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Printed by Higgs and Co., Henley. 
Tel. 01491 419429

Co
ve

r: 
Co

m
m

on
 re

ed
, P

hr
ag

m
ite

s, 
riv

er
sid

e 
dr

ain
ag

e 
ch

an
ne

l, 
Me

dm
en

ha
m

.  
Th

is 
pa

ge
: W

ind
ow

 p
an

e 
ice

 cr
ys

ta
ls.

Annual Subscription £18: Please 
pay by bank transfer to the account:
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As reference show your name and 
location. eg. WSmith/Hambleden.
OR a cheque payable to Hambleden 
Valley Group of Churches Executive 
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Group Letter: January 2024

January 2024 is a great month to take stock. What 
will you be doing this year? Have you any big life 
changes due, or are you glad the future looks more 
settled? For me, I look back on January 2023 – 
when I took these photos - as the start of a great 
adventure which would lead to my family uprooting 
from central Reading, where we have been some 26 
years, to move to the suburbs of greater Hambleden 

– also known as Pheasants Hill! We took the photos as we experienced areas on walks, and by 
covering for Revd. Sue Morton during her Spring sabbatical. So, it is with enormous pleasure 
and great anticipation that I arrive in the Valley as 
the new Priest-in-Charge. I was given a tremendous 
welcome at my licensing service on 4th December 
and hit the ground running with 19 services and 
introductions to hundreds of locals! Each village – 
with hamlets and outlying houses around - and each 
church is unique and delightful, and I am loving my 
role here. Please do come and meet me at one of the 
published services, or contact me for a visit at your house or the Rectory Office. In one sense 

my ministry is daunting – juggling with 6 churches, 
two schools, and all the many other aspects of parish 
life expected of a rector; but in another sense, I can 
only be me, and I have a strong sense of Jesus at 
my side. If you have faced last year, or will be facing 
this coming year, unnerving life-changes, then you 
need not face them alone. Jesus promised to be 
with us through thick and thin. If you do not feel you 
know Him, or even believe in Him, why not try Him 
out, by coming to church or asking to hear more 
about Him?

Andy Storch

GROUP LETTER

Booklets • Brochures • Magazines •Leaflets • Business Cards • Letterheads 
Banners • Posters • Pull up Banners

Design • Print • Copying • Office Supplies • Publishing
Publishers of the Henley Standard

Printers of the Hambleden Valley Group Magazine
Caxton House, 1 Station Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1AD 

T: 01491 419429    E: henley@higgsgroup.co.uk    W: www.higgsprinting.co.uk
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The Outhouse • Yewden Farm • Mill End • Hambleden • OXON • 

Mobile: 07765408628 • tel: 01491 571 770 • 
robert@hilroconstruction.co.uk • www.hilroconstruction.co.uk  
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LUCINDA
       ELLISH E A R I N G 
S C R E E N I N G
&  T E S T I N G

LUCINDA
       ELLISH E A R I N G 
S C R E E N I N G
&  T E S T I N G

BLOCKED EARS?
Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with 
over 20 years experience. Now providing 

a home service for Earwax Removal.  
Let her visit you in your own home to help 

relieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

Full PPE equipment used to comply with 
recommended Covid safety measures. 

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk
07795 268866
facebook.com/blockedear  
instagram.com/blocked_ear

The Outhouse • Yewden Farm • Mill End • Hambleden • OXON • 

Mobile: 07765408628 • tel: 01491 571 770 • 
robert@hilroconstruction.co.uk • www.hilroconstruction.co.uk  

The Outhouse • Yewden Farm • Mill End • Hambleden • OXON • RG9 6RJ
Mobile: 07765408628 • Tel: 01491 571 770

• robert@hilroconstruction.co.uk • www.hilroconstruction.co.uk 
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NUBODI PILATES 
Welcome to our vibrant Pilates studio, where an
energising Reformer Pilates experience awaits!

Located in the heart of Henley on Thames.
 

Please contact info@nubodipilates.co.uk for more info. 
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Continued on page 7

GROUP NOTES AND NEWS

was a rare opportunity to witness the 
symbolism and sanctity of a service which 
was meaningful and full of dignity as well 
as all-inclusive; involving representatives 
from all five parishes. Bishop Alan guided 
us all through the legal processes of the 
licensing and the order of service on this 
important occasion. He was supported 
by the Archdeacon of Buckingham, the 
Venerable Guy Elsmore, and the Associate 
Area Dean, the Revd Keith Johnson. The 
Revd Sue Morton, and everyone present, 
pledged their support.
Once Andy was installed, his first job as 
minister was to speed along to the back 
of the church to ring the church bell 
to announce his presence as the new 
minister! Andy also made his presence 
felt immediately by choosing some great 
hymns which nearly raised the roof. The 
choir was also in good form, enjoying their 
front row seats to the unfolding ceremony.
Thank you to all the hidden people who 
made this such a wonderful occasion. So 
much care, love and attention had gone into 
the arrangements; the sense of unity shone 
through the whole service. Afterwards 
everyone was able to enjoy refreshments 
and the happy atmosphere.
WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME 
TO ANDY AND HIS FAMILY
We hope you will be very happy with us in 
the Hambleden Valley.
Annie Hooton

