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If you are unable to contact the Group
Priests, please get in touch with your

churchwarden. (see pages 26 and 27)

All contributions are welcome, to the
Editor, Penny McLeish
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

3 Abbey Cottages, Ferry Lane,
Medmenham SL7 2HB
Telephone 01491 571288

Please keep articles within 350 words. Copy
deadline is 15th of the month.
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GROUP LETTER

Group Letter

The sheaves had behaved themselves and remained upright in
Hambleden Church, we had sung enthusiastically We Plough
the Fields and Scatter and everyone was ready to step outside
into the warm September sunshine for the harvest lunch at the
Village Hall.

But once outside we stopped in amazement: during the Harvest
Festival service it had snowed! We were confused. It was warm
and sunny, yet the cottage roofs were white with fallen snow.
We then realised that the village was a film set for the Christmas
advertisement of a well-known department store. Things were
not as they seemed, but there again, things aren’t always as they seem.

As we approach the beginning of our harvest services in the Hambleden Valley Churches
throughout September and October, we know that we live in a world that is not always
as it seems.

In Buckinghamshire, a seemingly affluent county, 1 discovered recently that one in eight
children is living in poverty. In the beautiful countryside around us, our farmers — especially
thinking of those in the Hambleden Valley - are met with all kinds of challenges, including
weather-related, which affect their harvest, crops and animal feed.

But thankfully, harvest is also a time when we are able to make a difference. The Hambleden
Valley already offers support to two foodbanks: Community Matters in Lane End and the
One Can Trust in High Wycombe. However, following the summer holidays, stocks are
always low or depleted as there have been no school meals available for the children.

At harvest time we have opportunities to replenish the stocks for those who find themselves
needing to use the foodbanks. Goods can be brought to the harvest services - we have a
wonderful variety of services on offer and would love to see you! Or perhaps come along to
a special concert on 10th September (see inside for all details), raising funds for Community
Matters, so that winter does not come early for families. And let’s keep praying for our
farmers, so that they are not left out in the cold.

God bless
Sue

PRINTING

& OFFICE SUPPLIES

HIGGS

Booklets ¢ Brochures * Magazines ¢Leaflets ¢ Business Cards * Letterheads
Banners ¢ Posters * Pull up Banners
Design * Print « Copying * Office Supplies * Plan Printing
FAST, LOCAL, PERSONAL SERVICE

Caxton House, 1 Station Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1AD
T: 01491 419429 E: henley@higgsgroup.co.uk W: www.higgsprinting.co.uk
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STEEL FRAMED BUILDINGS

BLOCKED EARS?

Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with
over 20 years experience. Now providing
a home service for Earwax Removal.
et her visit you in your own home to help

lieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

| =ull PPE equipment used to comply with
recommended Covid safety measures.

07795 268866

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk

facebook.com/blockedear
instagram.com/blocked_ear

HEARING
SCREENING
& TESTING

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066




RACKLEYS

ChLer Gl

Nestled in the heart of Buckinghamshire is a beautiful wedding and
events venue.

Lovingly restored from a traditional farm, Rackleys Chiltern Hills is a
bright, light-filled barn that accommodates 120 guests, expandable to
150 with evening guests. Set among stunning gardens with views of
the surrounding Chiltern Hills, it's the perfect-romantic setting for

loving couples hoping to tie the knot.

The beautifully restored farm is over 300 years old with its name
honouring its first tenant farmer back in the 18th century. Both the
barn itself and the grounds are licensed for civil weddings, with seven

sprawling acres at your disposal.

hello@rackleys.co.uk | 01494 412515




GROUP NOTES

Peter Taylor CBE

pa Al i ‘ﬁf':l- S &‘Jﬁ— b

What a lovely picture of Peter Taylor and
Irene Barrett at Windsor Castle just after
Peter had been invested as a Commander
of the British Empire (CBE) by Anne, the
Princess Royal. Congratulations, Peter.

In the era of ‘fake’ news it is so refreshing
to have a dedicated, old school, real
professional journalist recognised for a
lifetime’s work - reporting the ‘facts’. Peter
is renowned not only for his bravery in
covering ‘The Troubles’ in Northern Ireland
but for earning the trust of all sides in this
decades long confrontation. His televised
interviews with individuals who openly
admitted murder, and who could easily have
arranged his demise, will stay with many of
us for years. He was a rare Englishman to
be invited to Martin McGuinness’s wake and
one of the few English journalists invited to
lan Paisley’s memorial service.

Peter makes a very modest Commander
within our valley, deserving of the term
‘veteran’ after more than fifty years of
reporting and analysing conflict in Northern
Ireland and elsewhere as well as writing ten

books, including a landmark investigation
into the tobacco industry.

Peter and Irene live above Hambleden
at Parmoor and are regular consumers
of Church Teas where they will be happy
to share the experience of their special day
at Windsor.

