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Group Letter

A number of people
have been telling me
about the pilgrimages
they have made, some
along the Camino —the
Way — through France,
Portugal and Spain.
They have spoken
movingly of this pilgrim time discovering
that it is more about the journey and
less about the destination, more about
walking alongside fellow pilgrims and less
about rushing ahead.

The Archbishop of York, the Rt Revd
Stephen Cottrell, who has made many
pilgrimages including walking the
Camino to Santiago de Compostela in
Spain twice (a journey of 400 miles),
says:

‘Pilgrimage — or any walking journey for
that matter - requires us to slow down to
God’s pace. And when we slow down
things happen’.

As we move into Lent in this month of
February, there will be opportunities for
us all to slow down and to seek to spend
time with God, starting with a special Ash
Wednesday service on 14th February at

GROUP LETTER

10.15am in Turville. And prior to that
service, to begin our ‘Journey into Lent,’
there will be the opportunity to make
a pilgrimage of our own through the
Hambleden Valley, as Wild Church hosts
a Pilgrimage on Sunday 11th February
at 2pm from Skirmett, making our way to
Hambleden Church.

Our own ‘Camino’ is open to all churches
across the Wycombe Deanery of which
the Hambleden Valley is a part. We will
take time to pause at points along the way,
to hear reflections from ministers from
various churches across the Deanery, to
sing hymns and to walk beside alongside
fellow pilgrims. We will end at the foot
of the cross in Hambleden churchyard.
Everyone is welcome to join us there for
the final reflection, followed by tea and
cake.

As we make our journeys, our
pilgrimages, through Lent, we remember
that God is a pilgrim God, walking beside
us wherever our paths may lead, taking
us to sacred places and revealing to us
sacred moments. So, let us take the slow
road in this season and walk through
Lent at God’s pace.

Wishing us all a Holy Lent,
Sue
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BLOCKED EARS?

Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with
over 20 years experience. Now providing
a home service for Earwax Removal.
et her visit you in your own home to help

elieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

| ull PPE equipment used to comply with
recommended Covid safety measures.

07795 268866

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk

facebook.com/blockedear
instagram.com/blocked_ear

HEARING
SCREENING
& TESTING

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066




Welcome to our vibrant Pilates studio, where an
energising Reformer Pilates experience awaits!

Located in the heart of Henley on Thames.

Please contact info@nubodipilates.co.uk for more info.

Open for tours & tastings,
drinks on the terrace,

: Sunday jazz afternoons

- and available to hire for
GROVE private events.

OAKEN
- For full listings of our
events, to book tickets or to

purchase our wines, please
visit our website.

We look forward to welcoming
you to the vineyard soon!

oakengrovevineyard.co.uk
info@oakengrovevineyard.co.uk

Benhams Lane, Fawley,
Henley-on-Thames RG9? 6JG




GROUP NOTES AND NEWS

Retirement

After nearly 67 very
happy years | am retiring!
[ was appointed by Rector
Wilfred Watts in the spring
of 1957 having answered
an  advertisement in
the Bucks Free Press.
[  was not altogether
inexperienced as, from
the age of 17, I was the

organist at St. Mary Magdalen, Tilehurst. |
studied at the Royal Academy of Music. I
have enjoyed enormously working with
Hambleden and Frieth choirs and hope, that
should I be made Organist Emeritus or some
similar title, I will not lose touch.

Charles Gray, Christine Wells and Harry
Sloper receive Maundy Money from The
Queen 28.3.2013

Christine Wells

} |
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Wild Church - Plough Sunday

Psalm 65 (v.9-13) perfectly embodied the spirit
of Plough Sunday when Wild Church met at
Hanger Farm in Fingest on 14th January by
kind permission of James and Helen Jackson.
The gathering in the farmyard comprised not
just young families and people of all ages,
but some venerable tractors and ploughs too,
brought together specially by local farmers
to be blessed on the day which traditionally
marks the start of the ploughmen’s year.

Sue Morton composed the service with great
sensitivity, incorporating some prayers written
originally for the farming community by Jackie,
Helen Jackson’s mother, while the Wild Choir
led the hymns. Gid Lacey, having explained
the significance of ploughing in the country
calendar and its changing character, mused
about whether Jesus, the carpenter, might

Continued on page 7



The perfect venue in the
middle of the beautiful
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen
facilities, patio, WiFi,
hearing loop, parking.
Hire by the hour or
by session.

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org visit www.hambledenvillagehall.org

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE STORES
& POST OFFICE

Local Artisan Produce - Freshly Ground Coffee & Teas
Filled Rolls & Toasties - Homemade Sausage Rolls
Organic Cakes - Fresh Bread & Pastries - Ice Creams
Seating Area - Post Office

That groovy little store!

Mon - Sat 8am - 5pm
All locally sourced and made with love!

