D
ER

N
 FIN

ISH
ES

 
R

E-U
PH

O
LST

ERY
 

C
A

N
E A

N
D

 RU
SH

 W
O

R
K

 
SPEC

IA
LIST

 V
EN

EER
 R

EPA
IR

S
 

D
ESK

S R
E-LEAT

H
ER

ED
  

IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E W
O

R
K

 U
N

D
ERTA

K
EN

T
ELEPH

O
N

E: 01494 511234
M

O
BILE: 07754533128

EM
A

IL: page1830@
aol.com

W
EB

SIT
E: gm

pagerestoration.co.uk

E
S

T
. 1

9
8

8

W
EB

SIT
E: gm

pagerestoration.co.uk

U
ntitled-1   1

09/10/2017   22:17

G
 M

 P
A

G
E

 
F

U
R

N
IT

U
R

E
 R

E
S

T
O

R
A

T
IO

N

A
L

L
 A

S
P

E
C

T
S

 O
F

 F
U

R
N

IT
U

R
E

 R
E

S
T

O
R

A
T

IO
N

U
N

D
E

R
T

A
K

E
N

, B
O

T
H

 A
N

T
IQ

U
E

 A
N

D
 M

O
D

E
R

N

 
D

IN
IN

G
 TA

BLES R
EFIN

ISH
ED

 
FR

EN
C

H
 PO

LISH
IN

G
 A

N
D

 M
O

D
ER

N
 FIN

ISH
ES

 
R

E-U
PH

O
LST

ERY
 

C
A

N
E A

N
D

 RU
SH

 W
O

R
K

 
SPEC

IA
LIST

 V
EN

EER
 R

EPA
IR

S
 

D
ESK

S R
E-LEAT

H
ER

ED
  

IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E W
O

R
K

 U
N

D
ERTA

K
EN

T
ELEPH

O
N

E: 01494 511234
M

O
BILE: 07754533128

EM
A

IL: page1830@
aol.com

W
EB

SIT
E: gm

pagerestoration.co.uk

E
S

T
. 1

9
8

8

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

U
ntitled-1   1

09/10/2017   22:17

G
 M

 P
A

G
E

 
F

U
R

N
IT

U
R

E
 R

E
S

T
O

R
A

T
IO

N

A
L

L
 A

S
P

E
C

T
S

 O
F

 F
U

R
N

IT
U

R
E

 R
E

S
T

O
R

A
T

IO
N

U
N

D
E

R
T

A
K

E
N

, B
O

T
H

 A
N

T
IQ

U
E

 A
N

D
 M

O
D

E
R

N

 
D

IN
IN

G
 TA

BLES R
EFIN

ISH
ED

 
FR

EN
C

H
 PO

LISH
IN

G
 A

N
D

 M
O

D
ER

N
 FIN

ISH
ES

 
R

E-U
PH

O
LST

ERY
 

C
A

N
E A

N
D

 RU
SH

 W
O

R
K

 
SPEC

IA
LIST

 V
EN

EER
 R

EPA
IR

S
 

D
ESK

S R
E-LEAT

H
ER

ED
  

IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E W
O

R
K

 U
N

D
ERTA

K
EN

T
ELEPH

O
N

E: 01494 511234
M

O
BILE: 07754533128

EM
A

IL: page1830@
aol.com

W
EB

SIT
E: gm

pagerestoration.co.uk

E
S

T
. 1

9
8

8

W
EB

SIT
E: gm

pagerestoration.co.uk

U
ntitled-1   1

09/10/2017   22:17

G
 M

 P
A

G
E

 
F

U
R

N
IT

U
R

E
 R

E
S

T
O

R
A

T
IO

N

A
L

L
 A

S
P

E
C

T
S

 O
F

 F
U

R
N

IT
U

R
E

 R
E

S
T

O
R

A
T

IO
N

U
N

D
E

R
T

A
K

E
N

, B
O

T
H

 A
N

T
IQ

U
E

 A
N

D
 M

O
D

E
R

N

 
D

IN
IN

G
 TA

BLES R
EFIN

ISH
ED

 
FR

EN
C

H
 PO

LISH
IN

G
 A

N
D

 M
O

D
ER

N
 FIN

ISH
ES

 
R