Wild Church Nativity 
It rained. Hard!
However, a lovely trot and walk through 
Fingest and the surrounding countryside to 
Northend Common to be part of the “Wild 

Advent Candlelit Service; 3rd 
December 2023
CHRISTMAS IS COMING. . . . . !  
HOW DO WE KNOW . . . . ?  
BECAUSE IT’S ADVENT. . . . . . . . . . ! 
AND ?????????? 
The Advent Candlelit Service is very special 
to Hambleden and was very well attended 
at the beginning of December. The period 
of Advent celebrates the events that lead 
up to the beginning of the Christmas story 
prior to the birth of Christ.
Our lovely church was in darkness, the 
congregation silent as the ancient versicles 
and responses were read and the candles 
lit, representing the coming of the Light 
of the World. The choir processed up the 
aisle to the moving hymn of O come, O 
come Emmanuel. The dramatic story of 
the foretelling of Christ’s birth, the visitation 
of the Archangel Gabriel to Mary and the 
announcement of the Boy Child by St John 
the Baptist was unfolded and completed 
the mood perfectly.
Annie Hooton

Report of the Service of Licensing;  
4th December 2023 Hambleden

Hambleden church was packed when 
the Bishop of Buckingham, Rt Revd Dr 
Alan Wilson, attended the Service of the 
Licensing of the Revd Andy Storch as our 
new Priest-in-Charge, for the five parishes 
in the Hambleden Valley benefice. It 

Wild Church! 
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The perfect venue in the 
middle of the beautiful 
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen 
facilities, patio, WiFi,  

hearing loop, parking. 
Hire by the hour or 

by session.  

 

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or  
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org    visit  www.hambledenvillagehall.org

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE STORES
 & POST OFFICE

L o c a l  A r t i s a n  P r o d u c e  -  F r e s h l y  G r o u n d  C o f f e e  &  T e a s
F i l l e d  R o l l s  &  T o a s t i e s  -  H o m e m a d e  S a u s a g e  R o l l s

O r g a n i c  C a k e s  -  F r e s h  B r e a d  &  P a s t r i e s  -  I c e  C r e a m s  
S e a t i n g  A r e a  -  P o s t  O f f i c e

58  The Village. Hambleden. info@hambledenvillagestores.com. 01491 571201

 
 

T h a t  g r o o v y  l i t t l e  s t o r e !
A l l  l o c a l l y  s o u r c e d  a n d  m a d e  w i t h  l o v e !

Mon - Sat 8am - 5pm
Sun 8.30am-4pm
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Henley-on-Thames’ auctioneers with world
class expertise, local and international reach
we offer a calendar of specialist and single
owner auctions as well as our 24/7 online Shop

For a free auction valuation please contact:
Guy Savill or Sally Stratton MRICS on: +44 (0)1491 522733 or email: valuations@thepedestal.com 

The Pedestal
The Dairy, Stonor Park, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6HF

www.thepedestal.com

Inviting consignments for 
our forthcoming auctions of 

Fine & Decorative Interiors 

Pedestal Hambleden Valley Jan 2023.qxp_Layout 1  14/12/2022  15:36  Page 1



6 7

ever so slightly.

I came with Danny 
Marshall, Richard 
Grant, ponies 
Rowena and Benny 
and a tinsel covered 
carriage.

Sally Edwards 

Church” Nativity. 
It was wet sideways 
and we wrapped 
up accordingly!
Drinks and cake 
were in abundance, 
as well as good 
cheer and true 
Christmas com-
munity spirit.
On arrival the 
carriage and team 

fitted in between the sheep/goats and a cow 

as our team aped 
camel for a true 
nativity vibe.
Lovely carols 
were sung and a 
prayer said, with 
children doing the 
readings and a 
real baby Jesus.

A fine day, especially as the rain stopped 
when we arrived and on our return and the 
wind howled through the trees drying us 

Wild Plough Sunday:  
Sunday 14th January 2024 at 3pm 

Join us in the barn, for Wild Plough Sunday at Hanger Farm, 
Fingest RG9 6QB 

 
Please bring a small bag of soil from your 
land/garden/window box to be blessed 

• Join us for the traditional blessing of the plough.  
• Children are invited to bring tractor/plough toys large 