Sun 8.30am-4pm

58 The Village. Hambleden. info@hambledenvillagestores.com. 01491 571201




Th e Henley-on-Thames’ auctioneers with world
class expertise, local and international reach
Pe e St al we offer a calendar of specialist and single
owner auctions as well as our 24/7 online Shop

Inviting consignments for
our forthcoming auctions of
Fine & Decorative Interiors

For a free auction valuation please contact:
Guy Savill or Sally Stratton MRICS on: +44 (0)1491 522733 or email: valuations@thepedestal.com

The Pedestal
The Dairy, Stonor Park, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6HF

www.thepedestal.com



have maintained the village plough. Gary
Anderson, who read Psalm 65, had brought
a giant jigsaw of a tractor and plough for the
children to assemble, while others mapped
their homes on a large sheet of paper laid out
on the barn floor, before spreading soil over it
to represent the valley’s agricultural landscape.

Recited in this beautiful Chiltern setting,
albeit on a wintry afternoon, the last verses
of the Psalm, so well chosen, offered both
thanksgiving for those who tend the land for us
all and a prayer for God’s blessing on their work
and on the land through the coming seasons:

‘You crown the year with your bounty;
Your wagon tracks overflow with richness.
The pastures of the wilderness overflow,
The hills gird themselves with joy.

The meadows clothe themselves with flocks,
The valleys deck themselves with grain,
They shout and sing together for joy.’

With grateful thanks to the Jackson family,
Gary and Henry Anderson, and Gid and
Dawn Lacey for their thoughtful contributions
and support.

Mike and Laura Wortley

Sunday 11th February 2024 at 2pm

Join us for
a Wild Lent Pilgrimage
through the Hambleden Valley

As we prepare for Ash Wednesday and to enter into Lent, you are
warmly invited to join us on a Pilgrimage starting at the bridge in
Skirmett and finishing at the foot of the cross in Hambleden.

The Lent Pilgrimage, open to churches across the Wycombe Deanery
will involve walking country paths with pauses to reflect, sing and
pray. Short reflections will be led by ministers from across the
Wycombe Deanery at points along our walk. Full details to follow.

Please wear sturdy shoes and dress for the weather!
The Pilgrimage will be followed by tea and cake in Hambleden church -
all are welcome.

The Revd Mark Ackford, South Chilterns Team
The Revd Wendy Bull, St Annes and St Peter's,
Wycombe Marsh & Micklefield

The Revd Paul Cudby, Wooburn Green

The Revd Keith Johnson, Hughenden Valley
The Revd Sue Morton, Hambleden Valley

Wild Church Team:

Sue Morton 07808 517347
suemorton131@gmail.com

Mary Campbell

grandma marycampbell@googlemail.com
Mardi Wilkins mardi43@btinternet.com

News from Benja in Chile

Sue Morton

Benja Curin, the Chilean pastor who visited the Hambleden Valley last summer, has now been
ordained as a deacon and a new bishop, Joel Millanguir, (centre) has been consecrated in the
Araucania Diocese. Benja is 2" right in the front row (brown stole); the Mapuche Bishop Abelino
is on the far left and Alf Cooper, fourth on the left. Both bishops hosted us during our stay. Their
red stitching on their stoles is the Chilean bellflower or copihue, the national flower.
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Community Matters

Community Matters has been very busy
over the festive period. It is hard to
understand sometimes what it must feel like
when tough decisions have to be made by
our families.

The end of last year and early in 2024 meant
a lot of help was given for electricity, gas
and logs. One family told us that they had to
dress the children in layers to avoid turning
the heating on. These are not unusual
comments. We help as much as we can.

It was a delight for one family to be given a
brand-new duvet for one of their children.
They were over the moon and couldn’t thank
us enough. Another family asked for help to
pay for Nursery fees. They hadn’t been able
to pay the final amount last term and if it
was not paid, they would not be able to
go back to work. We were able to pay
the remainder.

The Christmas holiday time was full of phone
calls asking for food and utilities. It is so kind
that people give to meet these needs.

One highlight was taking a few families
to see Pinocchio performed by the Lane
End Players. Everyone enjoyed the fun
production.

As you can see the needs of families come in
all shapes and sizes.

Thank you, Hambleden Valley Churches and
Community, for your generosity in donating
food and financial gifts.

Lucy Smith

Aftermath

Silence now,
Wind dropped
Gale stopped
Clamorous row,
Abates.

Trees unbend
Flocks unravel
Rooks travel,
Time to mend
Slates.

Gutters dripping
Thatches steaming
Puddles gleaming
Cows waiting,

By gates.

Seas unsatisfied
Besiege shore,
Demanding more,
Seething tide
Waits.

Out of By Hook or by Crook
By John Eve

With kind permission Ilse Eve



Absolutely Fabulous

PERSIAN & ORIENTAL
RUG CLEANING

v/ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL
v/ PET URINE TREATMENTS

v/ MOTH REPELLENT

v/ SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

Call or visit "EELZZ Yy vy YL LIILY

ABFAB CLEANING.CO.UK

Protecting your wealth and loved ones

* Everyone should have a Will, but 2 out of 3 people have not yet made one, and those that
have may not have the correct Will in place.