E-U
PH

O
LST

ERY
 

C
A

N
E A

N
D

 RU
SH

 W
O

R
K

 
SPEC

IA
LIST

 V
EN

EER
 R

EPA
IR

S
 

D
ESK

S R
E-LEAT

H
ER

ED
  

IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E W
O

R
K

 U
N

D
ERTA

K
EN

T
ELEPH

O
N

E: 01494 511234
M

O
BILE: 07754533128

EM
A

IL: page1830@
aol.com

W
EB

SIT
E: gm

pagerestoration.co.uk

E
S

T
. 1

9
8

8

W
EB

SIT
E: gm

pagerestoration.co.uk

U
ntitled-1   1

09/10/2017   22:17

G
 M

 P
A

G
E

 
F

U
R

N
IT

U
R

E
 R

E
S

T
O

R
A

T
IO

N

A
L

L
 A

S
P

E
C

T
S

 O
F

 F
U

R
N

IT
U

R
E

 R
E

S
T

O
R

A
T

IO
N

U
N

D
E

R
T

A
K

E
N

, B
O

T
H

 A
N

T
IQ

U
E

 A
N

D
 M

O
D

E
R

N

 
D

IN
IN

G
 TA

BLES R
EFIN

ISH
ED

 
FR

EN
C

H
 PO

LISH
IN

G
 A

N
D

 M
O

D
ER

N
 FIN

ISH
ES

 
R

E-U
PH

O
LST

ERY
 

C
A

N
E A

N
D

 RU
SH

 W
O

R
K

 
SPEC

IA
LIST

 V
EN

EER
 R

EPA
IR

S
 

D
ESK

S R
E-LEAT

H
ER

ED
  

IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E W
O

R
K

 U
N

D
ERTA

K
EN

T
ELEPH

O
N

E: 01494 511234
M

O
BILE: 07754533128

EM
A

IL: page1830@
aol.com

W
EB

SIT
E: gm

pagerestoration.co.uk

E
S

T
. 1

9
8

8

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

U
ntitled-1   1

09/10/2017   22:17

G
 M

 P
A

G
E

 
F

U
R

N
IT

U
R

E
 R

E
S

T
O

R
A

T
IO

N

A
L

L
 A

S
P

E
C

T
S

 O
F

 F
U

R
N

IT
U

R
E

 R
E

S
T

O
R

A
T

IO
N

U
N

D
E

R
T

A
K

E
N

, B
O

T
H

 A
N

T
IQ

U
E

 A
N

D
 M

O
D

E
R

N

 
D

IN
IN

G
 TA

BLES R
EFIN

ISH
ED

 
FR

EN
C

H
 PO

LISH
IN

G
 A

N
D

 M
O

D
ER

N
 FIN

ISH
ES

 
R

E-U
PH

O
LST

ERY
 

C
A

N
E A

N
D

 RU
SH

 W
O

R
K

 
SPEC

IA
LIST

 V
EN

EER
 R

EPA
IR

S
 

D
ESK

S R
E-LEAT

H
ER

ED
  

IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E W
O

R
K

 U
N

D
ERTA

K
EN

T
ELEPH

O
N

E: 01494 511234
M

O
BILE: 07754533128

EM
A

IL: page1830@
aol.com

W
EB

SIT
E: gm

pagerestoration.co.uk

E
S

T
. 1

9
8

8

W
EB

SIT
E: gm

pagerestoration.co.uk

U
ntitled-1   1

09/10/2017   22:17

G M PAGE 
FURNITURE RESTORATION

ALL ASPECTS OF FURNITURE RESTORATION
UNDERTAKEN, BOTH ANTIQUE AND MODERN

 D I N I N G  T A B L E S  R E F I N I S H E D
 F R E N C H  P O L I S H I N G  A N D  M O D E R N  F I N I S H E S
 R E - U P H O L S T E R Y
 C A N E  A N D  R U S H  W O R K
 S P E C I A L I S T  V E N E E R  R E PA I R S
 D E S K S  R E - L E A T H E R E D
 