Chris Howgego

Jeanne Keene Celebrates 100"
Birthday
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As many of you already know, Jeanne
Keene, formerly of Colstrope Farm
Hambleden, celebrated her  100%
birthday on Monday 14th July. She now
resides at Chiltern Grange Care Home
at Stokenchurch. Her first party, on her
birthday, was celebrated at the care home
with many local friends and delicious food!
Her second party was held at Hambleden
Village Hall for her family. Jeanne would
like to thank friends and neighbours for
their cards and kind wishes.

Fran Keene



The perfect venue in the
middle of the beautiful
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen
facilities, patio, WiFi,
hearing loop, parking.
Hire by the hour or
by session.

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org visit www.hambledenvillagehall.org

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE STORES
& POST OFFICE

Local Artisan Produce - Freshly Ground Coffee & Teas
Filled Rolls & Toasties - Homemade Sausage Rolls
Organic Cakes - Fresh Bread & Pastries - Ice Creams
Seating Area - Post Office

That groovy little store!

Mon - Sat 8am - 5pm
All locally sourced and made with love!

Sun 8.30am-4pm

58 The Village. Hambleden. info@hambledenvillagestores.com. 01491 571201




Th Henley-on-Thames’ auctioneers with world
class expertise, local and international reach

{_'I:
Pe de St E . 1 we offer a calendar of antique & decorative
auctions along with comprehensive

valuations services

- Sourced & Sold Locally -
Inviting consignments for our forthcoming auctions

For a free and confidential auction valuation please contact:
Guy Savill or Sally Stratton MRICS
+44 (0)1491 522733 or email: valuations@thepedestal.com

The Pedestal
The Dairy, Stonor Park, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6HF

www.thepedestal.com



Owild Church!

Do join us for our next and
future Wild Church in 2025!

&

Sunday 14th September 3pm:
Making Wild Harvest Sheaves,
Meet at Colstrope Farm

&

Sunday 12th October 3pm:
Wild Bread Making TBC
Harvest in Frieth

L

Sunday 9th November:
Wild Church at Remembrance.

At Wild Church we meet outdoors at
different venues on the 2" Sunday of the
month. Everyone is warmly welcome!

&

Wild Church Team:

Rev Sue Morton 07808 517347 or
suemorton131@gmail.com

Mary Campbell
grandma.marycampbell@googlemail.com

Magdalena Dabrowska
somd10206@gmail.com

GROUP NOTES

Hambleden Valley Tea Club

s

The tea club had their last meeting before the
summer break on 22nd July at Greenlands,
Henley, on the banks of the Thames. We
had an amazing tea of sandwiches and
cake with a stroll in the gardens afterwards.

If you would like to join us the Tea Club
is held every Tuesday afternoon 2.15
to 4.30pm, usually at St Katharine’s,
Parmoor, but sometimes in Frieth Village
Hall. Activities vary — games, speakers,
quizzes, films and occasional outings. There
is no age limit or entrance exam! Just be
prepared to meet new people and have
some fun. Lifts can be arranged. Our first
meeting of the new term is 16th September
when we hope to hear about Hearing Dogs.

RE=
For more information contact:

wendyduerden@techademic.net or
brianbarnes346@gmail.com

Sue Dawkes



GROUP NOTES AND WILDLIFE

| am going fo raise money
for my local church building

Ride+
Stride

(and jog)...

Join the UK'’s biggest
fundraising day fo keep
historic churches looking
beautiful, including yours!

Community Matters
Help at Harvest Time

Ttems needed please:

Washing Powder, Toothpaste,

Toilet Rolls, Kitchen Rolls, Soap,
Kitchen/Bathroom Cleaning Products,
Pasta and Pasta Sauces, Tinned Meat/Tuna,
Tea/Coffee, Sugar-free Squash,
Baked Beans, Packets of Angel Delight,
Smash (powdered potato), Nutella (or similar),
Tins, Frankfurter Sausages
Cereal (Weetabix or Shreddies),
Tinned/Cartons of Tomatoes.

Barclays Bank
Account: 5378 7737
Sort Code: 20-40-71

Community Matters News

As the summer holidays are now upon
us and the children have broken up from
school, it is a time when some families find
it harder to manage the extra demands on
their income relating to feeding children
and finding things for them to do which
don’t involve a lot of expense. On these
occasions, we will respond in whatever
way we can which may be an extra trip
to the food bank or financial help with an
essential item that has broken down.

Sadly, one or two families have a child who
is receiving treatment for a serious illness;
this for one family involves attending a
hospital in London regularly to have tests
and treatment. We are able to help with
the cost of transport which can be very
expensive either by car or public transport.
We also give as much emotional support
for the very worrying decisions that have
to be made as well as the constant anxiety
about the situation they and their child are
dealing with.

We will never stop being grateful and
thanking all of you for your kindness and
generosity enabling us to help those who
need it most. Please keep us in your prayers
and our families too.

