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GROUP LETTER

Group Letter

Do you ever go into a room and forget why you went in there? Apparently, this is a very common
human phenomenon and something to do with the way in which the brain resets when you enter a new
room — immediately trying to assess the new environment for danger. We have to go back to where we
came from to remember the reason we entered the room.

As we leave the room of 2025 and enter 2026, have we forgotten what we are doing here?

As [ write this article in mid-December, [ am in a
different room. We are in full Advent flow, having
just enjoyed the unique Railway Nativity, we now
have six Carol Services (some traditional and
some certainly not!). Immediately beyond those
is Christmas Day itself, this one-day climax to
the annual crescendo that begins in September.
And, in the last embers of the year to New Year's
Eve, more socialising is possible. Turkey sandwiches
are inevitable.

So how does 2026 look to you? Do you welcome
it with open arms? Or does it contain fears and
worries? We have a world where there is a real
mix of the good and the bad, the beautiful and the
ugly, the highs and lows of life; and our seasons
reflect this.

We are urged to take each new day as it comes. |
know I need to start my day with some quiet time
with God, thanking Him for this new day and asking
Him for His help as I journey through it. It’s so
important to take note of the magic moments of joy
— often in surprising places - but also to mark and
reflect upon the quieter moments of loss and pain.

As we connect with God on a daily or weekly basis, we need also of course to connect with one
another. Churches are and always have been the people not the building. We should continue to
welcome newcomers as they arrive, and the WhatsApp village groups really add to that valuable sense
of community.

If we are closely connected to God, our loved ones and our community, we can look forward to 2026
knowing we will have support for the harder times as well as companions to share the celebrations.

Andy
H I G G S & OFFICE SUPPLIES

Booklets ¢ Brochures * Magazines *Leaflets ¢ Business Cards * Letterheads

Banners ¢ Posters ¢ Pull up Banners
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BLOCKED EARS?

Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with
over 20 years experience. Now providing
a home service for Earwax Removal.
et her visit you in your own home to help

lieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

| =ull PPE equipment used to comply with
recommended Covid safety measures.

07795 268866

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk

facebook.com/blockedear
instagram.com/blocked_ear

HEARING
SCREENING
& TESTING

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066




Our Luxury Design auctions feature

fine jewellery, silver & designer
handbags | Contact us to consign to
the next auction

Late Art Deco double diamond clip brooch | Sold for £3,125
www.thepedestal.com | +44 (0)1491 522733 | valuations@thepedestal.com

LAWSONS
GOLDSMITHS

17 Duke Street, Henley

Est. 1993 Before - in your drawer...

After - reimagined by Lawsons Goldsmiths

Breathe new life
into your forgotten
favourites.

Lawsons Goldsmiths
expertly remodel
treasurcd piceces for
today.

Book your design
consultation now -
01491 412 232




GROUP NOTES

S wild Church!

If anyone has ever thought that the
Christmas story has been romanticised,
not so at the Wild Church Nativity on
Northend Common! On a windswept
afternoon nearly 100 of us relived the
greatest story ever told.

The actors: Tattie Kertesz carrying the
Star with sister Clem as the Angel Gabriel;
readers: Lottie, on horseback, and Oliver
Sturt, plus the Wild Choir gave nitty gritty
performances worthy of Hollywood! We
had real live cows with real live cow poo,
real live sheep with real live sheep poo
and a real live pony with real live horse
poo and a newborn baby, Florence,
playing Jesus. How did Mary manage to
cope with those strips of cloth to swaddle
her own baby Jesus?

A very big thank you to everyone who
made it happen!

With the age range of new born to very
senior, [ am reminded of the Psalmist who
said “Tell of the Lord to your children
and your children’s children.”

Gid Lacey

Written from the cow shed at milking time




The perfect venue in the
middle of the beautiful
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen
facilities, patio, WiFi,
hearing loop, parking.
Hire by the hour or
by session.

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org visit www.hambledenvillagehall.org

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE STORES
& POST OFFICE

Local Artisan Produce - Freshly Ground Coffee & Teas
Filled Rolls & Toasties - Homemade Sausage Rolls
Organic Cakes - Fresh Bread & Pastries - Ice Creams
Seating Area - Post Office

That groovy little store!

Mon - Sat 8am - 5pm
All locally sourced and made with love!

Sun 8.30am-4pm

58 The Village. Hambleden. info@hambledenvillagestores.com. 01491 571201




RACKLEYS
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Rackleys had a rather busy 2025, hosting over 75 events last year!
This included weddings, corporate Christmas Parties, National Garden Open day for Charity

and our second Christmas Market!