 I N S U R A N C E  W O R K  U N D E R T A K E N

T E L E P H O N E :  0 1 4 9 4  5 1 1 2 3 4
M O B I L E :  0 7 7 5 4 5 3 3 1 2 8

E M A I L :  p a g e 1 8 3 0 @ a o l . c o m
W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

EST. 1988

W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

Untitled-1   1 09/10/2017   22:17
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www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group                                

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer  
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If  
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below: 
hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Holy Matrimony
June 17 Daniel Cridland and Lucy Morgan  Turville
June 17 Richard Brennan and Cicely Milsom  Hambleden
June 23 Charles Adcock and Imogen Orr  Hambleden

Rest in Peace
June 26 Mary David Burial, Fingest
June 27 Lynda Welch  Thanksgiving Service and Burial of Ashes, Frieth
July 3 Keith Thompson  Funeral and Burial, Medmenham
July 4 Rosemary Randall  Burial of Ashes, Hambleden
July 7 Henry Were  Thanksgiving Service, Turville

Whatever you want to store...

01189 404163  www.barn-store.co.uk

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase 
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, 
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to 
sell your house more quickly - we offer a 
friendly and flexible local service.

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now!

Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount,  
just quote #Hambleden

HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs.
Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage

Contact Hugo or Sophie on: 
01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com

18 19

16 17

FESTIVAL ARTISTS WILL INCLUDE:

•	 Lawrence Power, Artistic Director
•	 Tom Poster, piano
•	 John Myerscough, cello
•	 Wallis Power, cello
•	 Tim Horton, piano
•	 Benjamin Marquise-Gilmore, violin
•	 Annabelle Meare, violin
•	 Charlotte Spruit, violin
•	 Collegium Orchestra

WEBSITE

http:/ /westwycombechambermusic 
.org.uk/

TICKETS

Pre-booking is strongly advised.

•	 Ticket Bookings open for Friends of 
the Festival on 22nd of July

•	 Public ticket bookings open on 5th of 
August

•	 Tickets for individual concerts are £15 
- daytime concerts, £20 - Thursday 
and Friday evening, £25 - Saturday 
evening (Student rate £5)

•	 Festival pass for entry to all five 
concerts: £80

•	 Ticket sales and enquiries: tickets@
westwycombechambermusic.org.uk 
or from 01494 528659 or 07948 
897148

place at the beautiful 12th century Church 
of St Mary the Virgin, Hambleden.  We 
are very grateful to the church for hosting 
the festival this year as our traditional 
‘home’, the Church of St Lawrence in 
West Wycombe, is currently closed.
PROPOSED CONCERT 
PROGRAMMES:
Concert 1, Thursday 14th September 
at 7.30pm “From Vienna”
Music for piano and strings by Mahler, 
Brahms and Korngold
Concert 2, Friday 15th September 
at 1pm “Immortal Beloved”
Beethoven’s early letters interspersed with 
movements and extracts from String Trios, 
Piano Sonatas and String Quartets.
Concert 3, Friday 15th September 
at 7.30pm “White Lights and Silent 
Nights”
Music for piano and string ensembles by 
Rachmaninov, Shostakovich, Glazunov, 
Dvorak and Schoenberg 
Concert 4, Saturday 16th September 
11.30am “Internal Fire”
Concertos by Vivaldi  
Concert 5, Saturday 16th September 
at 8pm “O Albion”
An anthology of British music across the 
ages including Vaughan Williams’ Lark 
Ascending and other works by Byrd, Elgar, 
Ades, Purcell, Britten, Knox and others.
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The Frog at Skirmett, Henley-on-Thames
(Closed Sunday Evening –– November to May)

Non-smoking Restaurant with an unusual selection of New English, 
French and Mediterranean style food.

