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GROUP LETTER

Easter: love actually

RO PSERWES | have read that ‘Lent is a time of weeping’,
and my experience of this Lent has
indeed seen more than my fair share of
funerals to conduct, many of them filling
the Church to bursting. And our papers are
full of the darkness of conflict because the
drama of war — and also crime - make such
sale-able copy.

The latest new war in Iran only adds to our
understanding that in all violence, it is the
weak, the poor, the disadvantaged who
suffer the most. And yet also in this season of
Lent, with all its weeping, the daffodils have
pushed through the soil, and the sun, on its
occasional appearances, has warmed the
land. The wildlife has become louder and
more visible. The complete turnaround from
the season of Lent to the season of Easter is
the most wonderful symbol of tragedy and
death metamorphosed into triumph and
resurrection. It is hard to avoid the weight,
gloom, and distress of Good Friday. Imagine seeing your innocent hero hung on a
cross to die in public view and in such shame. And Good Friday is a Public Holiday
to stop us in our tracks with the full significance of the cross. Yet then follows Easter
Sunday, a complete reversal, death conquered, Christ Risen!

And so, as the big stories in our media point us to the death, destruction and tragedy
going on in our world today, so we can turn, with an Easter mindset, to the joys of
celebrations going on at a lower level around the world, just as they always have.
Even a packed-out funeral can be seen as an outpouring of love, a celebration of the
person, and not just an ending. Love actually is all around us, but we have to look for
it. Let’s celebrate Easter, new birth, Spring and Summer. And let us enjoy the weddings
planned for the Summer, and wish for more baptisms to balance out the funerals. Let

us have an Easter mindset.
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STEEL FRAMED BUILDINGS

BLOCKED EARS?

Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with
over 20 years experience. Now providing
a home service for Earwax Removal.
et her visit you in your own home to help

lieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

| =ull PPE equipment used to comply with
recommended Covid safety measures.

07795 268866

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk

facebook.com/blockedear
instagram.com/blocked_ear

HEARING
SCREENING
& TESTING

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066




Our Luxury Design auctions feature

fine jewellery, silver & designer
handbags | Contact us to consign to
the next auction

Late Art Deco double diamond clip brooch | Sold for £3,125
www.thepedestal.com | +44 (0)1491 522733 | valuations@thepedestal.com

LAWSONS
GOLDSMITHS

17 Duke Street, Henley

Est. 1993 Before - in your drawer...

After - reimagined by Lawsons Goldsmiths

Breathe new life
into your forgotten
favourites.

Lawsons Goldsmiths
expertly remodel
treasurcd piceces for
today.

Book your design
consultation now -
01491 412 232




GROUP NOTES

Prayer for our new Associate Priest

Loving God.

Guide us as we prayerfully seek to discern the right person to serve as our Associate Priest.

Be at the centre of all our conversations and decisions. Open our hearts to the leading of Your Holy Spirit.

Reveal to us the person whom You are calling. Help us to trust in Your Love and in Your provision for

all that we need.
We lift these prayers to You in Jesus name.

Amen

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group

Hambleden Valley Church Sandwich Family Service

Top Slice = Introduction: Song & Scripture Reading (by children)

g g ]
On Sunday 1st March Rev Andy Storch and the
Youth 9 Group were very excited to hold the
first/pilot family service at Turville Church. As it
is intended to be ‘all-inclusive multigenerational’
we were delighted to welcome many families,
including those new to Hambleden Valley,
ranging in age from very young infants to adults
and super-adults (as my children call the older
folk). We aptly named our new family service
‘Church Sandwich’ and judging from the
feedback kindly given by attendees, all parts of
the service were very much enjoyed - especially
the opportunity to socialise over a cuppa and
delicious homemade cakes etc.

With some minor alterations to the layout
of pews, the laying down of soft, clean rugs
with a variety of games and puzzles in the side
chapel, the erecting a few trestle tables for the

Meaty filling = Age-appropriate activities: art & craft, socialising & food
Bottom Slice = Closing: feedback on theme, song & prayer

art and craft, setting up the refreshments area
around the baptismal font and placing the large
projection screen before the altar, Rev Andy
Storch welcomed everyone to our first Church
Sandwich Family Service explaining today’s
theme: The Parable of The Good Samaritan.
With Nigel at the organ, everyone sang the
opening song with great enthusiasm: He's got the
whole world in His hands. The highlights of The
Good Samaritan story were projected on screen
and the children took turns in reading their parts.
Gillian then taught us a five-finger kind hand
prayer. Reflecting on the important lessons of
this parable, the children had the opportunity to
drawer, paint and cut out ‘kind helping hands’
to help reinforce the key lessons. Meanwhile, the
adults enjoyed discussing the theme whilst the
food and drinks were served to everyone.

Continued on page 7



The perfect venue in the
middle of the beautiful
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen
facilities, patio, WiFi,
hearing loop, parking.
Hire by the hour or
by session.

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org visit www.hambledenvillagehall.org

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE STORES
& POST OFFICE

Local Artisan Produce - Freshly Ground Coffee & Teas
Filled Rolls & Toasties - Homemade Sausage Rolls
Organic Cakes - Fresh Bread & Pastries - Ice Creams
Seating Area - Post Office

That groovy little store!