Keep an eye out for plenty more events upcoming in 2026
. We can’t wait to welcome you through our beautiful Barn doors!

“I don’t even know where to start with this review; trying to put into

words how phenomenal onr wedding day was is not going to be easy.”

Contact the team today on 01494 412 515 or hello@rackleys.co.uk
for more information about hosting your event with us.

Rackleys Chiltern Hills, Marlow Road, Cadmore End, HP14 3PP



ﬂWiH Church!

Wild Plough Sunday 11th January 2026
3pm

Do come and support our local farmers,
farming communities and all who work on
the land

and join us for the ancient tradition of plough blessing
Parmoor Park Farm, Frieth, RG9 6NL
(Look out for the Wild Church banners!)

Please bring some soil from your land/garden/window box to be
blessed. Children are invited to bring tractor/plough toys large or
small!

o Please bring a fold up chair to sit on and a flask of tea - there

will be cakell
o Do dress for the weather - we will be in a farmyard - we'll be

in the grain store if wet.

Wild Church Team:
Rev Sue Morton 07808 517347 or suemortonl31@gmail.com
Mary Campbell grandma.marycampbell@googlemail.com
Magdalena Dabrowska somd10206@gmail.com

Community Matters

At this time of the year, it is so heartening
to experience first-hand the generosity of
people and organisations who want to
contribute to the families we support. [
collected 28 Christmas stockings full to the
brim of wonderful presents and goodies
from Elga water treatment in Lane End
which has become their annual donation
for the children. Also, many kind gifts of
Christmas food have appeared in the
church or in our collection boxes from
people we do not know but would love
to thank.

Your prayers would be so much
appreciated for ayoung man who we have
been supporting for some time. His name
is Callum and he has severe leukemia
and has been in and out of hospital for
treatment many times. Finally, a bone
marrow transplant has been found and is
coming from Germany, so he is back in

GROUP NOTES

hospital awaiting this transplant. To lift his
spirits, we have bought him a Christmas
tree and he has been decorating it with
photos of the nurses who care for him.

We do have to say an enormous thank
you to all of you in the Hambleden Valley
for your wonderful donations, not just
the lovely Christmas food but also the
thoughtful donations, too - 30 boxes of
the cereal so popular with the children
and dog and cat food, again so welcome
as it enables our families to keep their
pets. Also, we have received many
boxes of laundry capsules, apple juice
from a local distillery and many toys in
perfect condition.

We have been able to give all of our
families ASDA vouchers because of the
ongoing financial support from individuals
and organisations. They can spend these
on food for Christmas, so again a huge
thank you to everyone, it really will make
Christmas a joyful occasion.



GROUP NOTES

On behalf of Community Matters I would
like to wish you all a happy, blessed
Christmas and a peaceful New Year.

dJudy Taylor

Major George Howson MC

8 Troiin

Major George Howson MC was
remembered on 28th November with
a blessing, prayers and wreath laying
on his grave in Pheasants Hill for the
anniversary of his passing.

The wreath was presented and laid by
Mr Christian Ellard from the Poppy
Factory in Richmond. Rev Sue Morton
led the service, blessing and prayers,
accompanied by Rev Andy Storch. Major
George Howson’s grandson, Stephen
Coleridge, read Psalm 121 for prayers.

A service of remembrance for a gentleman
who asked for £2,000 from the Royal
British Legion to start a poppy factory
to honour his fellow soldiers. Major
Howson’s humble, inspirational and
heartfelt thought has become an immense
recognition for all men and women fallen
in conflict.

Sammy Webb

It’s the time for giving...

have you considered leaving a
gift to charity in your Will?

Many of us have particular causes we
choose to support, be that by volunteering
in and around the Hambleden Valley, or
by fundraising or direct donations. The
Gift Aid scheme allows charities (which
includes all our churches) to reclaim tax at
basic rate on our donations, and you may
gain a tax benefit if you choose to set up a
charitable foundation in your lifetime.

Many people want to continue to benefit
their chosen charity after they die, by
allowing for a charitable legacy in their
Will. Not only will you be continuing to
support your chosen cause after you die,
but the tax relief your estate can claim
may mean that there is more available for
your family.

Inheritance Tax (IHT) is charged on the
total value of your assets at the date of
death. This is reduced by any legacies
you leave to charity, with no limit. And,
if you leave at least 10% of your estate to
charity, the applicable rate of IHT will be
reduced from 40% to 36%.

The usual rules on applying IHT to any
gifts you make in the last 7 years of
your life do not apply to charitable
giving, so any donations you make in this
period will reduce your estate’s value for
IHT purposes.

Finally, your estate will likely face a higher
IHT bill if you don’t leave a Will — there
are steps you can take now to make sure
that your family and your chosen charities
benefit, rather than the taxman.