Food is served for LUNCH and DINNER 7 days a week, May to November

Family room for children. En-suite accommodation. 36 seat function room

Tel: 01491 638996  Fax: 01491 638045

Gerrards Cross
38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01753 891892

Slough
273 Farnham Road
Tel: 01753 535556

High Wycombe 
891 London Road 
Tel: 01494 472572

Marlow
21 -23 Little Marlow Road 

Tel: 01628 898866

Beaconsfield
32 Gregories  Road
Tel: 01494 685000

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals 
Pre -Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

6 Generations of Service in the Community
24 Hour Service 

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 35 Years’ Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping

Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden
Henley-on-Thames • Oxon

Tel: 01491 636140
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established
01491 574644               1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk     info@etsheppard.co.uk

Private Car Parking

01491 71401201491 714012

Opening Times
Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Sat 8.30am - 4pm
Sun 9am - 2pm

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers
Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP
Telephone : 01494 881660 

www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Award Winning

Fully stocked farm shop 
specialising in produce from  

our farm, as well as other  
local farms and businesses.
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Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall, 
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com

MEDMENHAM (ST PETER AND  
ST PAUL)

Churchwarden:  
Vacant. 

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori, 
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations: 
1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and 
Beavers: leader Nick Currie, 
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:  
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

SKIRMETT

Village Hall Bookings: Mandy Heller,  
01491 638355 www.skirmettvillagehall.org

Tai Chi: Friday 9.30am - 10.30am. 
Contact: junekingsburytaichi@gmail.com

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:  
Caroline Sants, 01491 638994 
turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com

Bell Ringing: Wed practice, 
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025 
rachel@markjwallace.com

Artists’ studios:  Turville Studios open the 
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm. 
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com 
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

TURVILLE NORTHEND

Village Hall Bookings: 

David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or 
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm   
smfaragher@fastmail.fm

Yoga:  Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341

Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell 
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk, 
www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem 
01494 449215,  mpc.clerk@gmail.com

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,  
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting 
Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252 
r.mcdonald2007@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, 
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 

Distributors: 
Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171; 
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613; 
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170; 
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418; 
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135; 
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747; 
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064;
Parmoor: Gillie Scott 01494 881408; 
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913; 
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574; 
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523; 
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344; 
Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675; 
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

HAMBLEDEN VALLEY GROUP OF 
CHURCHES 

Rector: The Revd. Andy Storch,  
07811 430898, Revandystorch@gmail.com

Director of Music: Jo Hutchins 
07909 608654 johutchins27@gmail.com 

Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders,  
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 

Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle, 07769 
599616, hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle, 
07769 599616, 
 hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor,  
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm 
Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297, 
wendy.duerden@techademic.net 

Barney’s Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall, 
Currently suspended 

Hambleden Valley Garden Club:  
Meetings October-March on the first Tuesday 
of the month, Frieth Village Hall.  
Clair Honnor 07773 387195

Website:  
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

FAWLEY (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)  
Churchwarden:  
Vacant

Village Hall Booking:  
David Burton - davidburtn83@hotmail.co.uk

FINGEST (ST BARTHOLOMEW) 

Churchwardens:  
Brian Barnes, 01494 882613, 
brianbarnes346@gmail.com   
Jill Dean, 01491 638678,  
jill@sundawn.uk.com 

FRIETH (ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST) 

Verger: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227, 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com 

Village Hall Bookings:   
website www.friethvillagehall.org 
email friethvillagehall@gmail.com 
Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society: 
Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586, 
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker  
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club: Ben Smiley 
friethcricket@btinternet.com 

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last  
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub.  
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com 

Body Control Pilates Classes:  Village 
Hall, Wednesdays, 9:30am and 10:40am. 
Lauren Owen www.pilat-ease.co.uk 

HAMBLEDEN (ST MARY THE VIRGIN) 

Churchwarden:  
Vacant

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or 
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email 

Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker, 
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Bridge Club Barbara Pooley 
hambledenbridge@gmail.com

Pilates: Mondays 11 – 12 Fran Presho, 
07951 019594

Hambleden Social and Sports Club:  
Open Mon, Tues, Wed and Fri from 4pm  
(closed Thurs) Sat open from 7.45pm 
Pat Eldridge 01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons, 01491 
577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com

Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall,  
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