or small! 
• Please bring a fold up chair to sit on and a flask of tea 

– there will be cake!! 
• Do dress for the weather 

Rev Sue Morton 01491 639286 or 07808 517347 
suemorton131@gmail.com  

Mary Campbell grandma.marycampbell@googlemail.com   

Mardi Wilkins mardi43@btinternet.com 
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Community Matters Update 
As we are now almost into 2024 we at 
Community Matters, Lane End, wish 
everyone in the Hambleden Valley a 
peaceful, healthy, contented New Year. We 
want to offer our sincere gratitude for all 
the love and support you have shown for 
our foodbank to help struggling Lane End 
families.  Your food and household and 
animal food (dog and cat) donations have 
certainly been generous and have helped 
many families.  And your money donations 
have assisted families in papering over the 
cracks in some of their many problems.  
We have been able to offer much needed 
support with gas and electric bills during 
recent cold weather, able to help a family 
pay for extra lessons for a child, purchased 
appliances to replace broken ones, and 
have been able to give each family a 
generous ASDA Christmas gift voucher. 
Besides the above-mentioned material 
benefits we offer, there is also a very 
personal element we do with each family at 
every foodbank. We sit together with them 
and listen to the continuing stories and 
problems of their lives, offer advice and 
prayer where appropriate and have a talk 
about what might help them in the future. 
This personal interaction is extremely 
important to us at Community Matters.
Thank you to all in the Hambleden Valley 
again and we sincerely mean it when we 
say Community Matters could not continue 
without your support and prayers.
Barbara Ewing

Revd Sue Lepp’s welcome service at 
Gatwick Airport
On 10th October, Jill and Peter Steward, 
and Christine Collas, attended a Service 
of Welcome for Sue, as Lead Chaplain 
at Gatwick Airport. It was held in the 
chapel, and led by the Bishop of Croydon, 
Rosemarie Barratt, who preached on the 
Beatitudes. It was a warm and intimate 

service, with the other Christian chaplains, 
some Deanery clergy and various airport 
personnel and managers. They clearly 
valued the Chaplaincy very much, for 
which the Bishop thanked them. Everyone 
attending introduced themselves as part of 
the service, briefly said who they were, and 
how they supported Sue. Afterwards there 
was a good lunch and spectacular view of 
the Sussex countryside from the top of the 
airport. 

Jill Steward

The One Can Trust
The One Can 
Trust is a Food 
Bank based in 
Duke Street, 
High Wycombe 
(just behind the 

station) and has been in operation for over 
12 years. Today it comprises ten Trustees, 

Continued on page 11
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Protecting your wealth and loved ones
•• Everyone should have a Will, but 2 out of 3 people have not yet made one, and those that 

have may not have the correct Will in place.

•• If you own a business or a share of a business, your spouse/partner and children may not 
necessarily inherit your share.

• An estimated 70,000 people per year have to sell their homes to pay for care.

• Effective planning can also protect the inheritance of future generations from divorce or 
separation settlements. 

•	 By	 setting	 up	 lasting	 powers	 of	 attorney	 you	 can	 rest	 assured	 that	 your	 finances	 and	
personal welfare are in safe hands. 

In association with Countrywide Tax & Trust Corporation Limited, I provide 
a professional, tailor-made service to help individuals to safeguard assets, 

regardless of their value and protect their loved ones.

My decision to get involved in Wills and Estate Planning was a result of personal experience. 
I	learnt	first-hand	how	unpreparedness	adds	to	the	stress	of	dealing	with	long-term	illness	and	
death. Get in touch for advice that can guide you to make informed decisions that suit your 
needs.

Visit www.personalestateplanning.co.uk for further information.
Judy Bonfanti, FCCA, STEP Affiliate       judy.bonfanti@hotmail.com      07810 642505

Do you
struggle with
your mobility
or balance? 

Are you
getting 
over an

operation?

Are you
getting stiffer

and losing
flexibility?

Or just worried
about aches
and pains?

We are open 7 days a week with free parking

at the Henley Rugby Club.

Call 01491 598043 or book online at

physiolistic.co.uk

Dry Leas Sports Ground, Marlow Road, Henley,

Oxfordshire, RG9 2JA

The physios at Physiolistic are experts in

both pain and movement. 

They will find out why you are in pain or

not moving well, help address this as

quickly as possible and get you moving

and doing what you love again.

12 13

✓ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL

✓ PET URINE TREATMENTS

✓ MOTH REPELLENT

✓ SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

FREE

COLLECTION

& RETURN

Call 0330 111 4912 or visit
ABFABRUGCLEANING.CO.UK
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Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616
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Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616

• Loose Covers • Curtains• 
• Re-Upholstery • Tracks and Poles •

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 • Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
G