* If you own a business or a share of a business, your spouse/partner and children may not
necessarily inherit your share.

* An estimated 70,000 people per year have to sell their homes to pay for care.

» Effective planning can also protect the inheritance of future generations from divorce or
separation settlements.

* By setting up lasting powers of attorney you can rest assured that your finances and
personal welfare are in safe hands.

In association with Countrywide Tax & Trust Corporation Limited, I provide
a professional, tailor-made service to help individuals to safeguard assets,
regardless of their value and protect their loved ones.
My decision to get involved in Wills and Estate Planning was a result of personal experience.
I learnt first-hand how unpreparedness adds to the stress of dealing with long-term illness and
death. Get in touch for advice that can guide you to make informed decisions that suit your
needs.

Visit www.personalestateplanning.co.uk for further information.
Judy Bonfanti, FCCA, STEP Affiliate judy.bonfanti@hotmail.com 07810 642505




Graham Blake

soft furnishing

* Loose Covers ® Curtains®
* Re-Upholstery ¢ Tracks and Poles *

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 « Mob: 0780 1182 400
grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com

Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning
Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321
Mobile 07850 196616

Whatever you want to store...

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, .____,.--hﬁtw“" '-?a#;
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to ' . %
sell your house more quickly - we offer a
friendly and flexible local service.

With competitive rates, secure storage

and hassle free 24/7 access, S'I'(,R E

contact us now!

HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE

01189404163 www.barn-store.co.uk ]
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Winter Waggle ot Waddesdon Manor
14th Fa

WILDLIFE
Frieth Natural History Society

FNHS would like to wish everyone a Happy
New Year. Our first meeting of 2024 will
be held in Frieth Village Hall at 7.30pm on
Thursday 7th March. The short AGM will
be followed by a talk on Bats to be given
by Veritie Turner from the North Bucks Bat
Group.

[ was surprised to read that there are 18 Bat
species, native to the British Isles. How many
of these we would expect to see around
Frieth and how can they be identified? If you
are interested in finding out more, you are
most welcome to attend.

Contact details; Mary 01494 881501,
Andy 01494 881586
or email FNHS2023@gmail.com

Mary Webb

A Naturalist’s Reminiscences No 4

Those of you who have read my previous
reminiscences (e.g. No3) will appreciate that
[ was about to broaden my horizons. In the
1950s every able-bodied male at the age of
18 was required to do National Service. [ had
opted to join the army and being a Suffolk
boy, 1 was expecting to join the Suffolk
Regiment in Bury St Edmunds. As I was

11

WILDLIFE

called up in January 1957 when there wasn’t
an intake for the Suffolk Regiment, I was
sent to the Northampton Regiment which
was part of the East Anglian Brigade. Most
of the recruits were from the steel towns of
Corby and Kettering ‘Where the men come
from’ I was told on arrival. However, in the
second week when we were marched up to
the Medical Officer’s office to give blood, the
sight of the syringe needle caused many of
‘the men’ to faint away and [ was one of the
few still standing!

We were soon sent off to train on an army site
in the neighbouring countryside where I had
an opportunity to collect caterpillars on the
hedgerows. In particular, [ found a web nest
of very furry caterpillars. I soon discovered
I had to be very careful how I handled
them as they gave me nasty red rashes. |
collected a large number of them in a jam
jar and took them back to my barrack room
together with a supply of their food plant,
and put the jam jar in my bedside locker.
The steel men thought [ was very peculiar
but some were interested. Later we were
sent for night warfare training for four days
on an army range some 50 miles away. We
all became exhausted with very little sleep
living in leaking tents. Meanwhile back in my
barrack room, the caterpillars having eaten
all their food plant had decided to explore
the barrack room for more food. They
were everywhere — on the floor, the walls,
the ceiling and indeed all over the beds. By
the time we returned four days later in the
middle of the night, we threw ourselves on
our beds. Need [ say more? [ was not popular
with the ‘men from Corby and Kettering’ and
the few budding entomologists suddenly lost
all interest.

Alfred Waller



HAMBLEDEN
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Christmas week at Hambleden

Church - a brief summary

The week before Christmas was a busy
and happy time with many people from
Hambleden Church and parish taking part in
the preparations and the services.

The week began with Jill and Charlie L
gathering holly, ivy and rosemary ready
for a team of ladies to prepare the low

arrangements for the choir stalls and
arrangements with white amaryllis and
freesias. Other ladies placed arrangements
around the church using red carnations
kindly given by the Sarikhani family.
Angus A and Chris H supplied and decorated
the Christmas trees next to the Altar.
Greenlands and Sammy W supplied and
decorated the Lychgate Christmas tree. Paul
and Bessie Webb with Mardji, set up the Crib
such that it took one’s breath away when
going into the church in a low light.