HAMBLEDEN VALLEY GROUP OF 
CHURCHES
Rector: The Revd. Andy Storch,  
07811 430898, Revandystorch@gmail.com
Associate Priest: The Revd. Sue Morton, 
01491 639286, suemorton131@gmail.com
Director of Music: Jo Hutchins  
07909 608654 johutchins27@gmail.com 
Organist Emeritus: Christine Wells BEM, 
01491 571588, c@wells.vnworks.net
Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com
Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle,  
07769 599616,  
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com
Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle,  
07769 599616,  
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com
Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor, 
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm 
Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297, 
wendy.duerden@techademic.net
Barney's Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall, 
Currently suspended
Hambleden Valley Garden Club: 
Meetings October-March on the first Tuesday 
of the month, Frieth Village Hall. 
Clair Honnor 07773 387195
Website: 
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

FAWLEY (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)
Churchwarden: David Napier, 
01491 574230, 
david_napier@btopenworld.com
Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting and 
Village Hall booking: 
David Burton - davidburtn83@hotmail.co.uk

FINGEST (ST BARTHOLOMEW)
Churchwardens: 
Brian Barnes, 01494 882613, 
brianbarnes346@gmail.com  
Jill Dean, 01491 638678,  
jill@sundawn.uk.com

FRIETH (ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST)

Verger: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227, 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com 

Village Hall Bookings:  
website www.friethvillagehall.org 
email friethvillagehall@gmail.com 
Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society: 
Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586, 
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker  
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club: Ben Smiley 
friethcricket@btinternet.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last 
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub. 
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com

HAMBLEDEN (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden: Jill Steward 
01491 571320 
jillsteward@hambleden.com

Deputy Churchwarden: Sharon Smith  
sharonsmith0505@btinternet.com

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or 
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email

Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker, 
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Pilates: Mondays 11 – 12 Fran Presho, 
07951 019594

Bridge Club: Fridays 1.30 – 4.30 
Frances Cugnoni,  01491 576409

Hambleden Social and Sports Club:  
Open daily from 8pm Pat Eldridge, 
01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons, 
01491 577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com
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Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall, 
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com

MEDMENHAM (ST PETER AND  
ST PAUL)

Churchwarden:  
Vacant. 

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori, 
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations: 
1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and 
Beavers: leader Nick Currie, 
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:  
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

SKIRMETT

Village Hall Bookings: Mandy Heller,  
01491 638355 www.skirmettvillagehall.org

Tai Chi: Friday 9.30am - 10.30am. 
Contact: junekingsburytaichi@gmail.com

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:  
Caroline Sants, 01491 638994 
turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com

Bell Ringing: Wed practice, 
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025 
rachel@markjwallace.com

Artists’ studios:  Turville Studios open the 
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm. 
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com 
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

TURVILLE NORTHEND

Village Hall Bookings: 

David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or 
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm   
smfaragher@fastmail.fm

Yoga:  Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341

Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell 
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk, 
www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem 
01494 449215,  mpc.clerk@gmail.com

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,  
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting 
Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252 
r.mcdonald2007@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, 
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 

Distributors: 
Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171; 
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613; 
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170; 
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418; 
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135; 
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747; 
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064;
Parmoor: Gillie Scott 01494 881408; 
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913; 
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574; 
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523; 
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344; 
Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675; 
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

MEDMENHAM  
(ST PETER AND ST PAUL) 

Churchwarden:   
Vacant. 

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori, 
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations: 
1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and  
Beavers: leader Nick Currie, 
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:   
medmenhamnews@icloud.com 

SKIRMETT 

Village Hall Bookings:  
Bookings via the website: 
skirmettvillagehall.org 
Other enquiries: 
skirmettvillagehall@gmail.com

 

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN) 

Churchwarden:  
Vacant 

Bell Ringing: Wed practice,  
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025 
rachel@markjwallace.com 

Artists’ studios:  Turville Studios open the 
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm. 
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com 
www.turvillestudios.co.uk 

Reformer and Matwork: Pilates Studio, 
Private and semi-private sessions available, 
weekdays.  
Lauren Owen www.pilat-ease.co.uk 

TURVILLE NORTHEND 

Village Hall Bookings:  
David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or 
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm 
smfaragher@fastmail.fm 