Mon - Sat 8am - 5pm
All locally sourced and made with love!

Sun 8.30am-4pm

58 The Village. Hambleden. info@hambledenvillagestores.com. 01491 571201




RACKLEYS

Discover Rackleys Chiltern Hills. Dating back to the 1700’s, the name Rackleys honours it’s first

tenant farmer. Our privately owned venue has been lovingly resorted to an impeccable standard.

A hidden gem in the Chiltern Hills with sweeping views across the countryside, it is the perfect
place for anyone looking for an exclusive use, private country venue.

Rackleys Chiltern Hills, Marlow Road, Cadmore End, HP14 3PP

01494 412 515 or hello@rackleys.co.uk

“The venue itself is simply stunning. The beantiful surroundings and elegant spaces

created the most magical backdrop for our wedding. It truly made the day feel special
and unforgettable.”



It was very apparent that the children thoroughly
enjoyed taking an active part in the scriptures,
the puzzles and the art and crafts. Rev Andy
Storch closed the service with a beautiful prayer
and another heart-felt song in-keeping with the
theme: Cross over the road.

Armed now with such positive feedback, the
Youth 9 Group look forward to welcoming you
to the next Church Sandwich Family Service
on Sunday 3rd May at 3pm at Turville Church,
again, after which we will follow the rotating
Group Service on the first Sunday of each month.

Kim Walker

Last night, I had a dream

Last night, I had a dream, Lord.
Someone nailed you to a tree

At first his back was turned

And I couldn’t really see.

But on his shoulders I could see the pride.
(or was it hate or fear?)

And [ felt a burning deep inside

As the figure now was clear....

But the dream was fading fast, Lord

And the figures slipped away,

And I never saw his face, Lord

Or heard the words you tried to say.

But I think you know [ lie, Lord,

For his face was plain to see

And the words you spoke, “Forgive them, Lord”
And the man of pride was me.

Community Matters

As the Easter holidays are approaching, we are
expecting the foodbank in March to be busier
than usual because the families will have their
children at home for two weeks and will need to
stock up with extra food. We will make sure our
supplies are as good as possible with the food
items we know are popular with our families.

We have had some very useful donations of
household items; a set of saucepans in perfect
condition, cutlery, baking utensils as well as
winter coats and bedding items. We are always

GROUP NOTES

grateful for these types of donations but our
biggest problem is storage as we haven’t any!
However, items such as those just mentioned are
welcome and are displayed on foodbank days so
families can choose anything that will be of use
to them.

We are continuing to support our Algerian
refugee family and get them settled in. Central
Aid have been very helpful with larger items for
them and whilst beds were provided, bedding too
was obviously needed. Barbara had a great time
taking the mother to ASDA to choose duvets etc.
which included a fun design on the duvet cover
for each of the children. All of the family are so
grateful for the support we have been able to give
them and, of course, your donations mean we
can do things like this.

We continue to make decisions on individual
needs as they come to our notice. Recently a
cooker had completely broken down, too old to
be repaired, and we were able to help with the
cost of a new one. Emergencies do occur as we
all know ourselves and it is so good to be able to
respond whenever we can.

As always, our grateful thanks for all the support
you give, enabling us to carry on with this work
that is so needed.

Blessings,
Judy Taylor

Henley Arts Trail Bank Holiday
2nd-4th May 2026

I'll be exhibiting again on the Henley Arts
Trail, at a new wonderful waterfront location
Greenlands, Henley Business School. It's Venue
16 and will be showcasing 38 artists/creatives
which will include Turville Studios Artists (Jenny
Zolkwer, Suzy Tonkinson, Rachel Wallace, Marie
Robinson and Beverley Matchette-Downes),
Rachel Ducker’s unique sculptured wire figures
and many members of The Buckinghamshire
Craft Guild. There’ll be paintings, glass work,
photography, sculpture, woodwork, jewellery,
pottery and much more.
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I'll be exhibiting
my glass work
with lots of new
exciting  gilded,
hand painted,
and some new
smaller pieces. So
come and visit us.
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ARTS

The venue can be
reached by car or
if you or friends
are arriving from
Henley take the
Hobbs River
Boat Ferry. It will
bring you down
the Thames
almost to the
door of The River
House, the venue
we are using
at  Greenlands
overlooking the Thames. Make it a special day
and book ahead with Greenlands to enjoy
afternoon tea and make the most of visiting us.

We'd love to see you and we'll be open daily from
10am to 5pm from Saturday 2nd to Monday 4th
May. Entry is free and all work will be for sale.

2026 is the 20" anniversary of the Arts Trail and
there are over 300+ creatives located across 36
beautiful and unusual venues that you could
meet and talk to. For further information go to
www.henleyartstrail.com

Karen Musgrave Hill

Love is in the air... Should we get
married for tax reasons?

It may not be the most romantic reason for tying
the knot amid the beautiful Marlow countryside
or the Oxford spires, however marriage can offer
significant financial protection.