If you would like to explore your estate
planning options, and benefit charities both
before and after your death, contact Bethan
Chant at The Burnside Partnership at
bethan.chant@theburnsidepartnership.com

Bethan Chant



CJ Armstrong

Landscaping and Groundwork

e Fencing and Gates (Garden and Agricultural)
e Supply and Plant Mature Trees and Hedging
e Hedge Cutting and Garden Maintenance

e Hard Landscaping, Paving and Brickwork

e Groundwork and Drainage

e Turfing and Planting

tel 01491 577767 mobile 07881 911074 www.cjarmstrong.co.uk

; T B P . Specialist Private Client Lawyers &

Tax professionals

THE BURNSIDE Trusted advisors to individuals and their families
PARTNERSHIP

We are based in Marlow, Bucks, but also have offices in London
and Oxfordshire.

Legal500

WA partnership.com or email )25
bethan.chant( burnsidepartnership.com
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oodburning stove

and fitting. | Tel: 01865 745215

places.co.uk

Email: enquiries@dorchesterfireplaces.co.uk

1206_Credit JohnnyDentPhotography

OAKEN GROVE

I N E A R D

Discover Oaken Grove Vineyard, a 40-year-old hidden gem in the Chiltern Hills,
where award-winning English wines come to life. This family-run boutique vineyard,
tucked neatly between Henley-on-Thames and Marlow, produces exceptional still
and sparkling wines—fresh and modern, from grapes bursting with flavour.

Join us for a vineyard tour and tasting experience, or soak in the atmosphere at
one of our live jazz music events or foodie pop-ups. Planning a special event?
Our covered wine terrace and elegant Tasting Room are available for corporate
gatherings, private parties, weddings, workshops and wellness events.

Visit us and savour the taste of English excellence.

QOaken Grove Vineyard, Benhams Lane, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6JG \J&
oakengrovevineyard.co.uk
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Henley Talking Newspaper:
Bringing Local News to
Every Listener

GROUP NOTES AND WILDLIFE

A typical wireless free recording set-up!

For more than forty years, the Henley
Talking Newspaper has been quietly
transforming the way people in our
community stay connected. Established
in 1982 and run entirely by volunteers,
this independent charity provides
weekly audio recordings of local news
for anyone who finds reading difficult—
whether due to sight loss, health issues,
or being housebound.

Each week, the Maurice Tate Room at
Townlands Hospital becomes a makeshift
recording studio. A controller and four
volunteer readers come together to
record news from Henley Standard. The
finished edition is then copied onto a
memory stick and posted out completely
free of charge in a returnable wallet. For
those who need one, the charity also
provides an easy-to-use audio player—
again, at no cost.

The aim is simple: to ensure that
everyone, regardless of circumstance,
can stay informed and feel part of
the community.

The service is available on both a short-
and long-term basis, and new listeners are
always welcome. If you know someone

11

who struggles to read a newspaper but
would enjoy keeping up with local life,
Henley Talking Newspaper may be just
what they need.

The charity is also keen to welcome new
volunteer readers. The commitment is
light—typically just a couple of hours
every six weeks—and full guidance
is provided. Volunteers often say
how enjoyable and rewarding the
experience is.

For more information about becoming
a listener or a reader, please contact:
janecase@talktalk.net

Jane Case

WILDLIFE
Frieth Natural History Society

We would like to wish everyone a
Wildlife-filled new Year!

Please save the date for our first event
of 2026 - Frieth Village Hall at 7.30pm
on Thursday 26th February. Jon Mason
will give a talk entitled ‘Wild London’.
Refreshments will be provided.

Anyone is welcome to join our events,
but for non-members we make a small
charge. For further details, please contact;
Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494
881586 or FINHS2023 @gmail.com.

Mary Webb

Not Bourne Yesterday:
Chalk Stream Communities of
the Chilterns

This programme celebrates the unique
chalk streams of the Chilterns — rare and
beautiful natural habitats that are under
threat — and aims to ensure that their
future is shaped by the communities of
the people who live around them. Water
is a fundamental element of human life —
physically, emotionally, or spiritually. We



WILDLIFE AND HAMBLEDEN

are committed to working collaboratively
with a wide range of local communities
to explore the heritage, stories, and

significance of these rivers, and to
co-create events, activities, guided
walks, and opportunities that are

meaningful, inclusive, and give voice to
everyone’s story.

Funded by the National Lottery Heritage
Fund, the programme is currently in
an 18-month Development Phase until
September 2026. If the second-round
bid is successful, the programme will
be delivered over five years, with an
anticipated completion in 2031.