Yoga:  Tuesdays 7pm, Esther 07792 943601, 
hello@estherabreyyoga.com

Body Control Pilates Classes: : Village 
Hall, Mondays, 12noon. Lauren Owen  
www.pilat-ease.co.uk

Parish Council Contacts 

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell 
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk, 
www.hambleden.org.uk 

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem 
01494 449215,  mpc.clerk@gmail.com 

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,  
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail. 
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting 
Ross McDonald, 07769 971252 
r.mcdonald2007@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details 

Editor: Penny McLeish,  
01491 571288, 
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com 

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 

Distributors:  
Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171;  
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613; 
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170; 
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418; 
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135; 
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747; 
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064; 
Parmoor: Gillie Scott 01494 881408; 
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913; 
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574; 
Southend: Rodney Pickett 01491 638523; 
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344; 
Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675; 
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403. 

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 
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D. J. Macleod
Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting

Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of  Wood Chips

Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901
www.donlogs.com

e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com 

YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

• 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:
• Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
• Seniors welcomed  Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
• Hambleden Valley based  Mobile: 07917 683162

2928

. .

01865 400341 | events@greenscatering.co.uk
www.greenscatering.co.uk

We are special event caterers in 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and 

the surrounding areas.

Have an event coming up? 
We love to chat food. 

Call us today on 01865 400341.

18 19

Over 150 years of  
River and Boating Service
	� Luxury Passenger Boat Charter
	� Self Drive Adventure
	� Luxury Boating Holidays
	� River Trips
	� Moorings and Storage
	� Edwardian Chauffeured Launches

For bookings and enquiries  
please contact Hobbs of Henley  
on 01491 572035  
or boats@hobbsofhenley.co.uk
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CCE007

T: 0118 9344230 M: 07961 366535
E: darrenjomooney@hotmail.com

• NVQ qualified
• Many references available in and around Henley
• No job too small!
• Interior & exterior work done!
• Free competitive quotes! No obligation
• Prompt and friendly service!
• C.I.S registered business
• Full public liability insurance
• Specialist in rural run down property

J & D Mooney
YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken

CCE007

T: 0118 9344230 M: 07961 366535
E: darrenjomooney@hotmail.com
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• No job too small!
• Interior & exterior work done!
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• Specialist in rural run down property

J & D Mooney
YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken

In Association with Henley Chic Decor

T:01189 9344230    M:07961 366535
darrenjomooney@hotmail.com   henleyschicdecor.co.uk
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Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount, 
just quote #Hambleden

HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs. 

Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage

Contact Hugo or Sophie on: 
01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com

2928

D. J. Macleod
Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting

Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of  Wood Chips

Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901
www.donlogs.com

e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com 

YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

• 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:
• Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
• Seniors welcomed  Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
• Hambleden Valley based  Mobile: 07917 683162
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Carpet, Upholstery, Leather,  Modern & Oriental Rugs, Curtains, Tile & Grout/Stone Flooring, 
Anti-Allergen Treatment, Specialist Stain Removal, Wood Floor Refinishing

Paul Brooker 35 Place Farm Way, Monks Risborough Bucks HP27 9JJ
T: 01844 346379 / 344735  M: 07866 376934  E: jjjp@uwclub.net

www.extremecleancouk.com

Carpet, Upholstery, Leather
Modern & Oriental Rugs

Curtains
Tile & Grout/Stone Flooring

Anti-Allergen Treatment
Specialist Stain Removal
Wood Floor Refinishing
End of Tenancy Cleans

Paul Brooker 
35 Place Farm Way, Monks Risborough 

Bucks HP27 9JJ
T: 01844 346379 / 344735 

M: 07866 376934 E: jjjp@uwclub.net

www.extremecleancouk.com

Carpet, Upholstery, Leather
Modern & Oriental Rugs

Curtains
Tile & Grout/Stone Flooring

Anti-Allergen Treatment
Specialist Stain Removal
Wood Floor Refinishing
End of Tenancy Cleans