Simply being married at the time of your death
can reduce your exposure to inheritance tax as
spouses can transfer any unused inheritance tax

allowances to each other upon death. This means
the surviving spouse can potentially inherit up
to twice the individual tax-free allowance, and
twice the allowance available against the value
of a house, significantly reducing the overall tax
liability on the estate. Additionally, spouses can
transfer unlimited personal possessions between
them on death, without paying any tax.

Civil partners benefit from the same inheritance
tax allowances as married couples. So they can
transfer unlimited assets between them tax-free,
and any unused inheritance tax allowances can
be transferred to the surviving partner.

We are ‘common law’ spouses, doesn’t that
mean something in law? Couples may have been
together for many years and the outside world
may consider them to be married, however unless
you have a certificate, you will not receive any of
the above benefits under current law when one of
you dies. The survivor of a cohabiting couple who
were not married or in a civil partnership could
face an inheritance tax bill after the first death
which is much larger than it would have been, had
they been married. This means there is much less
available for the survivor, and any children, and
assets may need to be sold to cover the tax.

So let’s do it! It goes without saying that getting
married or entering into a civil partnership
is a serious decision which should not be
taken lightly. Although the inheritance tax
benefits are significant, marriage and civil
partnerships are legal contracts with other
implications. If the relationship breaks down,
divorce or dissolution can be time-consuming
and costly, putting both partners and the
rest of the family under strain. However, for
long-established couples, marriage or civil
partnership can provide protection and peace
of mind for the future. Ultimately, you should
consider your decision carefully, and professional
advice may be necessary. If you are in Marlow
or Oxfordshire, our team of experienced solicitors
can help you.

Bethan Chant
The Burnside Partnership



CJ Armstrong

Landscaping and Groundwork

e Fencing and Gates (Garden and Agricultural)
e Supply and Plant Mature Trees and Hedging
e Hedge Cutting and Garden Maintenance

e Hard Landscaping, Paving and Brickwork

e Groundwork and Drainage

e Turfing and Planting

tel 01491 577767 mobile 07881 911074 www.cjarmstrong.co.uk

; T B P . Specialist Private Client Lawyers &

Tax professionals

THE BURNSIDE Trusted advisors to individuals and their families
PARTNERSHIP

We are based in Marlow, Bucks, but also have offices in London
and Oxfordshire.

Legal500

WA partnership.com or email )25
bethan.chant( burnsidepartnership.com
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oodburning stove

and fitting. | Tel: 01865 745215

places.co.uk

Email: enquiries@dorchesterfireplaces.co.uk
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OAKEN GROVE

I N E A R D

Discover Oaken Grove Vineyard, a 40-year-old hidden gem in the Chiltern Hills,
where award-winning English wines come to life. This family-run boutique vineyard,
tucked neatly between Henley-on-Thames and Marlow, produces exceptional still
and sparkling wines—fresh and modern, from grapes bursting with flavour.

Join us for a vineyard tour and tasting experience, or soak in the atmosphere at
one of our live jazz music events or foodie pop-ups. Planning a special event?
Our covered wine terrace and elegant Tasting Room are available for corporate
gatherings, private parties, weddings, workshops and wellness events.

Visit us and savour the taste of English excellence.

QOaken Grove Vineyard, Benhams Lane, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6JG \J&
oakengrovevineyard.co.uk
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Art, Wine and Craftsmanship at Oaken
Grove Vineyard for Henley Arts Trail

Oaken Grove Vineyard will once again open its
gates for the Henley Arts Trail, Saturday 2nd to
Monday 4th May, hosting thirteen artists at the
family-run boutique vineyard. Now in its third
year as a venue, the vineyard offers visitors
the chance to enjoy art, fine wine and relaxed
countryside surroundings in one destination.

Guests can explore artwork throughout the
vineyard while enjoying a leisurely lunch among
the vines. Live music over the weekend will add
to the relaxed atmosphere, making it a perfect
stop along the popular arts trail.

Two sculptors will exhibit work in the vineyard’s
picturesque grounds. Maxine Farmer’s bronze
sculptures capture ephemeral emotions and
expressive moments, while Helen Ormerod’s
tall ceramic sculptures create a striking contrast
against the green backdrop of the vines.
Visitors can also watch demonstrations by Billy
Goodworth of Frontier Forge, showcasing the
traditional craft of hand forging.

Inside the vineyard’s event room, a further ten
artists will be exhibiting. Visitors will be welcomed
by the hand-blended candles and soaps of
Lords Fragrance House. Painters include Mick
McNicholas, who works in oils and charcoal and
whose portrait of his mother was displayed at
the National Portrait Gallery last year, alongside
contemporary abstract painter Adeleh and acrylic
artist Dan Miller.

Ceramicists Jess Sarson and Caroline Gatfield will
also show their work, while emerging artist Danny
Jones makes her debut with watercolour and
printmaking. Printmaker Mark Lord will exhibit his

GROUP NOTES AND WILDLIFE
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popular lino-cut prints inspired by Cornwall.

Two nationally acclaimed jewellers complete the
line-up. Janet Richardson will present elegant
silver jewellery known for its flowing lines, textured
surfaces and translucent gemstones. Alongside
her, Machi de Waard will show modernist
designs in silver and gold. As co-authors of the
successful book Silver Jewellery Making, the pair
will be happy to discuss their craft and potential
commissions with visitors.