If you wish, please fill in the survey below
to add your voice to the story.
(=% [w)
o
£ W L

NOT BOURNE
YESTERDAY
SURVEY
REMINDER!

B Filout our & minuto survey o be
sniored into our [30 prive crow,

B Heipus develop our commanity sngogement
cHO NI progIMInS

B Add your veics b0 he siony

Mot
Bourna
Yesterday

Martha Glennon
www.chilterns.org.uk/NBY

HAMBLEDEN

Advent Candlelit Service at
St Mary the Virgin, Hambleden,
6pm, 30th November 2025

Advent in the Christian church is the
anticipation of the coming of the Lord. So
it was appropriate that all our churches
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came together to celebrate in the early
evening of the first Sunday in Advent,
in the darkened church of St. Mary’s
Hambleden, and welcome the Light of
the Lord’s coming.

The choir processed from the rear of the
church and, as the congregation’s candles
were lit, we joined in the first of our hymns,
O Come, O Come Emmanuel. This
was just the beginning of a magnificent
service of lessons, anthems and hymns,
coming to the high point with the Gospel
of Advent from Mark 1, preparing us, the
people, for the coming of Jesus, to which
we responded with a rousing rendition
of On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist's cry,
announces that the Lord is nigh.

At a time when world events — and the
weather — can sometimes conspire to
make us feel low, the service left me
feeling [ was at the start of a wonderful
period of time. | have come back to the
final prayer regularly over the days since
the service and repeat it here.

‘O Lord you have set before us the great
hope that your kingdom shall come on
earth, and have taught us to pray for
its coming; give us grace to discern the
signs of its dawning, and to work for the
perfect day when your will shall be done
on earth, as it is in heaven, through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.’

Gareth Morris

Hambleden Cinema
Brighten up a January evening by joining
us on Saturday 17th January for The
Ballad of Wallis Island, rated 12. Eccentric
lottery winner Charles, played by Tim Key,
dreams of getting his favourite musicians,
McGwyer, played Tom Basden, and
Mortimer, played by Carey Mulligan,
back together. The fantasy becomes real
when the bandmates and former lovers
Continued on page 17
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slag & hunilsman

HAMBLEDEN

open Monday to Sunday, for breakfast, lunch and dinner
www.stagandhuntsman.com | 01491 571227

13



Church Services and Events

From The Registers
Holy Matrimony
Dec 6 Andrew Thomas and Elisha McAuliffe Murphy Turville
Rest in Peace
Nov 28 Angela Detsiny Cremation
Dec1 Angela Detsiny Thanksgiving Service, Hambleden
Dec9 Kenneth Williams Burial of Ashes, Hambleden

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below:

hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

Henley based plumbing, heating and bathroom specialist

@ 07596 018344
G PAUL@ALLHEATSOLUTIONS.COM

ALLHEAT T

SOLUTIONS

%¢ il Boiler Servicing, General Plumbing

Breakdown & Repair. Maintenance & Repair. E%E

_ Dil Boiler Installations. 3¢ Heating System Power o
> Bathroom Design & Flushing. =]
Installation Service. Underfloor Heating
Full Tiling Service. Installation & Repair. SCAN ME

14



CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2026

Pattern of Worship January 2026

Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am on Wednesdays with
Churchyard Prayers at Fawley at 12noon on Fridays. The 10.15am midweek Holy Communion on

Wednesdays is at Turville. Please check our website
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk for latest updates or contact our administrator

Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616 — hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com with any query.

Sunday Services

4th January 2026 logr:rgzz ®
9am Holy
Communion
11am Holy 11am Holy
11th January Communion ) Communion
3pm Wild Church
Parmoor Park
Farm
8am BCP Holy
Communion
9am Holy
18th January Communion 10am Lay-led
Morning Prayer | 11am Village
Service
9am Holy 9.30am Holy
Communion Communion
11am Holy 11am Holy
25th January Communion Communion
6pm Candlemas
Evensong
10am Group
Service with
1st February Farewell to Rev
Sue Morton

15
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Pcta[mnJprtmcs@out[ookcom I {CC[SC Cutting / Laymg / Reduction.

Danesfield Gardens

' Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

Your local nursery for bedding and patio plants for spring and autumn
Baskets filled, compost, chimney pots and ornaments

Isabel McCrindle
Phone: 01628 484509 and Hannah McCrindle

Skirmett Village Hall

A bright lovely hall with fully equipped

kitchen in the Hambleden Valley available for
meetings, workshops, classes and parties.

WiFi available.