Paul Brooker 
35 Place Farm Way, Monks Risborough 

Bucks HP27 9JJ
T: 01844 346379 / 344735 

M: 07866 376934 E: jjjp@uwclub.net

www.extremecleancouk.com

D E S I G N  H O M E  D E C O R AT O R S
| KITCHENS & BATHROOOMS | INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | REFURBISHMENT & DECORATION |

    

Bill Simons

Twin Peaks, Spurgrove, Little Frieth
Nr. Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 6PB

Tel +44 (0)1494 881341  Mobile: +44 (0)7774 171908
Email: bsimons@dhdcommercial.com | bill@designhomedecor.co.uk

D E S I G N  H O M E  D E C O R AT O R S
| KITCHENS & BATHROOOMS | INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | REFURBISHMENT & DECORATION |

    

Bill Simons

Twin Peaks, Spurgrove, Little Frieth
Nr. Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 6PB

Tel +44 (0)1494 881341  Mobile: +44 (0)7774 171908
Email: bsimons@dhdcommercial.com | bill@designhomedecor.co.uk
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Telephone
01491 574644

Established
1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk info@etsheppard.co.uk

Private Car Parking

All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 36 Years’ Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping
Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden

Henley-on-Thames • Oxon
Tel: 01491 636140

candidataylor50@gmail.com
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Gerrards Cross
38 Oak End Way

Tel: 01753 891892

Farnham Common
4 The Broadway

Tel: 01753 535556

High Wycombe
891 London Road
Tel: 01494 472572

Marlow
21-23 Little Marlow Road

Tel: 01628 898866

Beaconsfield
32 Gregories Road
Tel: 01494 685000
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24 White Pit Lane
Tel: 01494 952288

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals ~ Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry
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ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.
(Established 1968)

BUILDERS and DECORATORS 
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366 

e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com

Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service
24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest 
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate
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FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk info@etsheppard.co.uk

Private Car Parking

All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 36 Years’ Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping
Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden

Henley-on-Thames • Oxon
Tel: 01491 636140

candidataylor50@gmail.com
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk
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D. J. Macleod
Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting

Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of  Wood Chips

Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901
www.donlogs.com

e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com 

YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

• 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:
• Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
• Seniors welcomed  Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
• Hambleden Valley based  Mobile: 07917 683162

2928

. .

01865 400341 | events@greenscatering.co.uk
www.greenscatering.co.uk

We are special event caterers in 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and 

the surrounding areas.

Have an event coming up? 
We love to chat food. 

Call us today on 01865 400341.

18 19

Over 150 years of  
River and Boating Service
	� Luxury Passenger Boat Charter
	� Self Drive Adventure
	� Luxury Boating Holidays
	� River Trips
	� Moorings and Storage
	� Edwardian Chauffeured Launches

For bookings and enquiries  
please contact Hobbs of Henley  
on 01491 572035  
or boats@hobbsofhenley.co.uk
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T: 0118 9344230 M: 07961 366535
E: darrenjomooney@hotmail.com

• NVQ qualified
• Many references available in and around Henley
• No job too small!
• Interior & exterior work done!
• Free competitive quotes! No obligation
• Prompt and friendly service!
• C.I.S registered business
• Full public liability insurance
• Specialist in rural run down property

J & D Mooney
YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken
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In Association with Henley Chic Decor

T:01189 9344230    M:07961 366535
darrenjomooney@hotmail.com   henleyschicdecor.co.uk
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Under New
OWNERSHIP

@stagandhuntsmangarage

FOLLOW US

Batteries | Brakes | Diagnostics | MOT’s
Oil Changes | Tyres | Servicing & More!

The Stag & Huntsman garage is an independent garage located in
the picturesque Hambleden Valley, with over 15 years of

experience in the automotive industry offering a range of services.

Monday - Friday  | 8am - 5pm
OPENING TIMES

CO
N

TACT U
S TO

D
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Hambleden, RG9 6RP | 01491 877697
www.stagandhuntsmangarage.com | info@stagandhuntsmangarage.com 



When it matters most, put your 
next move in safe hands.

Knight Frank Henley
Proud to support the Hambleden Valley Magazine

01491 818416 | henley@knightfrank.com

Your partners in property