More information can be found at
www.henleyartstrail.com and
www.oakengrovevineyard.co.uk

Wendy Penrose

WILDLIFE
Frieth Natural History Society

Our April walk has been arranged for Sunday
26th April. We will have an early morning start to
enjoy our local dawn chorus, followed by coffee
and bacon butties.

The RSPB writes, ‘The dawn chorus is the
symphony of song performed by birds looking
for love, and to defend their patch. In spring, as
the days lengthen, wildlife starts to think about
the need to breed. For many male birds, this
means belting out the well-worn but wonderful
classics to try and attract females. The males want
to show off, but also to let other males know
they're top bird.’

Anyone is welcome to join us, but for non-
members we make a small charge. For further
details of meeting place and timings, please
contact; Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494
881586 or FNHS2023 @gmail.com

Mary Webb

Egrets at Mill End

[ have written before about the numbers of birds
seen in and around our garden at Mill End. Part
of this is due to the proximity of the Thames
which normally can’t be seen from the house
despite being only about 150 yards away. Last



WILDLIFE

month, however, the excessive rain caused the
Thames to come over its banks and we were
close to being the estate agents’ dream of being a
riverside property. This brought a lot more water
birds into vision but fortunately we were not
inundated with Canada geese.

The highlight was a group of egrets which
colonised the lake in the field for several days. We
have seen the odd egret before but never eight at
one time. If it hadn’t been for the foul weather,
we could have been in the south of France where
they are quite common.

Sadly, they disappeared when the flood receded
and we are left with large numbers of corvids
which are increasing yearly at the expense of
small songbirds.

Alan Brunskill

Common Ground

A sell-out special showing of the inspiring film
Common Ground by Hambleden Cinema on
12th March, described the principles and value of
Regenerative Agriculture, this time from the USA,
where it had been shown that there was a direct
relationship between profitability and an increase
in the amount of carbon in the soil. Regenerative
agriculture re-carbonises soil and helps reverse
climate change. The Rodale Institute in the US
has monitored this way of farming and has
found it can counter balance all the emissions
from industry and cars and also found that it can
feed large populations. Indigenous peoples have
always used this type of agriculture as their way
of life.

After the 2™ World War agriculture became

12

industrialised growing on a grand scale using
machines, fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides.
It was called the ‘Green Revolution’. Fertilizers
were needed because nothing was put back into
the soil, and pesticides and herbicides because
monoculture encourages pests and weeds. The
film unveiled a dark web of money, power, and
politics keeping farmers locked into this system.

Principles of regenerative agriculture involve
taking into account the context of the land, using
the least amount of mechanical disturbance,
increasing diversity, never leaving bare soil instead
planting cover crops which keep roots holding
the soil and preventing wind and water erosion.
Finally, grazing animals are really important with
their fertilizing ability and encouragement of
microbes. The use of chemicals can be gradually
reduced as natural processes take over.

After the showing there was a lively Q & A by two
representatives of the Soil Association — Michelle
Paisley and Josiah Judson.

Penny McLeish

Rescuing Wildlife

Living as we do in the beautiful Chiltern
countryside, we are lucky enough to be surrounded
by birds and animals which sometimes need our
help. Driving along I once found an unconscious
pheasant on the road which [ took to the lovely
vets in Henley.  was told that it had been stunned
by a car and just needed looking after for a short
while. It lived in our guinea pigs’ garden run as it
recovered. One day | was gardening near it, when
[ heard it make a strange parping sound and I was
surprised to see an egg come out! As soon as it
recovered, we released it into the wild again. More
recently, one of the two cygnets in our local swan
family appeared to have a broken wing and would
clearly soon be easy prey for a fox. I phoned
Wendy Hermon at Swan Support in Bray and she
came out even though it was, by now, nighttime
and together we found the injured cygnet and
its family. Wendy and her partner managed to

Continued on page 17
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slag & hunilsman

HAMBLEDEN

open Monday to Sunday, for breakfast, lunch and dinner
www.stagandhuntsman.com | 01491 571227
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Church Services and Events

From The Registers
Rest in Peace
Mar 3 Kate Wylie Funeral and Burial, Fawley
Mar 5 The Late Lord Parmoor (Seddon Cripps) Burial of Ashes, Frieth
Mar 10 Kenneth Hymen Cremation
Mar 11 Kate Wylie Thanksgiving Service, Hambleden

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below:

hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

Henley based plumbing, heating and bathroom specialist

@ 07596 018344
G PAULEALLHEATSOLUTIONS.COM

ALLHEAT S ¢ © 0

SOLUTIONS

%¢ il Boiler Servicing, General Plumbing

Breakdown & Repair. Maintenance & Repair. E%E

* Dil Boiler Installations. ¢ Heating System Power o
Bathroom Design & Flushing. =]
Installation Service. Underfloor Heating

* Full Tiling Service. Installation & Repair. SCAN ME
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CALENDAR FOR APRIL 2026

Pattern of Worship April 2026
Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am on Wednesdays with
Churchyard Prayers at Fawley at 12noon on Fridays. The 10.15am midweek Holy Communion on
Wednesdays is at Turville. Since we are short staffed while awaiting a new Associate Priest it may be that
not all services will go ahead. Please check our website www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

for latest updates or contact our administrator Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616 —
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com with any query.