Then all was ready for the Service of
Nine Lessons and Carols. Christine
Wells played the organ, the Choir sang carols
for us, including duets by Tony and Kerry
Parkin, and Annie Hooton with Jim Tilbury,

12

as well as several traditional ones sung and
enjoyed by the whole congregation. The
familiar lessons starting with Genesis and
leading to the New Testament Christmas
Story were read by people all chosen
because they play an important part in our
church and village community. Revd Sue
Morton read the gospel.

The next busy day was Thursday with
the making of the Christingles at the Hyde
with the Hamilton, Steward and Lumley
families making 150 Christingles in record
time! The Christingle team then set up the
church for the Christingle Service
which was very busy — 260 people — possibly
more. Everyone heard the Nativity story
and the symbolic meaning of the Christingle
from Revd Sue Morton. Theo and Sam
Boughton read the Christmas Story, the
Christingles were given out and lit, lights
lowered and “Away in a Manger” sung
and we were put in touch with the awe
of Christmas. The whole service and the
major clearing up afterwards went very
smoothly and safely, in part due to the
extra help of Gay and Sandy Doggart

Continued on page 17



slag & hunilsman

HAMBLEDEN

open Monday to Sunday, for breakfast, lunch and dinner

www.stagandhuntsman.com | 01491 571227

| —

botele & glass INMN

hari street TAVERN
BINFIELD HEATH

HEHLEY ON THAMES
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Church Services and Events

From The Registers
Rest in Peace

Jan 12 2024 Gillian Bettoja Funeral, Hambleden and Cremation

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If you
would like prayer please send a request to the email below:

hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

Award Winning s
VBLE Y
e, b
g FARM SHOP & BUTCHERS

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Fully stocked farm shop
specialising in produce from
our farm, as well as other
local farms and businesses.

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers Opening Times

Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Telephone : 01494 881660 Sat 8.30am - 4pm
www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk Sun 9am - 2pm
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CALENDAR FOR FBRUARY 2024

Sunday Services

Pattern of Worship February 2024

Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am and the
10.15am midweek Holy Communion at Turville on Wednesdays, and 12noon Churchyard
Prayers at Fawley on Fridays. Please check our website www.hambleden-valley-churches.
org.uk for latest updates or contact our administrator Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616 —
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com with any query.

www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Fawley Fingest Frieth Hambleden Medmenham Turville
9am Holy 9.30am Holy
Communion Communion
28th dan 11am Holy 11am Holy
Communion Communion
6pm Candlemas
Evensong
4 Feb 10am Group
9am Holy
Communion
11am Holy 11am Holy
11th Feb Communion Communion
2pm Wild Church,
Lent Pilgrimage -
Skirmett to
Hambleden
8am BCP Holy
9am Holy Communion
Communion
10am Lay-led
18h Feb Morning Worship
11am Village
Service
9am Holy 9.30am Holy
Communion Communion
11am Holy 11am Holy
25th Feb Communion Communion
6pm Coffee and
Compline
3rd Mar IOaSr;Ségup

15




fSC_ln Throu Window Cleaning

4
g S
- > OFFICES HOUSES
& 2 P FLATS GUTTERS
- Barrie.nowlan@sky.com Mobile 07825 241469

Professional Oven Cleaning Services
A CLEAN OVEN IS A HAPPY OVEN!
Healthy, Happy Ovens In A Jiffy
g Get Your Oven Cleaned TODAY!

HealthyUdvens % 01491 714012

HEALTHY, HAPPY OVENS IN A JIFFY info@healthyovens_co_uk

www.healthyovens.co.uk
« b }
" )
> /)
tc‘?'.':
N, &

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals ~ Pre-Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry
24 Hour Service
www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

Marlow Head Office Flackwell Heath High Wycombe Beaconsfield Farnham Common Gerrards Cross
21-23 Little Marlow Road 24 White Pit Lane 891 London Road 32 Gregories Road 4 The Broadway 38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01628 898866 Tel: 01494 952288 Tel: 01494 472572 Tel: 01494 685000 Tel: 01753 535556 Tel: 01753 891892

All breeds of Dogs and Cats - Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

ﬁ MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY

PROFESSIONAL & CARING
i With 36 Years' Experience
Clipping/Hand Stripping
Rotten Row Farm « Hambleden

U(Z\« Henley-on-Thames « Oxon

‘&“ i Tel: 01491 636140
C O l\ T 6, TA | LS candidataylor50@gmail.com
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established
01491 574644 {Z’B ETSHEPP. \I’]‘: 1906

MOMUMENTAL MASO!

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RGY 1AG

www.etsheppard.co.uk info@etsheppard.co.uk
Private Car Parking
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and Frances Emmett and her family. The
wonderful total of £768, (with 6 euros and
one 1963 shilling) was collected for the
Children’s Society.

This team set up for the Midnight Mass
in which Pat Eldridge had many roles: sides
person, chorister and general manager.
It was Revd Andy Storch’s first Christmas
service with us and he managed well with
very little help.