 M
 P

A
G

E
 

F
U

R
N

IT
U

R
E

 R
E

S
T

O
R

A
T

IO
N

A
L

L
 A

S
P

E
C

T
S

 O
F

 F
U

R
N

IT
U

R
E

 R
E

S
T

O
R

A
T

IO
N

U
N

D
E

R
T

A
K

E
N

, B
O

T
H

 A
N

T
IQ

U
E

 A
N

D
 M

O
D

E
R

N

 
D

IN
IN

G
 TA

BLES R
EFIN

ISH
ED

 
FR

EN
C

H
 PO

LISH
IN

G
 A

N
D

 M
O

D
ER

N
 FIN

ISH
ES

 
R

E-U
PH

O
LST

ERY
 

C
A

N
E A

N
D

 RU
SH

 W
O

R
K

 
SPEC

IA
LIST

 V
EN

EER
 R

EPA
IR

S
 

D
ESK

S R
E-LEAT

H
ER

ED
  

IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E W
O

R
K

 U
N

D
ERTA

K
EN

T
ELEPH

O
N

E: 01494 511234
M

O
BILE: 07754533128

EM
A

IL: page1830@
aol.com

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

E
S

T
. 1

9
8

8

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

U
ntitled-1   1

09/10/2017   22:17

G
 M

 P
A

G
E

 
F

U
R

N
IT

U
R

E
 R

E
S

T
O

R
A

T
IO

N

A
L

L
 A

S
P

E
C

T
S

 O
F

 F
U

R
N

IT
U

R
E

 R
E

S
T

O
R

A
T

IO
N

U
N

D
E

R
T

A
K

E
N

, B
O

T
H

 A
N

T
IQ

U
E

 A
N

D
 M

O
D

E
R

N

 
D

IN
IN

G
 TA

BLES R
EFIN

ISH
ED

 
FR

EN
C

H
 PO

LISH
IN

G
 A

N
D

 M
O

D
ER

N
 FIN

ISH
ES

 
R

E-U
PH

O
LST

ERY
 

C
A

N
E A

N
D

 RU
SH

 W
O

R
K

 
SPEC

IA
LIST

 V
EN

EER
 R

EPA
IR

S
 

D
ESK

S R
E-LEAT

H
ER

ED
  

IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E W
O

R
K

 U
N

D
ERTA

K
EN

T
ELEPH

O
N

E: 01494 511234
M

O
BILE: 07754533128

EM
A

IL: page1830@
aol.com

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

E
S

T
. 1

9
8

8

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

U
ntitled-1   1

09/10/2017   22:17

G
 M

 P
A

G
E

 
F

U
R

N
IT

U
R

E
 R

E
S

T
O

R
A

T
IO

N

A
L

L
 A

S
P

E
C

T
S

 O
F

 F
U

R
N

IT
U

R
E

 R
E

S
T

O
R

A
T

IO
N

U
N

D
E

R
T

A
K

E
N

, B
O

T
H

 A
N

T
IQ

U
E

 A
N

D
 M

O
D

E
R

N

 
D

IN
IN

G
 TA

BLES R
EFIN

ISH
ED

 
FR

EN
C

H
 PO

LISH
IN

G
 A

N
D

 M
O

D
ER

N
 FIN

ISH
ES

 
R

E-U
PH

O
LST

ERY
 

C
A

N
E A

N
D

 RU
SH

 W
O

R
K

 
SPEC

IA
LIST

 V
EN

EER
 R

EPA
IR

S
 

D
ESK

S R
E-LEAT

H
ER

ED
  

IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E W
O

R
K

 U
N

D
ERTA

K
EN

T
ELEPH

O
N

E: 01494 511234
M

O
BILE: 07754533128

EM
A

IL: page1830@
aol.com

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

E
S

T
. 1

9
8

8

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

U
ntitled-1   1

09/10/2017   22:17

G
 M

 P
A

G
E

 
F

U
R

N
IT

U
R

E
 R

E
S

T
O

R
A

T
IO

N

A
L

L
 A

S
P

E
C

T
S

 O
F

 F
U

R
N

IT
U

R
E

 R
E

S
T

O
R

A
T

IO
N

U
N

D
E

R
T

A
K

E
N

, B
O

T
H

 A
N

T
IQ

U
E

 A
N

D
 M

O
D

E
R

N

 
D

IN
IN

G
 TA

BLES R
EFIN

ISH
ED

 
FR

EN
C

H
 PO

LISH
IN

G
 A

N
D

 M
O

D
ER

N
 FIN

ISH
ES

 
R

E-U
PH

O
LST

ERY
 

C
A

N
E A

N
D

 RU
SH

 W
O

R
K

 
SPEC

IA
LIST

 V
EN

EER
 R

EPA
IR

S
 

D
ESK

S R
E-LEAT

H
ER

ED
  

IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E W
O

R
K

 U
N

D
ERTA

K
EN

T
ELEPH

O
N

E: 01494 511234
M

O
BILE: 07754533128

EM
A

IL: page1830@
aol.com

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

E
S

T
. 1

9
8

8

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

U
ntitled-1   1

09/10/2017   22:17

G
 M

 P
A

G
E

 
F

U
R

N
IT

U
R

E
 R

E
S

T
O

R
A

T
IO

N

A
L

L
 A

S
P

E
C

T
S

 O
F

 F
U

R
N

IT
U

R
E

 R
E

S
T

O
R

A
T

IO
N

U
N

D
E

R
T

A
K

E
N

, B
O

T
H

 A
N

T
IQ

U
E

 A
N

D
 M

O
D

E
R

N

 
D

IN
IN

G
 TA

BLES R
EFIN

ISH
ED

 
FR

EN
C

H
 PO

LISH
IN

G
 A

N
D

 M
O

D
ER

N
 FIN

ISH
ES

 
R

E-U
PH

O
LST

ERY
 

C
A

N
E A

N
D

 RU
SH

 W
O

R
K

 
SPEC

IA
LIST

 V
EN

EER
 R

EPA
IR

S
 

D
ESK

S R
E-LEAT

H
ER

ED
  

IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E W
O

R
K

 U
N

D
ERTA

K
EN

T
ELEPH

O
N

E: 01494 511234
M

O
BILE: 07754533128

EM
A

IL: page1830@
aol.com

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

E
S

T
. 1

9
8

8

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

U
ntitled-1   1

09/10/2017   22:17

G
 M

 P
A

G
E

 
F

U
R

N
IT

U
R

E
 R

E
S

T
O

R
A

T
IO

N

A
L

L
 A

S
P

E
C

T
S

 O
F

 F
U

R
N

IT
U

R
E

 R
E

S
T

O
R

A
T

IO
N

U
N

D
E

R
T

A
K

E
N

, B
O

T
H

 A
N

T
IQ

U
E

 A
N

D
 M

O
D

E
R

N

 
D

IN
IN

G
 TA

BLES R
EFIN

ISH
ED

 
FR

EN
C

H
 PO

LISH
IN

G
 A

N
D

 M
O

D
ER

N
 FIN

ISH
ES

 
R