Blessings
Judy Taylor

WILDLIFE
Frieth Natural History Society

Our September meeting is scheduled for
Thursday 25th September at 7.30pm
in Frieth Village Hall. George Raymond
will give a talk on the subject of ‘Bees and
Bee Keeping’.

George has been keeping bees for eight
years, the last three since retiring from a

Continued on page 11



_ HIGH-END CARE

Hamilton IN YOUR OWN HOME
(—3 George

Care Hamilton George Care allows you to stay in the
home you love, with the ongoing support of
OUR LIVE-IN your chosen private carer. Working with you

and your family, we take the time to understand

SERVICES . .
who you are and how you want to live your life.

Housekeeping &
Companionship

Rehabilitation

06 Hamilton George Care are true

hamiltongeorgecare.com lifesavers. Their support is consistently
0330 1470 2866 five-star, always going above and

beyond expectations. 99

charnwood

EXCEFTIONAL FIRES

C ing stove .
s and fitting. Tel: 01865 341 452 oA

olaces.co.uk

Email: enquiries@dorchesterfireplaces.co.uk




NUBODI PILATES

Welcome to our vibrant Pilates studio, where an

energising Reformer Pilates experience awaits!

Located in the heart of Henley on Thames.

Please contact info@nubodipilates.co.uk for more info.

1206_Credit Johnn

Discover Oaken Grove Vineyard, a 40-year-old hidden gem in the Chiltern Hills,

where award-winning English wines come to life. This family-run boutique vineyard,

tucked neatly between Henley-on-Thames and Marlow, produces exceptional still
and sparkling wines—fresh and modern, from grapes bursting with flavour.

Join us for a vineyard tour and tasting experience, or soak in the atmosphere at
one of our live jazz music events or foodie pop-ups. Planning a special event?
Our covered wine terrace and elegant Tasting Room are available for corporate
gatherings, private parties, weddings, workshops and wellness events.

Visit us and savour the taste of English excellence.

Oaken Grove Vineyard, Benhams Lane, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6JG
oakengrovevineyard.co.uk
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career in software support. He focuses
on treatment-free, low-intervention
beekeeping; developing a hive design
that mimics the conditions of natural tree-
cavity nest sites while enabling sustainable
harvests of hive products.

Anyone is welcome to join us and
refreshments will be available. For non-
members we make a small charge at the
door. For further details, please contact;
Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586
or FNHS2023@gmail.com.

Mary Webb

A Naturalist’s Reminiscence
No. 16

Watching on television the Trooping the
Colour on Horse Guards Parade. I felt
very proud that this parade represented
so well the long history of the British
Army’s traditions. Personally, I believe it
is unequalled anywhere else in the world.
[ did notice the occasional London pigeon
alighting on the parade ground but it was
soon forced to beat a retreat.

Historically the flag was always the rallying
point on the battle field. As you will know, 1
served in the Suffolk Regiment. Trooping the
Colour was an annual celebration wherever
the regiment was serving. On this flag
(Colour) were listed all the battle honours
earned dating back several hundred years
in many parts of the world. The Suffolk
Regiment known as ‘The Twelfth of Foot’
was one of the oldest county regiments. I
was never known for the excellence of my
drill so never featured in the regimental
‘Trooping the Colour’ party. Whatever our
CO (Commanding Officer) thought about
his role in the parade, he knew that it was
the RSM (Regimental Seargent Major) who
organised it.

At Eaton Hall Officer Cadet School
in Chester, RSM Lynch, Irish Guards,

WILDLIFE AND HAMBLEDEN

was a giant of a man standing 6.4ft in
his cotton socks, and terrified us officer
cadets. | discovered he had a taste for
the Duke of Westminster’s pheasants so |
kept him regularly supplied with a brace
of pheasants. It came in useful when the
Duke’s agent complained about damage to
the brass statue of Hugh Lupus on his horse
so even though he knew the culprit, I was
allowed to escape to the Himalayas to serve
on attachment with the British Ghurkhas in
Nepal to discover the huge range of natural
history from tigers to eagles!

Alfred Waller

HAMBLEDEN

West Wycombe Chamber
Music Festival

The wonderful (but non-commercial) West
Wycombe Chamber Music Festival at
Hambleden is now just two weeks away.

11



HAMBLEDEN AND SKIRMETT

The programme of concerts has been
finalised and will take us on a special journey
‘Across Mountains and Valleys’ in five
concerts featuring music written by some of
our most intrepid musical explorers. Music
that looks back to its national roots as well
as being inspired by travel and adventure.

The Festival was hailed by The Guardian
newspaper in 2021 as “One of the top
ten classical music events ....” Festival
founder Lawrence Power was recently
feted in the New York Times as “A Musician
on a mission to make us pay attention to
the viola.... redefining what the viola can
do”. Lawrence will be performing and
has attracted his usual array of world class
instrumentalists who will travel here to
entertain us all.