Bookings via the website: skirmettvillagehall.org
Other enquiries: skirmettvillagehall@gmail.com

All breeds of Dogs and Cats * Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 36 Years' Experience
Clipping/Hand Stripping
Rotten Row Farm « Hambleden
Henley-on-Thames - Oxon

i Tel: 01491 636140
C O l\ T & TA I LS candidataylor50@gmail.com
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established
01491 574644 @ ETSI II PP \I\]} 1906

MOMNUMENTAL MASOR

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RGY 1AG

www.etsheppard.co.uk info@etsheppard.co.uk
Private Car Parking
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agree to play a private show at his home
on Wallis Island. Old tensions resurface
as Charles tries desperately to salvage his
dream gig.

The trailer
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt27674982/

Doors open 7pm, programme begins
8pm. Tickets £8 each can be bought from
https://www.hambledencinema.co.uk and
from Hambleden Village Stores. There
will be a bar selling soft drinks, wine, beer
and tempting delicious cinema snacks! In
aid of raising funds for Hambleden Village
Hall Registered Charity 30027.

Hambleden Cinema Team

TOM BASDEN TIM EEY ssp CAREY MULLIGAN

Saturday 17th January 2026
Doors & Bar open 7pem, Progranme begins Bpen
Tickets £8 on sale at
www.hambledencinema.co.uk
and at Hambleden Village Stores

b il o iy e P bl Vil bl gy Ehardty WOFH

Bibles etc. seeking a good home

These bibles and prayer books etc., ten in
total and all with inscriptions to my late
parents who were both from Hambleden,

HAMBLEDEN

are surplus to my requirements and
seeking a good home. It would be
preferable to take all ten together.

My mother was Ethel Plumridge (later
Cook) from the hand laundry in Pheasant’s
Hill, seen in the old photograph with her
sister Winifred and her parents Frederick
and Elisha (always known as ‘Nellie’) on
the horse and cart used for collections and
deliveries of laundry.

My father was Alfred Charles Cook who
was the son of the verger, grave-digger,
Parish Rooms’ caretaker and sometimes
stand-in ‘priest’, Alfred George (and
Caroline) Cook. His sister Edith was also
a Hambleden resident and for many years
worked in the butcher’s shop which bore
her husband’s name, Arthur Wheeler.

I can be contacted by email on
hiddenhenley@gmail.com

Martin Cook



FAWLEY AND FRIETH

FAWLEY
Railway Nativity

Last week I received an email from an old
friend living in Wellington, New Zealand
telling me of his midsummer Christmas
with a tree dressed with lit candles and
a magnificent Pohutukawa tree in full
flower. I replied with details of a most
significant event in the Fawley calendar
which was about to take place, the
Railway Nativity. [ felt he should hear of
what must be a unique English event.

The Rev Andy Storch, as ‘the not so fat
controller’ in the uniform of station master,
took the service and his comfortable smile
reminded me of Raeburn’s portrayal of
the Rev Walker confidently enjoying his
skating as much as Andy was enjoying
his Controller duties.

With the arrival of the train, the ‘Mince
Pie Special’ carrying the Archangel
Gabriel, the service started and between
carols the nativity story unfolded. The

18

pony, Poppy, playing a donkey carried
Mary accompanied by Joseph to the inn
to negotiate a room. The tunnel at the
end of station, dressed as a stable, was all
that was available. Shepherds with dogs
and wise men with gifts paid homage to
the newborn among much rejoicing. The
service ended, to the children’s delight,
with Father Christmas alighting from the
train in a storm of snow accompanied
by our generous hostess for the evening,
Lady McAlpine. Both were magnificently
attired as they distributed presents to all
the children. The collection taken was in
aid of Fawley Church and our African
Charity, Kasisi Orphanage, Zambia,
which was started by our parishioner, the
late Trevor Cooper.

My New Zealand friend was indeed
astonished and, were it not for the
photographs, would have put my
description of this extraordinary local
event down to exaggeration.

Jonathan Hunt
FRIETH
Frieth School
Key Stage 1 Nativity
Well done to Reception and KS1 for
their amazing performances for the
school and family members in their
2025 Nativity, ‘Knock, Knock Nativity!’.
The children worked incredibly hard

learning their lines and delivered truly
Continued on page 21



Award Winning i
LBCEYS |
F o FARM SHOP & BUTCHERS ©

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Fully stocked farm shop
specialising in produce from
our farm, as well as other
local farms and businesses.

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers

Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP
Telephone : 01494 881660
www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk
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What are the Advantages of
Applying Fiber Protector® to Your
New or Freshly Cleaned Rugs?

Investing in a Persian, Oriental or
contemporary rug brings quality, warmth
& character into your home, so protecting
that investment is essential. Applying a
professional Fiber Protector treatment to a
new or freshly cleaned rug is one of the most
effective ways to keep it looking its best.