E-U
PH

O
LST

ERY
 

C
A

N
E A

N
D

 RU
SH

 W
O

R
K

 
SPEC

IA
LIST

 V
EN

EER
 R

EPA
IR

S
 

D
ESK

S R
E-LEAT

H
ER

ED
  

IN
SU

R
A

N
C

E W
O

R
K

 U
N

D
ERTA

K
EN

T
ELEPH

O
N

E: 01494 511234
M

O
BILE: 07754533128

EM
A

IL: page1830@
aol.com

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

E
S

T
. 1

9
8

8

W
EBSIT

E: gm
pagerestoration.co.uk

U
ntitled-1   1

09/10/2017   22:17

G M PAGE 
FURNITURE RESTORATION

ALL ASPECTS OF FURNITURE RESTORATION
UNDERTAKEN, BOTH ANTIQUE AND MODERN

 D I N I N G  T A B L E S  R E F I N I S H E D
 F R E N C H  P O L I S H I N G  A N D  M O D E R N  F I N I S H E S
 R E - U P H O L S T E R Y
 C A N E  A N D  R U S H  W O R K
 S P E C I A L I S T  V E N E E R  R E PA I R S
 D E S K S  R E - L E A T H E R E D
 
 I N S U R A N C E  W O R K  U N D E R T A K E N

T E L E P H O N E :  0 1 4 9 4  5 1 1 2 3 4
M O B I L E :  0 7 7 5 4 5 3 3 1 2 8

E M A I L :  p a g e 1 8 3 0 @ a o l . c o m
W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

EST. 1988

W E B S I T E :  g m p a g e r e s t o r a t i o n . c o . u k

Untitled-1   1 09/10/2017   22:17



10 11

been set up at the Wesley Church in High 
Wycombe.

All of this is possible only with the help of the 
amazing band of volunteers who give up so 
much to be the lifeline of the charity. It was 
therefore a huge boost recently when One 
Can received the Kings Award for Voluntary 
services in recognition of the community 
services it provides.
Gareth Pugh

WILDLIFE
A Naturalist’s Reminiscences No 3
I was a Suffolk boy born and bred, and I 
became a boarder at Ipswich School back 
in the Dark Ages. I never saw eye to eye 
with the headmaster. Since he had played 
cricket for Hampshire, he was not amused 
by me collecting butterflies on the boundary 
with my butterfly net. On the other hand, I 
was a reasonably good athlete particularly 
in cross country running after butterflies 
and any race longer than the 440 yds. To 
my chagrin he never showed any interest in 
athletics. So, when I became a school prefect 
I was shunted off to a new house in a quiet 
and leafy suburb of Ipswich. It had a large 
garden surrounded by a high wall. My new 
housemaster was Head of the Geography 
Department and kept an ancient donkey 
in the garden rescued from Felixstowe 

WILDLIFE

eleven members of staff and over 200 
volunteers who give up so much of their 
spare time from collecting and sorting food 
donations to packing food parcels and then 
delivering them to referred clients.
The onset of Covid in 2020 and the 
subsequent cost of living crisis has changed 
the dynamics of how the Food Bank is run. 
Pre Covid deliveries were being made to 
over 250 individuals, but recently this has 
increased to over 600, sometimes peaking 
at around 750, 45% of which are children. 
The higher volumes of clients combined 
with the higher cost of living created the 
“perfect storm” where lower food donations 
combined with higher demand imposed 
fresh challenges on the Food Bank. At 
times spending on food can be around 
£20k per month to satisfy demand and 
therefore there is a heavy reliance on grants 
received from Bucks Council as well as local 
grant funders, businesses, churches and 
individual donations, for which the Trust is 
eternally grateful.
However out of this adversity there have 
been some real positives not least of which 
has been the incredible support from the 
local community. Many of the local residents 
became Street Heroes by collecting food 
from friends and neighbours before 
dropping it off at the warehouse in Duke 
Street. To this day Street Heroes can be 
identified by the yellow boards outside their 
homes and generate 15% of our donated 
food. Weekend supermarket food drives 
are another vital source of donations where 
you will see volunteers proudly wearing 
their yellow branded One Can Trust T-shirts 
encouraging customer donations.
The scope of One Can has increased in 
recent months as the Trust tries to tackle 
other aspects of the poverty crisis. Volunteer 
calls are made by the Community Support 
team helping signpost clients to extra help, 
cookery classes are regular events especially 
during half term and school holidays at 
Hills, a community café in Micklefield which 
One Can supports, and a clothes bank has 
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Continued on page 17