Christmas Morning Holy
Communion, again with Revd Andy,
was well attended and he addressed the
children as well as the many adult visitors,
and frequent members of the congregation,
encouraging everyone, like the Shepherds
and the Wise Men, to feel they can approach
and revere the Christ Child whether they are
rich or poor, and at any time. It was a Happy
Christmas for Hambleden. Thank you to
everyone who helped to make everything
flow. If anyone would like to help in some
small way next year you are very welcome
to join us.

Jill Steward
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Thanksgiving Service for Patti Walsh

There will be a
Thanksgiving
Service for Patti on
March 13th, 2024,

at  1.0°clock, in
Hambleden Church.
Patti died on
November 25th,
2023, at The Grange
Nursing Home,
Goring, where

she had lived after
leaving Swiss Farm.
Patti had been a
member of the Choir
in Hambleden and
more recently an
enthusiastic Bell Ringer until her Parkinson’s
made it impossible. All are welcome at
the Service which will be followed by light
refreshments at the Village Hall.

Jenny and Patti
Walsh

Juliet Woollcombe

Become involved.....

We, the very elderly are always saddened by
the incapacity or death of anyone who had
contributed to the vigorous life of the church
as its presence and activities lie at the heart
of our village. A thanksgiving service for
Patti Walsh, former Tower Captain of the
band of bell ringers will take place in March.
She was the arranger of the magnificent crib
which greets all those who enter church at
Christmastide.

It disheartens us that few newcomers making
Hambleden their home, ever volunteer to be
involved in the proactive life of our parish
church. After a centuries old tradition of
creating a swag of greenery all over the chancel
arch on occasions of major significance for the
royal family, there was last year no mention of
a swag for the coronation. Whilst it is currently



fashionable to have nothing to do with
the church, it is perhaps also the fault of us
church members who do not connect with
many who might if invited and encouraged,
dip their toe into gently assisting the wellbeing
of our magnificent and glorious parish church.
An anxiety for newcomers is the prospect of
inescapable lifetime slavery to church work.
Forget that, you need not be a pillar of the
church. Instead, be a buttress of the church.
Support it from the outside. Dip in and out
with help as others already do. A duo of
volunteers is needed to restore the village
tradition of an Easter Day bonnet competition.
Another duo is needed to re-establish a village
centred harvest festival lunch. Once a year
flower arrangers are needed. Choir members
are needed. Bell ringers are needed and can
be trained in the tower. Donations are needed
to speed the slow re-roofing. Another duo is
needed to gently oversee church teas this
summer. Dear readers, please encourage
people to be involved offering a bit of their
limited time availability. I'm led to believe
that benefits accrue also to the inner spirit of
volunteers. We could do no more for the new
Reverend Andy Storch than for a few more
of us to offer to support his year-round work
by filling gaps in maintaining the work of the
church in our community. I do hope that the
awful ecclesiastical title ‘priest in charge’ will
fast be abandoned in favour of the traditional
title of ‘Rector’. We in the parish can speed
that change with our tongues.

Alan Armstrong

Hambleden Cinema

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE HALL

Saturday 17th February 2024
Duoors & Bar open Tpen, Programene begins Spem

Tickets £8 on sale at
www.hambledencinema.co.uk
and at Hambleden Village Stores

T i) i Wiy et e Hmblascie Yilage risd Magivionsd Charty K73

Please join us on the 12th February for the
film Living PG 13, starring Bill Nighy. In
1950s London, a humourless bureaucrat
decides to take time off work to experience
life after receiving a grim diagnosis.

The trailer;
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt9051908/

Doors open 7pm, programme begins 8pm.
Continued on page 21

07711 807109

Classes are held at: Lane End Youth and Community Centre, Edmonds Road, Lane End HP14 3EJ

For further details of Puppy School and other dog training services, please go to the Tip Top Puppy

§ ) a and Dog Training website or contact Melanie direct.
[«
y ¢ —
/ (/ Melanie Mathews
-_— ) ,‘\ \\ Member of the Association of Pet Dog Trainers (01569)
—
(Sl

melanie@tiptopdogtraining.co.uk

www.tiptopdogtraining.co.uk




Turville Northend Vlllage Hall

Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, Weddings, Classes.

For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6L]

; Danesfie [0 Gardens
' Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

" Your local nursery for bedding and patio plants for spring and autumn
Baskets filled, compost, chimney pots and ornaments

Betty Ryan
Phone: 01628 484509 and Isabel McCrindle

YOUR LOCAL TYREFITTING
SPECIALISTS AND MOBILE
BREAKDOWN SERVICE!

Thames View Tyres will get
you back on the road!

CONTACT US!

01491 413311
www.thamesviewtyres.co.uk
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YOGA IN YOUR HOME

Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

* 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:

 Small Groups Susannah Trombetti

* Seniors welcomed Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
» Hambleden Valley based Mobile: 07917 683162

f g . > " R oo
Denning Montessori Nursery and Forest School - Fawley
www.DenningMontessoriSchool.com - Tel: Jenny 07982 620710
Admin@denningmontessorischool.com

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service

24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370 Golden

www.tomalins.co.uk  office@tomalins.co.uk PCharl r
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG Plans

Plans

W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.