Absolutely Fabulous

PERSIAN & ORIENTAL
RUG CLEANING

Opening Times

Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Sat 8.30am - 4pm
Sun 9am - 2pm

Fiber Protector coats each fiber with a
microscopic, invisible shield that doesn’t
change the rug’s appearance or texture.

This barrier slows the rate at which

spills, oils & dry soils can penetrate the
pile. Everyday accidents—drink spills,
muddy paws or pet accidents—are far

less likely to become permanent marks.
Most fresh spills can be blotted away more
easily, reducing the risk of staining.

Dry soil is the biggest cause of wear, as
tiny abrasive particles cut at fibers over time.
When soil can’t cling as easily, vacuuming
removes more dust & grit before it causes
damage. This helps maintain colour vibrancy,
pattern clarity & the rug’s soft feel.

Applying Fiber Protector after cleaning
Or on a new rug ensures maximum
long-term protection and keeps your
rug looking beautiful for years.

Call Absolutely Fabulous
today on 0330 111 4912

thfahrugcleaning.co.uk

19



YOGA IN YOUR HOME

Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

* 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:

 Small Groups Susannah Trombetti

* Seniors welcomed Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
* Hambleden Valley based Mobile: 07917 683162

Ly % 2 el
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Denning Montessori Nursery and Forest School - Fawley
www.DenningMontessoriSchool.com - Tel: Jenny 07982 620710
Admin@denningmontessorischool.com

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service

24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370 ~

www.tomalins.couk office@tomalins.co.uk PCharl r
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG Plans.

W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.

L (Established 1968)
#NFB

Harsine emmeen o Jel g

BUILDERS and DECORATORS
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366
e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com
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brilliant performances. It is safe to say
their rendition of Sheepy Sheep was the
loudest the school has ever heard!

Christmas Fair

A heartfelt thank you to our amazing PTA
for pouring so much time and energy into
creating such a fantastic Christmas Fair.
We are so lucky to have such supportive
parents and a wonderful community
so thank you to everyone who helped,
attended, donated, or simply showed up
to share in the Christmas joy!

Year 6 Victorian Day

Our Year 6 children stepped back in
time for a full Victorian Day experience!
Dressed for the era and armed with slate
boards and strict classroom rules, they
took part in traditional arithmetic, reading
and writing and even sewing using
Victorian-style equipment. The children
threw themselves into the activities and
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loved discovering what school life was
like over 100 years ago - very different
from today! A brilliant day of learning,
fun, and history brought to life.

F.' -
B

Tag Rugby

We took two teams to compete in the
Berks & Bucks Cup: Frieth Falcons and
the Frieth Harriers. Out of the six teams
there, we finished 1st and 3rd! Huge well
done to all the children who took part;
you were all absolutely fantastic! An extra
congratulations to the Frieth Harriers,
who pulled off an incredible comeback
in the final game, coming from 3 behind
and scoring in the final play of the game
to secure the cup! An amazing testament
to their resilience, determination, and
teamwork. We couldn’t be prouder!

Martin Gosling
Headteacher
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Fingest Litter Pick: A
Community Effort

On Saturday 15th November, members
of the local community gathered for the
Fingest litter pick. The event organised by
Caroline Harper and Gabby McMahon,
saw an excellent turnout, with many
residents coming together to help clean
up the area.

A significant amount of litter was
collected throughout Fingest,
demonstrating the dedication and hard
work of all participants. In addition to
the litter removed, instances of fly tipping

were identified and duly reported to
the Council.

Looking ahead, preparations are already
in motion for another community litter
pick, scheduled to take place in the
spring. This forthcoming event will once
again provide residents with the chance
to unite and contribute positively to the
local environment. Beyond the important
task of tidying the area, the gathering will
also offer an opportunity for neighbours
to enjoy each other’s company over tea
and cake, reinforcing the strong sense of
community spirit that defines Fingest.

Gabriella McMahon

Turville Northend Vlllage Hall

Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, VWWeddings, Classes.

For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6L]




NUBODI PILATES

Changing the Way
Henley-on-Thames Moves

"L

Nestled in the heart of Henley-on-Thames, Nubodi Pilates
is a boutique Reformer Pilates studio founded by
Carine Cowley and her daughter Lia.

Together, they deliver world-class Reformer Pilates in a
welcoming, nurturing environment for all abilities.

Scan to join the Nubodi Community

3 Classes £55
Private Session + 2 Classes £95

Personalised, expert-led Reformer Pilates
for strength, mobility, and confidence.