with Revd. Sue Morton leading the prayers 
and reading Psalm 121 "I lift up my eyes to 
the hills".
George Howson would have seen those 
hills in the Hambleden Valley where he used 
to live. His legacy of opening The Poppy 
Factory in 1922 continues forever more, 
making millions of poppies, supporting the 
armed forces, veterans, and their families. 
At the bottom of his headstone there is a 
cross with a hand and a poppy upon it and 
the word “FULFILMENT”.
Indeed, 2 years ago there was a request 
to have this humble man’s achievement 
recognized with a stone plaque in St. Mary 
the Virgin Church, Hambleden. This has 
now been approved and £4,000 is needed 
so that, hopefully, it can be in place for 
Remembrance 2024 next November.
Let us try and FULFILL this obligation to a 
remarkable man, who lived and is buried 
in our Hambleden Valley and in whom we 
can be justly proud.
Donations would be gratefully received to:
Hambleden Parochial Church Council
a/c no: 80438812  Sort code: 20 39 53
ref:  Howson/name (if desired)
Contact: Church Warden
sharonsmith0505@btinternet.com
Teresa Russ

The Stag & Huntsman, Hambleden
The Stag & Huntsman will 
relaunch in January 2024 
with a new Michelin-starred 
chef and revamped rooms 
with Sika Inns having picked 
up the reins. 

The newly formed Sika Inns also look after 
the Bottle & Glass Inn, Binfield Heath, and 
the Hart Street Tavern, Henley.  While the 
team behind Sika Inns, David Holliday 
and Alex Sergeant, has good form they 

HAMBLEDEN

beach. He knew about my interest in natural 
history and encouraged me to take other 
boys on bird watching expeditions to the 
Rivers Orwell and Stour. In the evenings 
he allowed me to sit on this high wall facing 
the street where there happened to be a 
convenient street light which attracted moths 
after dark. One warm evening I was busy 
collecting moths with my moth net when 
I was interrupted by a loud voice. “What 
dew yer be adoing on thet wall? Come yew 
down ere.”  It was the local constable doing 
his rounds so I showed him my moth boxes 
full of all sorts of lepidoptera. To my relief 
he showed no interest in arresting me but 
obviously he enjoyed seeing all the different 
species I had caught that evening. Next, he 
said “Oi be not busy ternoit so can Oi have 
a goe up there?” He proved a natural adept 
and much better than me in catching moths 
round that light. Our mothing became a 
regular weekly fixture on his rounds. He 
borrowed my moth books and soon became 
an expert on identifying different species.
I suggested that he might like to join the 
Suffolk Naturalists’ Society which he 
promptly did. I then joined the Army for 
my National Service but I heard several 
years later, probably after he had retired, 
he had joined the Society’s committee. If 
he had had the opportunity, he would have 
reached a high rank in the police force. 
My house master became Headmaster of 
Yarmouth Grammer School so look what 
natural history can do for you. For me it 
became an abiding interest.
Alfred Waller

HAMBLEDEN
Major George Howson MC 1886-1936
On Tuesday, 28th November at 12 noon 
in Pheasants Hill Cemetery, 12 people 
gathered including Andrew MacTavish, 
Chairman of Royal British Legion Lane 
End, for the annual wreath laying by Mark 
Young from The Poppy Factory, together 
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open Monday to Sunday, for breakfast, lunch and dinner
www.stagandhuntsman.com | 01491 571227
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www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group                                           

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer 
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If you 
would like prayer please send a request to the email below:

hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com
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www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group                                

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer  
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If  
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below: 
hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Holy Matrimony
June 17 Daniel Cridland and Lucy Morgan  Turville
June 17 Richard Brennan and Cicely Milsom  Hambleden
June 23 Charles Adcock and Imogen Orr  Hambleden

Rest in Peace
June 26 Mary David Burial, Fingest
June 27 Lynda Welch  Thanksgiving Service and Burial of Ashes, Frieth
July 3 Keith Thompson  Funeral and Burial, Medmenham
July 4 Rosemary Randall  Burial of Ashes, Hambleden
July 7 Henry Were  Thanksgiving Service, Turville

Whatever you want to store...

01189 404163  www.barn-store.co.uk

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase 
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, 
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to 
sell your house more quickly - we offer a 
friendly and flexible local service.

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now!