The concerts are themed:

Concert 1  Thursday 18th September at
7.30pm FROM MY LIFE’

Concert 2 Friday 19th September at
1pm ‘REDISCOVERED PLACES’
Concert 3 Friday 19th September at
7.30pm ‘NIGHT MUSIC’

Concert 4  Saturday 20th September at
1lam ‘GRAND BALLET’

Concert 5  Saturday 20th September at
8pm ‘CHAMBER LAB’

Full details of all five concerts and the
performers are on the Festival website
https://www.westwycombemusic.org.uk
Tickets are available from Carol Power
01494 528659 / 07948 897148 or
via https://westwycombemusic.org.
uk/2024-tickets-contact/

It is an extraordinary privilege to be able
to host these wonderful musicians in
Hambleden and to afford audiences the
opportunity to experience such artistry at
close quarters - and at a fraction of London
ticket prices!

Richard Morbey

(Apologies, Richard, for the incorrect
spelling of your name last month! Editor)

12

Wheat Harvest

We have been preparing for the Harvest
Service at Hambleden (11am Sunday 28th
September with refreshments afterwards).

Isobel and Chris Connell saved this wheat
for us.

Jill Steward

SKIRMETT
Skirmett Village Hall

Skirmett Village Hall has been undergoing
an internal facelift. There is still more to be
done. However, it has been redecorated,
new lighting installed in keeping with the
age of the property and baffles fitted to
reduce the noise levels and so aid acoustics.

We are most grateful to Hambleden Parish
Continued on page 17



slag & hunilsman

HAMBLEDEN

open Monday to Sunday, for breakfast, lunch and dinner

www.stagandhuntsman.com | 01491 571227

| —

botele & glass INMN

hari street TAVERN
BINFIELD HEATH

HEHLEY ON THAMES
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Church Services and Events

From The Registers

Holy Baptism

July 27 Wilfred Barnaby Peter Richmond Hambleden
Holy Matrimony

July 18 James Birkitt and Francesca Smith Hambleden
Aug 9 Matthew Stacey and Violet Ward Medmenham

Renewal of Vows
July 26 Alistair Johnson and Jo Anna Read-Johnson Hambleden

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below:

hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

YOUR LOCAL TYREFITTING
SPECIALISTS AND MOBILE
BREAKDOWN SERVICE!

Thames View Tyres will get
you back on the road!

CONTACT US!

01491 413311
www.thamesviewtyres.co.uk

14



CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2025

Pattern of Worship September 2025

Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am on Wednesdays with
Churchyard Prayers at Fawley at 12noon on Fridays. The 10.15am midweek Holy Communion on

Wednesdays is at Turville. Please check our website
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk for latest updates or contact our administrator

Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616 - hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com with any query.

Sunday Services

8am BCP Holy
Communion
31st August
11am Holy
Communion
11am Group
7th September Service (note
change of time)
9am Holy
Communion
11am Holy 11am Holy
14th September Communion Communion
3pm Wild Church,
Colstrope Farm
8am BCP Holy
Communion
9am Holy
21st September Communion
10am Lay-led 11am Village
Morning Worship Service
9am Holy
Communion
12.30pm 11am H; t
28th September Harv:;?[pand :rr:j Hii)li‘;es
Village Lunch Communion 3pm Harvest and
Village Tea
6pm Evensong
Saturday 4th 3pm Animal
October Blessing
10am Group
Service
5th October
6pm Harvest
Evensong

15



a jSljln Throu Window Cleaning
‘c‘)\
. OFFICES HOUSES
[ < @ FLATS GUTTERS
- Barrie.nowlan@sky.com Mobile 07825 241469

’ Danesfield Gardens

' Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

Your local nursery for bedding and patio plants for spring and autumn
Baskets filled, compost, chimney pots and ornaments

Isabel McCrindle
Phone: 01628 484509 and Hannah McCrindle

[ 4 »
\T%T v

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals ~ Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry
24 Hour Service
www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

Marlow Head Office Flackwell Heath High Wycombe Beaconsfield Farnham Common Gerrards Cross
21-23 Little Marlow Road 24 White Pit Lane 891 London Road 32 Gregories Road 4 The Broadway 38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01628 898866 Tel: 01494 952288 Tel: 01494 472572 Tel: 01494 685000 Tel: 01753 535556 Tel: 01753 891892

All breeds of Dogs and Cats * Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

e MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
. o PROFESSIONAL & CARING
. - With 36 Years' Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping
Rotten Row Farm < Hambleden

U(Z\« ) Henley-on-Thames - Oxon
Tel: 01491 636140
C O A T 6’ TA | LS candidataylor50@gmail.com
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone I Established
01491 574644 ﬁ"B ETSHEPPARD 1906