Sunday and Holy Week Services

1lam Palm
Surll\(/:}:ilcﬁ% Sunday Holy
Communion
Monday 30th .
March 7pm Compline
Tuesday 31st .
March 7pm Compline
Wednesday 1st .
Aprl 7pm Compline
7pm Maundy
Thur;dzzi 2nd Thursday Supper
P — Village Hall
Friday 3rd April 2pm Last Hour
Good Friday at the Cross
9am Holy 9am Holy
5th April Communion Communion 9.30am Holy
EasterSunday | 11am Holy lamHoly | 1lamHoly | CO™™MO"
Communion Communion Communion
9am Holy
Communion
12th April
1lam tbc 11am H(?ly
Communion
8am BCP Holy
9am Holy Communion
Communion .
i
g e 1lam Village
Service with
Tearfund speaker
9am Holy 9.30am Holy
26th April 1lam quy Communion 1lam H(?ly Communion
Communion Communion
6pm Evensong
10am Group
3rd M Service
rd May
3pm Church
Sandwich
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Pcta[mnJprtmcs@out[ookcom I {CC[SC Cutting / Laymg / Reduction.

Danesfield Gardens

' Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

Your local nursery for bedding and patio plants for spring and autumn
Baskets filled, compost, chimney pots and ornaments

Isabel McCrindle
Phone: 01628 484509 and Hannah McCrindle

Skirmett Village Hall

A bright lovely hall with fully equipped

kitchen in the Hambleden Valley available for
meetings, workshops, classes and parties.

WiFi available.

Bookings via the website: skirmettvillagehall.org
Other enquiries: skirmettvillagehall@gmail.com

All breeds of Dogs and Cats * Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 36 Years' Experience
Clipping/Hand Stripping
Rotten Row Farm « Hambleden
Henley-on-Thames - Oxon

i Tel: 01491 636140
C O l\ T & TA I LS candidataylor50@gmail.com
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established
01491 574644 @ ETSI II PP \I\]} 1906

MOMNUMENTAL MASOR

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RGY 1AG

www.etsheppard.co.uk info@etsheppard.co.uk
Private Car Parking
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hook it around the neck and discovered that it
had an infected wound on its wing, but should
recover quite quickly with antibiotics. They loaded
the cygnet into their van and took it off to their
treatment centre where it joined other cygnets on
the lake after being treated.

Thanks to fantastic teams of volunteers, as well
as professional vets and nurses, help for all wild
animals is available at any time of day and night.
Here are some useful numbers:

Swan Support (Wendy Hermon), Bray,
24 hours 07968 868172 or 01628 876336,
or email info@swansupport.org.uk

Tiggywinkles Animal Hospital,
Haddenham, 24 hour emergency helpline

01844 292292

Report dead birds of prey (hawks, owls, buzzards)
in England immediately to the Defra helpline
03459 335577 or via their online form. Do not
touch the bird, as it may be tested for bird flu. If
you suspect illegal poisoning or shooting, report it
to the police (101) and the RSPB.

Suzanne Birkett

HAMBLEDEN
Hambleden Cinema

Our last film of the season, on the 18th April,
is The Choral, rated 12A. The choral society’s
male members enlist in World War 1, leaving
the demanding Dr. Guthrie to recruit teenagers.
Together, they experience the joy of singing while
the young boys grapple with their impending
conscription into the army.

WILDLIFE AND HAMBLEDEN

Hambleden Cinema present

Saturday 18th April 2026
Doors & Bar open 7pm, Programme begins 8pm
Tickets £8 on sale at
www.hambledencinema.co.uk
and at Hambleden Village Stores

B b Mgy B ooy bor gl 'Wilage sl pgmaseud] Churiny TR

The trailer;
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt31851518/

Doors open 7pm, programme begins 8pm.
Tickets, £8 each, can be bought from Hambleden
Village Stores and from https:/www.
hambledencinema.co.uk. There will be a
bar selling soft drinks, wine, beer and tempting
delicious cinema snacks!

In aid of raising funds for Hambleden Village Hall
Registered Charity 30027

Hambleden Cinema Team

= | BARTON
L =00

Supplying Heating Oil to the
Hambleden Valley for over 50 years (01923 233171

BARTON
PETROLEUM

Fuel and lubricants for
Home, Farm & Industry
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HAMBLEDEN AND FRIETH

Connected!

Before

Fed up with all the road closures? Here is a
good news story following the three weeks
Bottom Lane in Pheasants Hill was closed. It was
mighty inconvenient to visitors and residents of
Pheasants Hill, affected Colstrope and Bacres,
and it involved several planned and unplanned
electricity cuts along the way, but all with a good
ending. The very precarious line of ancient
telegraph poles along the foot of the wood have
been replaced by strong new ones, said to last
50 years. The many dodgy trees threatening to
down the cables in a wind have been felled, and
in doing so a great chalk road has been bulldozed
through the scrubland. It will all grow back. But
perhaps Pheasants Hill can say goodbye to their
regular power outages, some of which were
over 24 hours (and we have only lived here 2.5
years!). We are connected again!