From The Registers

Holy Baptism
Nov 26 Hugo McCrindle  Hambleden
Nov 26  Isabella Laurie  Hambleden

Holy Matrimony
Dec 9  Owen Hardy and Emilia Richmond  Hambleden

Rest in Peace
Nov 24  Antonia Griffiths  Thanksgiving Service, Hambleden
Dec 15  Kevin Wells  Funeral and Burial, Medmenham
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CALENDAR FOR JANUARY 2024

Pattern of Worship January 2024
Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am and the 

10.15am midweek Holy Communion at Turville on Wednesdays, and 12noon Churchyard 
Prayers at Fawley on Fridays. Please check our website www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk 

for latest updates or contact our administrator Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616 – 
 hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com with any query

www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Sunday Services

Fawley Fingest Frieth Hambleden Medmenham Turville

14th Jan

21st Jan

28th Jan

4th Feb

11am Holy 
Communion

11am Holy 
Communion

9am Holy 
Communion

3pm Wild Church, 
Hanger Farm

6pm Candlemas 
Evensong

9am Holy  
Communion

9am Holy 
Communion

11am Holy  
Communion

8am BCP Holy 
Communion

10am Group Service

10am Lay-led  
Morning Worship

11am Holy 
Communion

11am Village Service

9.30am Holy 
Communion

 

31st Dec

2023

8am BCP Holy  
Communion

11am Holy 
 Communion

7th Jan
2024

10am Group Service
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The Frog at Skirmett, Henley-on-Thames
(Closed Sunday Evening –– November to May)

Non-smoking Restaurant with an unusual selection of New English, 
French and Mediterranean style food.

Food is served for LUNCH and DINNER 7 days a week, May to November

Family room for children. En-suite accommodation. 36 seat function room

Tel: 01491 638996  Fax: 01491 638045

Gerrards Cross
38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01753 891892

Slough
273 Farnham Road
Tel: 01753 535556

High Wycombe 
891 London Road 
Tel: 01494 472572

Marlow
21 -23 Little Marlow Road 

Tel: 01628 898866

Beaconsfield
32 Gregories  Road
Tel: 01494 685000

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals 
Pre -Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

6 Generations of Service in the Community
24 Hour Service 

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 35 Years’ Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping

Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden
Henley-on-Thames • Oxon

Tel: 01491 636140
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established
01491 574644               1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk     info@etsheppard.co.uk

Private Car Parking

01491 71401201491 714012

Telephone
01491 574644

Established
1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk info@etsheppard.co.uk

Private Car Parking

All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 36 Years’ Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping
Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden

Henley-on-Thames • Oxon
Tel: 01491 636140

candidataylor50@gmail.com
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk
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Hambleden Cinema
Brighten up your New Year by joining us on 
the 13th January to watch The Phantom of 
the Open, PG 13, a light and amusing film 
about Maurice Flitcroft, played by Mark 
Rylance, who is a dreamer and unrelenting 
optimist, and who manages to gain entry to 
the 1976 British Open Golf Championship 
qualification round despite being a complete 
novice!
The trailer;  
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt12572040/ 
Doors open 7pm, programme begins 
8pm. Tickets £8 each can be bought from 
www.hambledencinema.co.uk and from 
Hambleden Village Stores. There will be 
a bar selling soft drinks, wine, beer and 
tempting delicious cinema snacks! In aid of 
raising funds for Hambleden Village Hall 
Registered Charity 30027.
Hambleden Cinema Team

will also be welcoming Dom Robinson to 
work across the three sites from January. 
He is classically trained and has previously 
held a Michelin-star at his own pub, The 
Blackbird in Berkshire. Diners at The Stag 
& Huntsman can expect unfussy, up to 
date, creative and approachable menus that 
feature the very best of the local ingredients 
- game directly from the Estate on which the 
restaurant sits, and produce from suppliers 
right on the doorstep will lead the menus.  
Think woodfired pizzas in the garden in the 
summer, the team’s famous venison scotch 
egg, and an original stag burger with fallow 
deer. Of his new role, Dom Robinson says: 
“I’m absolutely thrilled to be coming on 
board with David, Alex and the Sika Inns 
team. They have a reputation for excellence 
and three beautiful sites which I can’t wait 
to be involved in. All exude hospitality and 
warmth and I felt instantly at home walking 
into each of them. I’m very excited for what 
the future holds.”
The Stag & Huntsman boasts nine rooms, 
all of which will be receiving a makeover 
in time for the new year. Modern touches 
will be added alongside the existing William 
Morris wallpapers to create a fresh yet 
traditional countryside feel befitting this 
rural idyll. There will be a new family-
friendly suite too and some rooms will 
welcome canine guests. The two self-
catering cottages (sleeping 4-6) adjacent to 
the inn will follow suit with the restyling and 
will be ready from Spring 2024. 
The Stag & Huntsman is the sort of pub that 
anyone with a background in game and 
country hostelries would give their eye teeth 
for a chance at running. Our hopes are to 
give local residents a pub they adore while 
also cooking food that people are willing to 
travel and stay the night for. It’s beautiful as 
it is: we’re just adding our hospitality and 
will be updating the accommodation offer.
For more information, please visit www.
thestagandhuntsman.com
David Holliday
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FAWLEY