5-Star Google Reviews | Henley-on-Thames | @nubodipilates | nubodi.co.uk
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ADVERTISEMENTS

North Cornwall,

Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles.
Family cottage with garden.
Sleeps 6. Quiet lane with
footpath leading to huge sandy
beach. Excellent surfing, walking
golf. Very reasonable rents. Beck-
Burridge 01491 413171.

Rock, North Cornwall.
Modernised, traditional cottage
by the beach, sleeps 8. Available
for holiday lets. Contact Mandy
Heller on 01491 638355 or

johnheller@poynattscottage.com

Salcombe, South Devon.
Three bedroom cottage, recent
refurb, stunning estuary views,
quiet & close to town centre,
sleeps six,easy access beaches/
walks, holiday lets throughout
year, 01491 577344.

Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4,
available for weekly holiday lets,
and The Studio sleeps 2,
available for 2-5 nights. An ideal
peaceful location for exploring
this beautiful island. Wonderful
panoramic views, walks, beaches,
wildlife. Visit
www.thesmithymull.co.uk

for more information.

Dairy Lane Dog Grooming.
Hand-stripping, Clipping,

Scissoring, Bathing, Nails.
Louise McTeague, 4 Dairy Lane,
Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames,
Oxon RGY 3AS Tel 01491
579442. Member of British Dog
Groomers Association and

Pet Care Trust.

Do You Need Your Logs
Stacking? If so then please
contact Tom on 07866 683383.

Try Reflexology for

Better sleep; improved
memory; increased energy levels;
sharper concentration; better
immune system; ability to manage
stress; better decision making and
release of tension. All of us have
some of these symptoms and a
few sessions of Reflexology could
help improve your daily life.

am AoR registered and practice
in Henley - so please come and
try - preferential rates offered to
readers of this magazine - contact
Vicky Lehaj on 07429 151389 or
email v.lehaj@gmail.com

Need your chimney
sweeping or stove
installed? If so, then

please contact Terry - a member
of the National Association of
Chimney Sweeps with over 30
years of experience working in
the Hambleden Valley - on 01494
564321 or mobile 07850 196616.

YOUR LOCAL TYREFITTING
SPECIALISTS AND MOBILE
BREAKDOWN SERVICE!

Thames View Tyres will get
you back on the road!

CONTACT US!

01491 413311
www.thamesviewtyres.co.uk
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Tip Top Dog Training.
Puppy School is held on Saturday
mornings at Lane End Youth

and Community Centre followed
by Dog Club which is open to
graduates of Puppy School or
following 1:2:1 assessment.
www.tiptopdogtraining.co.uk
07711 807109
melanie@tiptopdogtraining.co.uk.

Furnished

Accommodation
Management Services,

by Pass the Keys (South
Oxfordshire). Based in
Henley-on-Thames, providing

a fully managed service - listing
creation and management, guest
communication, cleaning and
linen. Hassle-free high returns for
landlords, second home owners
or country estates looking to
diversify. Reach out to Rachael
07792 003333 to see how we can
help, or email south-oxfordshire(@
passthekeys.co.uk

Rowlandscapes creative
landscape gardening.

Patios & paths, brickwork,
planting & hedging, lawns,
fencing, tree surgery. Telephone:
01844 351919 Mobile: 07718
257104 Email:
rowlandscapes@googlemail.com
Website:

www.rowlandscapes.com




Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount,
just quote #Hambleden

HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs.
Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage
Contact Hugo or Sophie on:

01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com

Professional Oven Cleaning Services

Healthy, Happy Ovens In A Jiffy

Bvens % 01491 714012

HEALTHY, HAPPY OVENS IN A JIFFY info@healthyovens_co_uk

www.healthyovens.co.uk

Graham Blake

soft furnishing

* Loose Covers ¢ Curtains®
* Re-Upholstery * Tracks and Poles *

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE

For personal, helpful service, please call
Tel: 01844 261769 « Mob: 0780 1182 400
grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

HAMBLEDEN VALLEY GROUP OF
CHURCHES

Rector: The Revd. Andy Storch,
07811 430898, Revandystorch@gmail.com

Associate Priest: The Revd. Sue Morton,
01491 639286, suemorton131@gmail.com

Director of Music: Jo Hutchins
07909 608654 johutchins27@gmail.com

Organist Emeritus: Christine Wells BEM,
c@wells.vnworks.net

Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders(@sky.com

Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle, 07769
599616, hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle,
07769 599616,
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor,
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm

Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297,
wendy.duerden@techademic.net

Barney’s Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall,
Currently suspended

Hambleden Valley Garden Club:
Meetings October-March on the first Tuesday
of the month, Frieth Village Hall.