Andy Storch

FRIETH
Frieth School
Visit to Maidenhead Mosque

Ospreys had an inspiring visit to Maidenhead
Mosque. Our guide was full of praise for the
children, commenting on their impressive
knowledge, thoughtful questions, and genuine
curiosity. Throughout the wvisit, the children
deepened their understanding of Islam and
reflected on the importance of living respectfully
alongside others.

Young Voices

An Unforgettable Day at Young Voices! What
an incredible experience our pupils had at
Young Voices. We are bursting with pride for
the 32 children who sang with such passion,
confidence, and joy. They represented the school
beautifully, filling the arena with their voices and
their enthusiasm.

ECO Award
I'm thrilled to announce
Frieth C.E.C. School
has been awarded the
HROMNTE Bronze Green Futures
cRitiruuREs awesn Award  from  Greener

Frieine.E s Henley. This recognition
e . celebrates our school’s
commitment to creating a

greener, more sustainable

g future for our children,
starting right here

Continued on page 21



Award Winning i 5
LACEYs |
F o FARM SHOP & BUTCHERS ©

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Fully stocked farm shop
specialising in produce from
our farm, as well as other
local farms and businesses.

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers

Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP
Telephone : 01494 881660
www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk

Rug Rescue - Giving
Quality Rugs a Second Life

Before disposing of a rug that no longer
suits your home, it’s worth considering its true
value. Many Persian, Oriental & wool-rich
contemporary rugs are discarded simply due
to redecorating, downsizing or light wear. In
reality, these rugs are often still structurally
sound & far too well made to end up in landfill.

High-quality rugs are designed to

Absolutely Fabulous

PERSIAN & ORIENTAL

RUG CLEANING
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Opening Times
Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm

Sat 8.30am - 4pm
Sun 9am - 2pm

last for generations. Wool fibres respond
exceptionally well to deep cleaning, colours
can be revived, & minor wear or damage
can often be repaired. A rug that feels tired
or out of place in one home may be ideal in
another. Choosing reuse first helps reduce
waste & preserves traditional craftsmanship.
This is where Rug Rescue comes in. If you
have a genuine wool, silk or hand-knotted rug
you no longer need, we can collect it, assess
its condition & carry out professional cleaning
& any necessary restoration. Once refreshed,
the rug is carefully matched with a new owner
who will value its quality & character.
Rather than being sold for profit,
rescued rugs are re-homed in exchange
for a charitable donation. Your rug avoids
landfill, supports a good cause & continues
its story—making Rug Rescue a sustainable
& meaningful solution for all involved.

ARCS

_——
ASSOCIATION o1 RUG CARE SPECIALISTS
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YOGA IN YOUR HOME

Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

* 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:

 Small Groups Susannah Trombetti

* Seniors welcomed Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
* Hambleden Valley based Mobile: 07917 683162

Ly % 2 el

} 3 ' 3 i TPy il
Denning Montessori Nursery and Forest School - Fawley
www.DenningMontessoriSchool.com - Tel: Jenny 07982 620710
Admin@denningmontessorischool.com

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service

24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370 ~

www.tomalins.couk office@tomalins.co.uk PCharl r
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG Plans.

W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.

L (Established 1968)
#NFB

Harsine emmeen o Jel g

BUILDERS and DECORATORS
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366
e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com
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in our local area. Congratulations to
everyone involved for helping us take a
step towards a more environmentally
responsible future!

Netball

An epic battle took place with Frieth girls taking
on the mighty Danesfield in their first 5’s fixture.
A slow start from Frieth saw us go 4-0 down
after the first quarter, but determination and
spirit shone through and by quarter 3 we were
all square at 5-5. With everything to play for
in the last quarter, the mood from the sideline
was as tense as it was on court, but the girls
held their nerve, played their game and kept a
strong, slick Danesfield team at bay finishing on a
very respectable score of 7-7 Congratulations to
Tabby on her Player of the Match performance.
Well done girls!

FRIETH AND FAWLEY

Football

A stunning performance from our football
team saw Frieth claim a deserved 2-0 victory
over Highworth. Goals from Ed and Arron sealed
the win, rewarding a fantastic team effort and a
very impressive all-round performance. A well-
earned result and a night to be proud of for
everyone involved!

Martin Gosling
Headteacher

FAWLEY

Spring Concert in Fawley - April 17th
6.30pm (doors open at 6pm)

Drinks will be available during the interval and
after the performance at 8.15pm.

You are invited to a very special spring concert
in the church featuring Izzy Howard and
Michael Temporal-Darell. Michael and Izzy

are both graduates of the Royal Academy of
Music and rising stars in their fields. Michael is




FAWLEY

a member of the International
Open Studio for Luzerne
Theatre and his performances
include  Opera  Holland
Park and Opera Prelude.
His family live in Fawley
and many of you will
remember Michael from past
carol services.

Izzy is a violinist who has
performed extensively as a
soloist, chamber and
orchestral musician. She is
now playing as part of the
London Symphony Orchestra,
London Philharmonic
Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and the Britten Symphonia.