MOMNUMENTAL MASONS

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RGY 1AG

www.etsheppard.co.uk info@etsheppard.co.uk
Private Car Parking
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Council, South West Chiltern Community
Board and the Rectory Foundation for
their generous donations to enable the
work to go ahead. All these improvements
require work and planning by the
Committee, a small band of four. As
always, we are looking for new members
to join the Committee or help in any
way they can offer, our focus being that
the Hall stays open and well maintained
by organising fundraising events, with a
special mention for a new Treasurer (ours
has been adding numbers for too long and
would like a break). A sense of humour
and ingenuity, perhaps, are the two
attributes required! In these days of ‘Teams’
meetings and social media, time and
travel to get together are much reduced.
For those interested please contact Alison
Miles alisonjanemiles@yahoo.com

Dates for your Diary
Friday 5th September 6 - 8pm

Jim and Noel are back with their famous
Fish and Chip (and mushy peas) supper.
We have missed them through the Summer,
so come and welcome them back. Eat in or
take away. Drinks on sale.

Booking essential - go to Skirmett Village
Hall website — bookings open from Monday
18th August and close noon on Wednesday
3rd September.

Saturday 22nd November
10am - 3pm

Skirmett Christmas Craft Fair

SKIRMETT AND FRIETH

Come and browse, looking for those
Christmas gifts. There are a couple of tables
available — please email Alison as above if
you would like one. Mulled wine, mince
pies, coffee, tea and cake.

Sunday 7th December 6pm
Skirmett Village Christmas Party
More details to follow.

Celia Warren

FRIETH
Summertime clean up ...

Well, there is no time like the summer
months to get into those nooks and crannies
and have a general spring clean, and here
at Frieth Village Hall that is exactly what the
Committee Members have recently done.

After a thorough sort out there were
item(s) from our store cupboard that were
immediately dismantled and taken to the
tip, other objects that could be donated to
those who could still utilise them together
with a fair amount of general waste which
was disposed of / re-cycled as required.

However, one item remained strung high
above the hot water cylinder - a rather large
Marching Drum that no-one had any idea
what it was or why it was so perched ...

So, what is going to happen to this latest
Frieth Village Treasure, first our ‘Thomas
West Memorial Clock’ and now the
restoration of our ‘Frieth Institute Drum &

Albers Studio Gardens
Highly experienced gardener with great eye for planting and design.
Free appraisals.
Hambleden and beyond.......
info@albersstudio.co.uk 07752 269721 www.albersstudio.co.uk




FRIETH, FINGEST AND NORTHEND

Fife Band Drum’. We are told by its future
restorer that it’s a beauty (well was) and it’s
at least one hundred years old possibly up
to 140 years of age.

So, for the first time in its life, it has already
left the Chiltern Hills and has rocked up
at a renowned Vintage Drum Restoration
Specialist near Glastonbury, Somerset.
Here it's going to have a thorough clean
up, new rope and at least one new leather
clasp and of course two new heads so it’s
playable upon its autumnal return.

I'm sure once back home in Frieth Village
Hall it will be displayed more prominently
than was the case before and, hopefully,
used once again. Who knows we might see
a ‘born again’ drummer possibly flanked
by some newly recruited fife players — that’s
the hope anyway!

More news will follow once it is Hambleden
Valley returned — we have also ordered two
large fluffy beaters so its rhythmic pulse can
be heard once again - when and where of
course it is invited!

18

Jolyon Marshall

The Official Clock Winder-Upper of Frieth
and now self-appointed Frieth Village
Drum Major!

Frieth Village Hall Committee Member

FINGEST

/-r:-nrs:a'r 18" BEPTENRER

AN END OF
SUMMER CONCERT

in the
Hanor Fars, Fingsst
RE® SOE a

Great Barm

HAR: T | AN

HANT ANT ANET TIRPION

in atd af Lane End charity "Cosmunity
MattaTs” .

TICKETS [1%
1 sylviscrostrar#otoonnant  com
ar phone 21491 638474

L3
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NORTHEND
Northend Concert

Following a trip to China earlier this year
and a busy schedule of concerts in London
and around the UK, the outstanding
Neruda String Quartet visit Northend on
26th October to play quartets by Dvotéak
and Beethoven in the idyllic setting and
superb acoustics of the Village Hall.
Originally built as a Victorian school house,
Northend Village Hall is an ideal venue
for chamber music and several musicians

Continued on page 21



Absolutely Fabulous

PERSIAN & ORIENTAL
RUG CLEANING

v/ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL
v PET URINE TREATMENTS

v MOTH REPELLENT

v/ SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

Call or visit "KERLY Yz vy Y eI LI

ABFAB CLEANING.CO.UK

Award Wiqning _
o vPErYs
% ™ FARM SHOP & BUTCHERS i

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Fully stocked farm shop
specialising in produce from
our farm, as well as other
local farms and businesses. =

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers Opening Times

Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Telephone : 01494 881660 Sat 8.30am - 4pm
www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk Sun 9am - 2pm
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YOGA IN YOUR HOME

Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

* 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:

 Small Groups Susannah Trombetti

* Seniors welcomed Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
* Hambleden Valley based Mobile: 07917 683162

Ly % 2 el

} 3 ' 3 i TPy il
Denning Montessori Nursery and Forest School - Fawley
www.DenningMontessoriSchool.com - Tel: Jenny 07982 620710
Admin@denningmontessorischool.com

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service

24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370 ~

www.tomalins.couk office@tomalins.co.uk PCharl r
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG Plans.