L (Established 1968)
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BUILDERS and DECORATORS
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366
e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com
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Tickets £8 each can be bought from
www.hambledencinema.co.uk and from
Hambleden Village Stores. There will be
a bar selling soft drinks, wine, beer and
tempting delicious cinema snacks! In aid of
raising funds for Hambleden Village Hall
Registered Charity 30027.

Hambleden Cinema Team

FAWLEY
Fawley Carol Service

4pm, Sunday 17th December 2023

Whatever anyone else says this is the one
they were all waiting for. Reason alone for
the fabulous renovation of St Mary’s and
the climax of Fawley’s cultural calendar.

Approximately 150 residents, friends
and family filled our warm, wi-fi'd and
beautifully decorated village church to sing,
dance and applaud the very best of Fawley’s
musical talent. I wonder if our new minister,
the Revd. Andy Storch imagined that his
first Fawley congregation would include
the ‘Fawley Bottom Band’ of Ben and
Nina Foster, John Isaac and Seb Piper plus
instruments?

The evening of festive delights was opened
by the exquisite tones of Nina Foster’s
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FAWLEY

violin and Tilly Lait singing the first verse of
“Silent Night” followed by the slightly less
exquisite voices of the audience singing the

next two verses. Next came humour in the
form of “The Christmas Disaster” written
and performed by lona Fogle and describing
with great hilarity her family labradors’
unique ability to wreak havoc on even the
most precisely planned Christmas lunch.
This was followed by “Sneaky Business”
a really jazzy little number performed by
Coralie Eccles on the piano. After “Away
in a Manger” we were treated to Seb Piper’s
innocuously named “Seb’s Boogie”. What
followed can only be described as the
most toe-tapping, finger-clicking and even
head-banging torrent of harmony ever to
have been let loose in the Hambleden Valley.
Certainly, this correspondent’s pick of the
evening, appreciated even by the resident
bat that was now zig-zagging to the beat in
the rafters.

The audience was then able to regain
its composure thanks to a delightful
Christmas reading by Marsha George and
her grandchildren, Tilly and Ariadne Lait.
We then had a terrific rendition of “Jingle
Bells” on the violin by the young Gordy
Foster before we all gave “Good King
Wenceslas” a run for his money. Next
came Charlie Foster giving a superb guitar
performance of the Beatles’ “Blackbird” —
the well of musical talent certainly runs deep
in that family!



FRIETH

Another original ‘written and performed
by’ number was Otto Evetts’ ‘Fawley
Sonnet’ that pithily summed up Fawley
life. It is unlikely that Otto’s poetic vision
could have imagined what was coming
next to Fawley in the shape of his sister
Ivy, cousin lona Fogle and friends Enya
Michelin and Molly Swinglehurst performing
their ‘Festive Dance’. To a background
track of Michael Bublé’s “Holly, Jolly
Christmas” this particular Fawley fab four
were literally cartwheeling up the aisle as
they sang, danced and threw sweets into
the gaping mouths of a transfixed
congregation.

When Holst set his hauntingly beautiful
melody to Rossetti's poem “In the Bleak
Midwinter” he probably didn’t anticipate
it being reproduced one day by ‘The
Fawley Bottom Band’ but I can assure you
he would have been absolutely thrilled
that they did. The neighbourly quartet of
talent captivated us whilst a collection was
taken for the Brazilian Dr Leao’s Animal
Charity and closer to home, St Mary’s
Fawley. Meanwhile as the music played,
we could all contemplate and enjoy the
wonderful Christmas decorations and
flowers arranged by Lady MacAlpine and
Guy Andrews.

Prayers were then led by the architect of
St Mary’s renaissance, Julia Ogilvy, to be
followed by the interactive Blessing of Revd.
Andy Storch who had us all making various
hand gestures (all holy) as we blessed

and gave thanks for the progenitors of the
Christmas story.

Finally, we all rose to belt out “O Come all
Ye Faithful” and it really was beginning to
feel a lot like Christmas......

Huttie Swinglehurst

FRIETH

Frieth School

Key Stage 1 children take a bow for your
stunning Nativity performance! In particular,
[ loved the singing and dancing but the
costumes and acting were also first class!
Of course, this was made possible by our
outstanding teachers and teaching assistants
and special thanks must be offered to them.
I'm sure [ speak for everyone who watched it
when [ say we absolutely loved it!

Skirmett Village Hall

A bright lovely hall with fully equipped kitchen
in the Hambleden Valley available for
meetings, workshops classes and parties.
Website: Skirmettvillagehall.org. For bookings
Contact Mandy Heller 01491 638355.