Tickets (£20) available now on the Friends of Fawley Church website
https://www.friendsoffawleychurch.org/event-details-registration/special-spring-concert

Also, our Saturday morning café will be back in the church and churchyard on 2nd, 9th, 16th and 23rd
May serving excellent coffee, teas and delicious cakes from 10.30-12.30. Feel free to bring your dogs
too. We will be adding more activities for children and welcome extra helpers and bakers. If you are
interested in volunteering, please contact fawleychurchfriends@gmail.com

dulia Ogilvy

Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, VWWeddings, Classes.

For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6L]
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NUBODI PILATES

Changing the Way
Henley-on-Thames Moves

"L

Nestled in the heart of Henley-on-Thames, Nubodi Pilates
is a boutique Reformer Pilates studio founded by
Carine Cowley and her daughter Lia.

Together, they deliver world-class Reformer Pilates in a
welcoming, nurturing environment for all abilities.

Scan to join the Nubodi Community

3 Classes £55
Private Session + 2 Classes £95

Personalised, expert-led Reformer Pilates
for strength, mobility, and confidence.

5-Star Google Reviews | Henley-on-Thames | @nubodipilates | nubodi.co.uk
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ADVERTISEMENTS

North Cornwall,

Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles.
Family cottage with garden.

Sleeps 6. Quiet lane with footpath
leading to huge sandy beach.
Excellent surfing, walking golf. Very
reasonable rents. Beck-Burridge
01491 413171.

Rock, North Cornwall.
Modernised, traditional cottage by
the beach, sleeps 8. Available for
holiday lets. Contact Mandy Heller
on 01491 638355 or johnheller@

poynattscottage.com

Salcombe, South Devon. Three
bedroom cottage, recent refurb,
stunning estuary views, quiet &
close to town centre, sleeps six,easy
access beaches/walks, holiday lets
throughout year, 01491 577344.

Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4,
available for weekly holiday lets,
and The Studio sleeps 2, available
for 2-5 nights. An ideal peaceful
location for exploring this beautiful
island. Wonderful panoramic views,
walks, beaches, wildlife. Visit
www.thesmithymull.co.uk

for more information.

Dairy Lane Dog Grooming.
Hand-stripping, Clipping, Scissoring,
Bathing, Nails. Louise McTeague,

4 Dairy Lane, Hambleden, Henley-
on-Thames, Oxon RG9 3AS Tel
01491 579442. Member of British
Dog Groomers Association and

Pet Care Trust.

Do You Need Your Logs
Stacking? If so then please contact
Tom on 07866 683383.

Try Reflexology for

Better sleep; improved memory;
increased energy levels; sharper
concentration; better immune
system; ability to manage stress;
better decision making and release
of tension. All of us have some of
these symptoms and a few sessions
of Reflexology could help improve
your daily life. I am AoR registered
and practice in Henley - so please
come and try - preferential rates
offered to readers of this magazine

- contact Vicky Lehaj on 07429
151389 or email v.lehaj@gmail.com

Need your chimney sweeping
or stove installed? If so, then
please contact Terry - a member

of the National Association of
Chimney Sweeps with over 30
years of experience working in

the Hambleden Valley - on 01494
564321 or mobile 07850 196616.
Tip Top Dog Training.

Puppy School is held on Saturday
mornings at Lane End Youth and
Community Centre followed by Dog
Club which is open to graduates

of Puppy School or following

1:2:1 assessment.
www.tiptopdogtraining.co.uk

07711 807109

melanie@tiptopdogtraining.co.uk.

YOUR LOCAL TYREFITTING
SPECIALISTS AND MOBILE
BREAKDOWN SERVICE!

Thames View Tyres will get
you back on the road!

CONTACT US!

01491 413311
www.thamesviewtyres.co.uk
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Furnished

Accommodation
Management Services,

by Pass the Keys (South
Oxfordshire). Based in
Henley-on-Thames, providing

a fully managed service - listing
creation and management, guest
communication, cleaning and
linen. Hassle-free high returns for
landlords, second home owners
or country estates looking to
diversify. Reach out to Rachael
07792 003333 to see how we can
help, or email south-oxfordshire(@
passthekeys.co.uk

Rowlandscapes creative
landscape gardening. Patios &
paths, brickwork, planting &
hedging, lawns, fencing, tree
surgery. Telephone: 01844 351919
Mobile: 07718 257104 Email:
rowlandscapes@googlemail.com
Website:

www.rowlandscapes.com

The Stag & Huntsman
Garage

Under new management.

For all your car services, MOTs and
repairs. Pop in to see either Russell
or Antonia or call 01491 877697.
Website:

www.stagandhuntsmangarage.com




Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount,
just quote #Hambleden

HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs.
Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage
Contact Hugo or Sophie on:

01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com

Professional Oven Cleaning Services

Healthy, Happy Ovens In A Jiffy

Bvens % 01491 714012

HEALTHY, HAPPY OVENS IN A JIFFY info@healthyovens_co_uk

www.healthyovens.co.uk

Graham Blake

soft furnishing

* Loose Covers ¢ Curtains®
* Re-Upholstery * Tracks and Poles *

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE

For personal, helpful service, please call
Tel: 01844 261769 « Mob: 0780 1182 400
grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

HAMBLEDEN VALLEY GROUP OF
CHURCHES

Rector: The Revd. Andy Storch,
07811 430898, Revandystorch(@gmail.com

Director of Music: Jo Hutchins
07909 608654 johutchins27@gmail.com

Organist Emeritus: Christine Wells BEM,
c@wells.vnworks.net

Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle, 07769
599616, hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle,
07769 599616,
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor,
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm

Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297,

wendy.duerden@techademic.net

Barney’s Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall,
Currently suspended

Hambleden Valley Garden Club:
Meetings October-March on the first Tuesday
of the month, Frieth Village Hall.