W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.

L (Established 1968)
#NFB

Harsine emmeen o Jel g

BUILDERS and DECORATORS
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366
e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com
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NORTHEND AND MEDMENHAM

have returned since giving concerts there to
make recordings.

There have now been 20 concerts in
Northend since the series began in May
2022 including performances by such
acclaimed artists as Lotte Betts-Dean, Huw
Watkins, Mela Guitar Quartet and Clare
O’Connell as well as a host of rising stars
from the Royal Academy of Music.

Establishing an audience for a new series,
especially in a rural location, is a very slow
process and although the audience for

events has grown over the past few years,
attendance has been patchy. This is a
problem when we are entirely dependent
on ticket sales to keep the series going and,
at present, we can only exist concert to
concert. Our aim is to be able to advertise
a whole season of concerts in advance.
So, please come along and support an
ambitious concert series on your doorstep!

Concerts are at 3pm on Sunday afternoons
and tickets, which include a post-concert
glass of wine, are £20.

Further information is available on our
website: https://northendconcerts.co.uk

Phil Cashian

MEDMENHAM
Brian Bond, Obituary

Brian died on 2nd June 2025 aged 89.
He had spent almost all of his long life in
Medmenham. Sixty of those years were
happily shared with his wife, Madeleine,
who predeceased him by a couple of years.

—— S — T

[T

Turville Northend Village Hall

Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, VWWeddings, Classes.

For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6L]
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MEDMENHAM

He was born in 1936,
a mile west of Marlow
and went to school
there, becoming
head boy at Borlase.
But his mother grew
up in Medmenham,
where her mother,
Mrs  Sartin, had
managed the
village stores and post office in 1898. The
family moved to Medmenham in 1946,
firstly at 3 Ferry Lane (Sharrow Cottage)
and then Olmeda.

After National Service in the Royal Artillery,
Brian spent three years at Worcester College,
Oxford reading History and representing
the College at rugby, football and cricket.
After university and a short time teaching in
schools and the universities of Exeter and
Liverpool, he was offered a lectureship in
the newly-established department of War
Studies at King’s College, London, where
he spent the rest of his career becoming
Professor of Military History. He published
widely and was particularly proud of
supervising fifty successful PhD candidates.

In the years after he and Madeleine returned
to Medmenham, they put a great deal of
effort into village social activities running
whist drives, helping at the fete, serving
on the Parish and Amenities Councils and
organising a series of winter talks in the
Village Hall.

From his earliest days Brian had a deep

interest in birds and animals especially
badgers and foxes, and spent many hours
observing them in the woods above the
village. He was sitting at the base of a beech
tree one day when he heard loud snuffling
nearby. Keeping very still a whole family of
badgers, with cubs, passed almost over his
feet in search of beech mast.

His mother was a devout Christian and
Brian accompanied her to church and
sang in the choir. He loved the church
building itself, and felt a profound nostalgia
for the generations of worshippers who
have passed through the doors. He
continued until recently to tend the family
row of graves.

Penny McLeish
Music in Medmenham F-:

presacts

an evening of Jazz

wii1 Anma Shacidalon, Jo Muichins & Tim Dawes
Satrday 20 Saplembes

= ﬁﬁhetﬁ on sale m:rw at
ﬁ d hidpsbeMedmenhamdazietSon

£20 each

Healthy Bvens

HEALTHY, HAPPY OVENS IN A JIFFY
www.healthyovens.co.uk

Professional Oven Cleaning Services

A CLEAN OVEN IS A HAPPY OVEN!

Healthy, Happy Ovens In A Jiffy
Get Your Oven Cleaned TODAY!

info@healthyovens.co.uk

t 01491 714012




Graham Blake

soft furnishing

* Loose Covers * Curtains®
* Re-Upholstery * Tracks and Poles ¢

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 « Mob: 0780 1182 400
grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com

DESIGN HOME DECORATORS

| KrrcHENS & BATHROOOMS | INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | REFURBISHMENT & DECORATION |

Bill Simons
Twin Peaks, Spurgrove, Little Frieth
Nr. Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 6PB

Tel +44 (0)1494 881341 Mobile: +44 (0)7774 171908
Email: bsimons@dhdcommercial.com | bill@designhomedecor.co.uk

Whatever you want to store...

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase
not coinciding, travelling, house building work,
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to
sell your house more quickly - we offer a .
friendly and flexible local service. .

With competitive rates, secure storage

and hassle free 24/7 access, STORE

contact us now!

HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE

01189 404163 www.barn-store.co.uk |
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ADVERTISEMENTS

North Cornwall,

Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles.
Family cottage with garden.
Sleeps 6. Quiet lane with
footpath leading to huge sandy
beach. Excellent surfing, walking
golf. Very reasonable rents. Beck-
Burridge 01491 413171.

Rock, North Cornwall.
Modernised, traditional cottage
by the beach, sleeps 8. Available
for holiday lets. Contact Mandy
Heller on 01491 638355 or
johnheller@poynattscottage.com

Salcombe, South Devon.
Three bedroom cottage, recent
refurb, stunning estuary views,
quiet & close to town centre,
sleeps six,easy access beaches/
walks, holiday lets throughout
year, 01491 577344,

Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4,
available for weekly holiday lets,
and The Studio sleeps 2,
available for 2-5 nights. An ideal
peaceful location for exploring
this beautiful island. Wonderful
panoramic views, walks, beaches,
wildlife. Visit
www.thesmithymull.co.uk

for more information.

Dairy Lane Dog Grooming.
Hand-stripping, Clipping,
Scissoring, Bathing, Nails.

Louise McTeague, 4 Dairy Lane,
Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames,
Oxon RG9 3AS Tel 01491
579442. Member of British Dog
Groomers Association and

Pet Care Trust.

Do You Need Your Logs
Stacking? If so then please
contact Tom on 07866 683383.

Fed up going to the
hairdressers?

Then let me come to you at
home anywhere in the
Hambleden Valley. I've been
cutting ladies hair (£50 for a

cut & dry) and men’s hair/beards
(£20-£25) for over

30 years - all ages. I also
specialise in colourings after a
consultation with you. Please
contact me either on my mobile:
07764 274247 or my email:
mariaspanna@hotmail.co.uk

Maria Reid.

Need your chimney
sweeping or stove
installed? If so, then

please contact Terry - a member
of the National Association of
Chimney Sweeps with over 30
years of experience working in
the Hambleden Valley - on 01494
564321 or mobile 07850 196616.

Tip Top Dog Training.
Puppy School is held on Saturday
mornings at Lane End Youth

and Community Centre followed
by Dog Club which is open to
graduates of Puppy School or
following 1:2:1 assessment.
www.tiptopdogtraining.co.uk
07711 807109
melanie@tiptopdogtraining.co.uk.
Furnished
Accommodation
Management Services,

by Pass the Keys (South
Oxfordshire). Based in
Henley-on-Thames, providing

a fully managed service - listing
creation and management, guest
communication, cleaning and
linen. Hassle-free high returns for
landlords, second home owners
or country estates looking to
diversify. Reach out to Rachael
07792 003333 to see how we can
help, or email south-oxfordshire(@
passthekeys.co.uk

Rowlandscapes creative
landscape gardening.

Patios & paths, brickwork,
planting & hedging, lawns,
fencing, tree surgery. New garden
consultancy service coming
2025. Telephone: 01844 351919
Mobile: 07718 257104 Email:
rowlandscapes@googlemail.com
Website:

www.rowlandscapes.com

TREE SERVICES

THOMAS BAYAY

Highly skilled, local tree surgeon, specialising in all aspects of tree work

¢ Felling/sectional felling » Crown Reduction/thinning
¢ Hedge trimming ¢ Stumpgrinding ¢ Pollarding < Shaping

Fully insured professional with over 10 years experience. Experience of
Conservation Areas and TPOs. All work carried out to British Standard 3998.

Call now for a free quote: 07780 615373

e: tbtreeservices@gmail.com E: /tbtreeservices

2 QO + O + O

Cityig:
GCuilds
NPTC

Qualitiad

*
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Henley based plumbin

ALLHEAT

SOLUTIONS

Dil Boiler Servicing,
Breakdown & Repair.
Dil Boiler Installations.
Bathroom Design &
Installation Service.
Full Tiling Service.

heating and bathroom specialist

@ 07596 018344
G PAUL@ALLHEATSOLUTIONS.COM

A uowes] ¢

General Plumbing
Maintenance & Repair.

[=]

Heating System Power
Flushing.
Underfloor Heating

Installation & Repair.  SCAN ME

Do you
struggle with
your mobility
or balance?

Are you

getting

over an
operation?

Are you
getting stiffer
and losing
flexibility?

Or just worried
about aches
and pains?

P

The physios at Physiolistic are experts in
both pain and movement.

They will find out why you are in pain or
not moving well, help address this as
quickly as possible and get you moving
and doing what you love again.

We are open 7 days a week with free parking
at the Henley Rugby Club.