What a week it was for the netballers just
before Christmas! Three big wins against
schools which are significantly larger than
Frieth, all with a reputation for excellence in
sport. Fantastic team performances resulted
in 14-8, 11-7 and 15-2 wins over Lowbrook
Academy, Danesfield and Burford. Well
done everyone and big thanks to our
awesome team of coaches! With the league
matches now approaching, our team should
be feeling confident we can retain the High
Wycombe District Netball League trophy.

Martin Gosling
Headteacher

TURVILLE

TURVILLE

Turville Christmas Day Orchestra

On Christmas morning in Turville musicians
young and old came together to celebrate in
a joyful lay led service. They filled the church
with wonderful music, interspersed with
inspiring Christmas readings. Thanks to all
who took part!

Caroline Sants

Forest School Leader

Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 1.00pm to 3:30pm (7.5 hours) Term
Time Only Closing date: 28/03/2024. Interviews: Date to be confirmed. Bucks Pay
Band 7 SP 36 is £21.72 per hour (Inclusive of holiday pay)

We are looking for someone to join our team to lead our thriving Forest School. The
successful candidate will be passionate about outdoor learning and is required to plan and
deliver forest school sessions. The role would be operating during term time weeks under
a casual contract. Experience is preferred but not essential as full training will be provided.
For more details, please contact Martin Gosling (Headteacher) via office@friethschool.
co.uk or telephone 01494 881554.

Frieth CEC Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.
The role is subject to a successful DBS check and pre-employment checks which will be
undertaken before an appointment is confirmed.

Applications will be considered on receipt after which suitable candidates will be invited to
interview prior to closing date.

23




ADVERTISEMENTS

North Cornwall,

Harlyn Bay Padstow 4
miles. Family cottage with
garden. Sleeps 6. Quiet lane
with footpath leading to
huge sandy beach. Excellent
surfing, walking, golf. Very
reasonable rents. Beck-
Burridge 01491 413171.

Rock, North Cornwall.
Modernised, traditional
cottage by the beach, sleeps
8. Available for holiday

lets. Contact Mandy Heller
on 01491 638355 or
johnheller@poynattscottage.
com

Salcombe, South Devon.
Three bedroom cottage,
recent refurb, stunning
estuary views, quiet &

close to town centre,

sleeps six,easy access
beaches/walks, holiday lets

2

throughout year, 01491
577344.

Music Teacher! - Qualified
musician offering great value
Piano and Vocal lessons. 5
Years Experience, Fun and
engaging lessons for all ages
and abilities. Contact Sasha
Steventon (BMus) on 07740
289467 or bluemicmusic@
outlook.com
www.bluemicmusic.co.uk

Isle of Mull. The Bothy
sleeps 4, available for weekly
holiday lets, and The Studio
sleeps 2, available for 2-5
nights. An ideal peaceful
location for exploring this
beautiful island. Wonderful
panoramic views, walks,
beaches, wildlife. Visit
www.thesmithymull.co.uk
for more information.

Dairy Lane Dog
Grooming. Hand-stripping,

Clipping, Scissoring,
Bathing, Nails. Louise
McTeague, 4 Dairy Lane,
Hambleden, Henley-on-
Thames, Oxon RG9 3AS Tel
01491 579442. Member

of British Dog Groomers
Association and

Pet Care Trust.

Do You Need Your Logs
Stacking and/or Leaf
Clearance? If so then

please contact Tom on
07866 683383.

Group Yoga Classes

in Hambleden Every
Thursday Evening

Mixed ability Slow Hatha
Flow classes with Gabby
McMahon, every Thursday
at 7pm at Hambleden Village
Hall. Booking required. To
book or for more information
visit www.gmyoga.co.uk or
telephone 07828 148657
Gabriella McMahon.

Pass the Keys

Furnished Short-Let Property Management

We provide exceptional Airbnb hosting and

guest experiences

0208 050 2818

Excellent
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4,583 reviews on

Trustpilot




Henley based plumbin

ALLHEAT

SOLUTIONS

Dil Boiler Servicing,
Breakdown & Repair.
Dil Boiler Installations.
Bathroom Design &
Installation Service.
Full Tiling Service.

heating and bathroom specialist

@ 07596 018344
G PAUL@ALLHEATSOLUTIONS.COM

A uowes] ¢

General Plumbing
Maintenance & Repair.

[=]

Heating System Power
Flushing.
Underfloor Heating

Installation & Repair.  SCAN ME

Do you
struggle with
your mobility
or balance?

Are you

getting

over an
operation?

Are you
getting stiffer
and losing
flexibility?

Or just worried
about aches
and pains?

P

The physios at Physiolistic are experts in
both pain and movement.

They will find out why you are in pain or
not moving well, help address this as
quickly as possible and get you moving
and doing what you love again.

We are open 7 days a week with free parking
at the Henley Rugby Club.