Clair Honnor 07773 387195

Website:
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

FAWLEY (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)
Churchwarden:
Vacant

Village Hall Booking:
David Burton - davidburtn83@hotmail.co.uk

FINGEST (ST BARTHOLOMEW)

Churchwardens:

Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
brianbarnes346(@gmail.com
Jill Dean, 01491 638678,

jill@sundawn.uk.com
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FRIETH (ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST)

Verger: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227,
ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com

Village Hall Bookings:
website www.friethvillagehall.org
email friethvillagehall@gmail.com

Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society:
Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586,
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club: Ben Smiley
friethcricket@btinternet.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub.
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227

ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com

HAMBLEDEN (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:
Vacant

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email

Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker,
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Bridge Club Barbara Pooley
Hambledenbridge@gmail.com

Pilates: Mondays 11 — 12 Fran Presho,
07951 019594

Hambleden Social and Sports Club:
Open daily from 8pm Pat Eldridge,
01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons, 01491
577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com

Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall,
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com



MEDMENHAM
(ST PETER AND ST PAUL)

Churchwarden:
Vacant.

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori,
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations:

1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and
Beavers: leader Nick Currie,
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

SKIRMETT

Village Hall Bookings:
Bookings via the website:
skirmettvillagehall.org

Other enquiries:
skirmettvillagehall@gmail.com

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:
Vacant

Bell Ringing: Wed practice,
Rachel Wallace, 01494 833025

rachel@markjwallace.com

Artists’ studios: Turville Studios open the
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm.
Angela Fois turvillestudios(@aol.com
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

TURVILLE NORTHEND

Village Hall Bookings:
David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm

smfaragher@fastmail.fm

Yoga: Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341

Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk,

www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem
01494 449215, mpc.clerk@gmail.com

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.

com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting
Ross McDonald, 07769 971252
r.mcdonald2007 @yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288,
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Distributors:

Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171;
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170;
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418;
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135;
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747,
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064;
Parmoor: Gillie Scott 01494 881408;
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913;
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574;
Southend: Rodney Pickett 01491 638523;
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344,
Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675;
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com



DESIGN HOME DECORATORS

| KrrcHeNs & BATHROOOMS | INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | REFURBISHMENT & DECORATION |

Bill Simons

Twin Peaks, Spurgrove, Little Frieth
Nr. Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 6PB

Tel +44 (0)1494 881341 Mobile: +44 (0)7774 171908
Email: bsimons@dhdcommercial.com | bill@designhomedecor.co.uk

€Xff€lﬂ€€/€ﬂﬂ.ma/«®

Superior Cleaning and Application of Protectors
Carpet, Upholstery, Leather, Modern & Oriental Rugs, Curtains, Tile & Grout/Stone Flooring,
Anti-Allergen Treatment, Specialist Stain Removal, Wood Floor Refinishing

Paul Brooker 35 Place Farm Way, Monks Risborough Bucks HP27 9JJ
T: 01844 346379 /344735 M: 07866 376934 E: jjjp@uwclub.net
www.extremecleancouk.com

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals ~ Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry
24 Hour Service
www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

Marlow Head Office Flackwell Heath High Wycombe Beaconsfield Farnham Common Gerrards Cross
21-23 Little Marlow Road 24 White Pit Lanc 891 London Road 32 Gregories Road 4 The Broadway 38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01628 898866 Tel: 01494 952288 Tel: 01494 472572

Tel: 01494 685000 Tel: 01753 535556

M4D. J. Macleod

Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting
Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of Wood Chips
Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901

www.donlogs.com

e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com

Tel: 01753 891892
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BOATRUILDERS o THE THAMES ESTY ovier 200 YEARS
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BOATBUILDERS - RESTORERS - BROKERS

FTELEPHONE: G1628 A24888 "WWW . FETERFREEBRODY, COxM
THAMES BOATHOUSES, MILEL LANE, HURLEY, BERKRSHIRE, SLa SX1»

J Hooney
In Association w:fh Henley Chic Decor

YOUR “CLEAN" RELIABLE
QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken

* NVQ qualified

* Many references available in and around Henley
* No job too small!

¢ Interior & exterior work done!

* Free competitive quotes! No obligation

¢ Prompt and friendly service!

® C.L.Sregistered business

e Full public liability insurance

¢ Specialist in rural run down property

01189 344230 07961 366535

darrenjomooney@hotmail.com henleyschicdecor.com




® ¥ Knight

B 4 Frank

When it matters most, put your
next move in safe hands.

Knight Frank Henley
Proud to support the Hambleden Valley Magazine
01491 818416 | henley@knightfrank.com

Your partners in property