Clair Honnor 07773 387195

Website:

www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

FAWLEY (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)
Churchwarden:
Vacant

Village Hall booking:
David Burton - davidburtn83@hotmail.co.uk

FINGEST (ST BARTHOLOMEW)
Churchwardens:

Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
brianbarnes346@gmail.com

Jill Dean, 01491 638678,

jill@sundawn.uk.com
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FRIETH (ST JOHN THE EVANGELIST)

Verger: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227,
ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com

Village Hall Bookings:

website www.friethvillagehall.org
email friethvillagehall@gmail.com
Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society:
Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586,
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club: Ben Smiley
friethcricket@btinternet.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub.
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227

ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com

HAMBLEDEN (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:
Vacant

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email

Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker,
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Pilates: Mondays 11 — 12 Fran Presho,
07951 019594

Bridge Club: Fridays 1.30 - 4.30
Frances Cugnoni, 01491 576409

Hambleden Social and Sports Club:
Open daily from 8pm Pat Eldridge,
01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons, 01491
577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com

Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall,
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com



MEDMENHAM
(ST PETER AND ST PAUL)

Churchwarden:
Vacant.

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori,
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations:

1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and
Beavers: leader Nick Currie,
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

SKIRMETT

Village Hall Bookings:
Bookings via the website:
skirmettvillagehall.org

Other enquiries:
skirmettvillagehall@gmail.com

TURVILLE (ST MARY THE VIRGIN)

Churchwarden:
Vacant

Bell Ringing: Wed practice,
Rachel Wallace, 01494 833025

rachel@markjwallace.com

Artists’ studios: Turville Studios open the
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm.
Angela Fois turvillestudios(@aol.com
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

TURVILLE NORTHEND

Village Hall Bookings:
David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm

smfaragher@fastmail.fm

Yoga: Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341

Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk,

www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem
01494 449215, mpc.clerk@gmail.com

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.

com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting
Ross McDonald, 07769 971252
r.mcdonald2007 @yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288,
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Distributors:

Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171;
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170;
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418;
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135;
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747,
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064;
Parmoor: Gillie Scott 01494 881408;
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913;
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574;
Southend: Rodney Pickett 01491 638523;
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344,
Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675;
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com



DESIGN HOME DECORATORS

| KrrcHeNs & BATHROOOMS | INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | REFURBISHMENT & DECORATION |

Bill Simons

Twin Peaks, Spurgrove, Little Frieth
Nr. Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 6PB

Tel +44 (0)1494 881341 Mobile: +44 (0)7774 171908
Email: bsimons@dhdcommercial.com | bill@designhomedecor.co.uk

€Xff€lﬂ€€/€ﬂﬂ.ma/«®

Superior Cleaning and Application of Protectors
Carpet, Upholstery, Leather, Modern & Oriental Rugs, Curtains, Tile & Grout/Stone Flooring,
Anti-Allergen Treatment, Specialist Stain Removal, Wood Floor Refinishing

Paul Brooker 35 Place Farm Way, Monks Risborough Bucks HP27 9JJ
T: 01844 346379 /344735 M: 07866 376934 E: jjjp@uwclub.net
www.extremecleancouk.com

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals ~ Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry
24 Hour Service
www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

Marlow Head Office Flackwell Heath High Wycombe Beaconsfield Farnham Common Gerrards Cross
21-23 Little Marlow Road 24 White Pit Lanc 891 London Road 32 Gregories Road 4 The Broadway 38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01628 898866 Tel: 01494 952288 Tel: 01494 472572

Tel: 01494 685000 Tel: 01753 535556

M4D. J. Macleod

Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting
Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of Wood Chips
Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901

www.donlogs.com

e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com

Tel: 01753 891892
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BOATRUILDERS o THE THAMES ESTY ovier 200 YEARS
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BOATBUILDERS - RESTORERS - BROKERS

FTELEPHONE: G1628 A24888 "WWW . FETERFREEBRODY, COxM
THAMES BOATHOUSES, MILEL LANE, HURLEY, BERKRSHIRE, SLa SX1»

J Hooney
In Association w:fh Henley Chic Decor

YOUR “CLEAN" RELIABLE
QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken

* NVQ qualified

* Many references available in and around Henley
* No job too small!

¢ Interior & exterior work done!

* Free competitive quotes! No obligation

¢ Prompt and friendly service!

® C.L.Sregistered business

e Full public liability insurance

¢ Specialist in rural run down property

01189 344230 07961 366535

darrenjomooney@hotmail.com henleyschicdecor.com




® ¥ Knight

B 4 Frank

When it matters most, put your
next move in safe hands.

Knight Frank Henley
Proud to support the Hambleden Valley Magazine
01491 818416 | henley@knightfrank.com

Your partners in property