Call 01491 598043 or book online at
physiolistic.co.uk

Dry Leas Sports Ground, Marlow Road, Henley,
Oxfordshire, RG9 2JA
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

Hambleden Valley Group of Churches
Priest-in-Charge: The Revd. Andy Storch,
07811 430898, Revandystorch@gmail.com

Associate Priest: The Revd. Sue Morton,
01491 639286, suemorton131@gmail.com

Director of Music and Choir:
Christine Wells BEM, 01491 571588,
c@wells.vnworks.net

Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle,
07769 599616,
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle,
07769 599616,
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor,
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm

Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297,
wendy.duerden@techademic.net
Barney's Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall,
Currently suspended

Website:
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk
Fawley (St Mary the Virgin)
Churchwarden: David Napier,

01491 574230,
david_napier@btopenworld.com

Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting and
Village Hall booking:

David Burton - davidburtn83 @hotmail.co.uk
Fingest (St Bartholomew)

Churchwardens:
Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
brianbarnes346@gmail.com

Jill Dean, 01491 638678,
jill@sundawn.uk.com

Frieth (St John the Evangelist)

Churchwarden: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227,
ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com
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Village Hall Bookings:
website www.friethvillagehall.org

email friethvillagehall@gmail.com
Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society:

Mary (01494 881501), Andy (01494 881586),
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club:

Ben Smiley

friethcricket@btinternet.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last

Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub.
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227

ajh.claypitl @btinternet.com

Hambleden (St Mary the Virgin)
Churchwarden:

Jill Steward 01491 571320
jillsteward@hambleden.com

Deputy Churchwarden:

Sharon Smith 01628 487458
sharonsmith0505@btinternet.com

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email
Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker,

01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org
Pilates: Mondays 11 - 12 Fran Presho,
07951 019594

Bridge Club: Fridays 1.30 - 4.30

Frances Cugnoni, 01491 576409
Hambleden Social and Sports Club: Open
daily from 8 pm Pat Eldridge,

01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons,
01491 577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com

Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall,
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com)



Medmenham (St Peter and St Paul)
Churchwarden:

Vacant.

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori,
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations:

1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and
Beavers: leader Nick Currie,
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk
Medmenham News:
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

Skirmett

Village Hall Bookings: Mandy Heller, 01491
638355 www.skirmettvillagehall.org

Tai Chi: Friday 9.30am - 10.30am.

Contact: junekingsburytaichi@gmail.com
Hambleden Valley Garden Club: Meetings
Oct-Mar on first Tuesday each month at Skirmett
Village Hall 7.30. Contact Celia Warren, 01491
638691.

Turville (St Mary the Virgin)
Church Warden:

Caroline Sants, 01491 638994
turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com

Bell Ringing: Wed practice,

Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025
rachel@markjwallace.com

Sunday School: Sara Harman,

01491 639211

Artists’ studios: Turville Studios open the
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm.
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

Turville Northend
Village Hall Bookings:

David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm
smfaragher@fastmail fm

Yoga: Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341

Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk,
www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem
01494 449215, mpc.clerk@gmail.com
Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk
Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting

Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252
r.mcdonald2007 @yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish,

01491 571288,
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders,
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Distributors:

Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171,
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613;

Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170;
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418;
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135;
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747,
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064;
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913;
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574;
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523;
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344;

Turville Heath: Charlotte Stuart, 07712 077675;
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.
Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders,

01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com
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% ﬁ ROWLANDSCAPES

CREATIVE LANDSCAPE GARDENING

- Patios & paths = Brickwork « Planting & hedging
= Fencing = Driveways = Wildflower meadows
» Lawns = Garden maintenance = Tree surgery
» Woodland management « Agricultural fencing

Telephone: (01844 351919 Mobile: 07718 257104
Email: rowlandscapes@googlemail.com  Website: www.rowlandscapes.com

oV Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount,
/H_% just quote #Hambleden
Ay
H OT M OVES HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs.

o, co Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage

%,

Y64 c-._gﬂ? Contact Hugo or Sophie on:
01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com

MaD. J. Macleods

Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting
Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of Wood Chips
Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901

www.donlogs.com
e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com
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BOATRUILDERS o THE THAMES ESTY ovier 200 YEARS
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BOATBUILDERS - RESTORERS - BROKERS

FTELEPHONE: G1628 A24888 "WWW . FETERFREEBRODY, COxM
THAMES BOATHOUSES, MILEL LANE, HURLEY, BERKRSHIRE, SLa SX1»

J Hooney
In Association w:fh Henley Chic Decor

YOUR “CLEAN"” RELIABLE
QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken

* NVQ qualified

* Many references available in and around Henley
* No job too small!

¢ Interior & exterior work done!

* Free competitive quotes! No obligation

¢ Prompt and friendly service!

® C.L.Sregistered business

¢ Full public liability insurance

® Specialist in rural run down property

01189 344230 07961 366535

darrenjomooney@hotmail.com henleyschicdecor.com




Ready for your next chapter?

From city lights to country walks,
we’re here for where life takes you.

Proud to support the Hambleden Valley Magazine Py Knig ht

Knight Frank Henley 4 Frank
014‘91 8184‘16 | henley@knightfrank'com Y()ur partners in pr()perty