Call 01491 598043 or book online at
physiolistic.co.uk

Dry Leas Sports Ground, Marlow Road, Henley,
Oxfordshire, RG9 2JA
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

HAMBLEDEN VALLEY GROUP OF
CHURCHES

Rector: The Revd. Andy Storch,

07811 430898, Revandystorch@gmail.com
Associate Priest: The Revd. Sue Morton,
01491 639286, suemorton131@gmail.com
Director of Music: Jo Hutchins

07909 608654 johutchins27@gmail.com
Organist Emeritus: Christine Wells BEM,
01491 571588, c@wells.vnworks.net
Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders, 01491
639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle, 07769
599616, hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle,
07769 599616,
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor,
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm

Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297,
wendy.duerden@techademic.net

Barney’s Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall,
Currently suspended

Hambleden Valley Garden Club:

Meetings October-March on the first Tuesday

of the month, Frieth Village Hall.
Clair Honnor 07773 387195

Website:
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

FAWLEY (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)
Churchwarden:
Vacant

Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting and
Village Hall booking:
David Burton - davidburtn83@hotmail.co.uk

FINGEST (ST BARTHOLOMEW)

Churchwardens:

Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
brianbarnes346@gmail.com
Jill Dean, 01491 638678,

jill@sundawn.uk.com

FRIETH (ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST)

Verger: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227,
ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com

Village Hall Bookings:

website www.friethvillagehall.org
email friethvillagehall@gmail.com
Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society:
Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586,
FNHS2023 @gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club: Ben Smiley
friethcricket@btinternet.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub.
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227

ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com

HAMBLEDEN (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:
Vacant

Deputy Churchwarden:
Vacant

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email

Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker,
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Pilates: Mondays 11 — 12 Fran Presho,
07951 019594

Bridge Club: Fridays 1.30 - 4.30
Frances Cugnoni, 01491 576409

Hambleden Social and Sports Club:

Open daily from 8pm Pat Eldridge, 01491
576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons, 01491
577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com



Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall,
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com

MEDMENHAM (ST PETER AND
ST PAUL)

Churchwarden:
Vacant.

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori,
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations:

1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and
Beavers: leader Nick Currie,
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

SKIRMETT

Village Hall Bookings:
Bookings via the website:
skirmettvillagehall.org

Other enquiries:
skirmettvillagehall@gmail.com

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:
Caroline Sants, 01491 638994

turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com
Bell Ringing: Wed practice,
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025

rachel@markjwallace.com

Artists’ studios: Turville Studios open the
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm.
Angela Fois turvillestudios(@aol.com
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

TURVILLE NORTHEND

Village Hall Bookings:

David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm
smfaragher@fastmail.fm

Yoga: Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341
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Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk,

www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem
01494 449215, mpc.clerk@gmail.com

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.

com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting Mr
Ross McDonald, 07769 971252
r.mcdonald2007 @yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288,
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Distributors:

Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171;
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170;
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418;
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135;
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747,
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064;
Parmoor: Gillie Scott 01494 881408;
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913;
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574;
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523;
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344;
Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675;
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com



Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount,

q_ﬁ“u‘q{& just quote #Hambleden
‘}1-“4
L HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs.

HgT MOVES

co '# Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage
%v
w Contact Hugo or Sophie on:

01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com

eXtremeclean ...

Superior Cleaning and Application of Protectors

Carpet, Upholstery, Leather, Modern & Oriental Rugs, Curtains, Tile & Grout/Stone Flooring,

Anti-Allergen Treatment, Specialist Stain Removal, Wood Floor Refinishing

Paul Brooker 35 Place Farm Way, Monks Risborough Bucks HP27 9JJ
T: 01844 346379 /344735 M: 07866 376934 E: jjjp@uwclub.net
www.extremecleancouk.com

Skirmett Village Hall

A bright lovely hall with fully equipped

kitchen in the Hambleden Valley available for
meetings, workshops, classes and parties.

WiFi available.

Bookings via the website: skirmettvillagehall.org
& Other enquiries: skirmettvillagehall@gmail.com

M4D. J. Macleod

Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting

Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of Wood Chips
Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901

www.donlogs.com

e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com
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BOATRUILDERS o THE THAMES ESTY ovier 200 YEARS
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BOATBUILDERS - RESTORERS - BROKERS

FTELEPHONE: G1628 A24888 "WWW . FETERFREEBRODY, COxM
THAMES BOATHOUSES, MILEL LANE, HURLEY, BERKRSHIRE, SLa SX1»

J Hooney
In Association w:fh Henley Chic Decor

YOUR “CLEAN" RELIABLE
QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken

* NVQ qualified

* Many references available in and around Henley
* No job too small!

¢ Interior & exterior work done!

* Free competitive quotes! No obligation

¢ Prompt and friendly service!

® C.L.Sregistered business

e Full public liability insurance

¢ Specialist in rural run down property

01189 344230 07961 366535

darrenjomooney@hotmail.com henleyschicdecor.com




® ¥ Knight

B 4 Frank

When it matters most, put your
next move in safe hands.

Knight Frank Henley
Proud to support the Hambleden Valley Magazine
01491 818416 | henley@knightfrank.com

Your partners in property