Exciting times in Fawley as we celebrated 
the re-opening of our church, after 7 
months of building work. Yes, that is a 
photograph of the new WC with stunning 
wallpaper! It might seem a bit foolish to be 
so pleased with that particular room but it 
sums up the warmth of the welcome and 
the quality of the experience and care you 
will get in our revitalised building. A new 
kitchen, great lighting, good heating, fewer 
pews to allow for a café area and room for 
yoga/mindfulness classes, will all give the 
village a very flexible community space 
for all kinds of fun events from concerts 
and talks to farmers’ markets as well as 
restoring the church as the spiritual heart of 
the community.
We had a special party for all ages on 1st 

December to celebrate the re-opening. 
The drinks flowed, food was delicious and 
everyone enjoyed the loud burst of the 
Hallelujah Chorus to show off the new 
sound system and the smart screen that 
came down as if by magic from behind the 
chancel arch. We were delighted that our 
enthusiastic Bishop led our Sunday service 
and he was deeply grateful for all the 
effort involved.
It has been 3 years of very hard work, 
perseverance, and some fun along the way, 
for the Trustees of the new Friends of Fawley 
Church and other volunteers. We had to get 
through a complex process involving surveys, 
numerous visits from historical societies, 
many grant applications, a lot of Church 

Continued on page 21

FAWLEY
St Mary’s, Fawley
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Corfu –– comfortable sea-edge villa 
in Durrell country to let privately. 
Between Kassiopi and St Stefanos. 
Direct BA flights 
from LHR Ter.5. www.
corfubeachhouse.co.uk  Armstrong 
01491 571324

North Cornwall, 
Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles. Family 
cottage with garden. Sleeps 6. Quiet  
lane with footpath leading to huge 
sandy beach. Excellent surfing, 
walking, golf. Very reasonable rents. 
Beck- Burridge 01491 413171.

Computer Problems? 
Local help in fixing problems, 
selecting systems and personal tuition 
including email/ internet. Contact 
Matt on 01491 575998 or 07821 
592928.

Rock, North Cornwall. 
Modernised, traditional cottage by 
the beach, sleeps 8. Available for 
holiday lets. Contact Mandy Heller 
on 01491 638355 or johnheller@
poynattscottage.com 

Salcombe, South Devon. Three 
bedroom cottage, recent refurb, 
stunning estuary views, quiet & 
close to town centre, sleeps six,easy 
access beaches/walks, holiday lets 
throughout year, 01491 577344

The Pet Feeders - We 
look after your pets when 
you can’t.  Local firm, 

insured/CRB checked. 
www.thepetfeeders.com. 
Mobile: 0753 100 7419. Email: 
info@thepetfeeders.com

Valencia Large Luxury 
Family Villa with Pool and  
Tennis Court. 15 mins from the City 
Centre, 10 mins from the Airport. 
Sleeps 14 comfortably, 6 bedrooms  / 
4 bathrooms. Visit www. 
homeaway.co.uk/p1029900 to see 
our reviews. Contact Virginia or 
Andy Coombes for more information 
on 01491639419/ 07860847256

Snowdonian Cottage. Cosy and 
comfortable traditional 3 bed stone 
cottages sleeps 6, wood burner and 
wi-fi, in coastal village, Llwyngwril 
on the Welsh Coastal Path. An ideal 
base to enjoy and explore ‘the most 
dramatic and alluring region in 
Wales’. Beaches, mountains, River 
Mawdach and Dyfi Estuaries, lakes 
and so much more. Dog Friendly. 
Contact Euan McCrindle 07713 
952495 / 01628 475644 or email 
euanmccrindle@hotmail.com for 
more information and detail.

Music Teacher! - Qualified 
musician offering great value 
Piano and Vocal lessons. 5 Years 
Experience, Fun and engaging 
lessons for all ages and abilities. 
Contact Sasha Steventon (BMus) on 
07740 289467 or bluemicmusic@
outlook.com  
www.bluemicmusic.co.uk

Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4, 
available for weekly holiday lets, 
and The Studio sleeps 2, available 
for 2-5 nights. An ideal peaceful 
location for exploring this beautiful 
island. Wonderful panoramic views, 
walks, beaches, wildlife. Visit www.
thesmithymull.co.uk for more 
information.

Dairy Lane Dog Grooming 
Hand-stripping, Clipping, Scissoring, 
Bathing, Nails. Louise McTeague, 4 
Dairy Lane, Hambleden, Henley-
on-Thames, Oxon RG9 3AS Tel 
01491 579442  Member of British 
Dog Groomers Association and Pet 
Care Trust

Snowdonia Holiday cottage in 
Snowdonia National Park. Elegant 
home situated in Dolgellau available 
for holidays. Great walking, 
cycling and the beach are all on 
the doorstep of this refurbished 
four storey traditional Welsh stone 
house. Full weeks, short breaks and 
weekends all available. Sleeps six, 
three bedrooms. Pet friendly. Two 
cosy wood burners. Full details at 
www.dioni.co.uk/cottage/ty-gobaith 
Contact Charlotte Digby for further 
information charlottedigby4@gmail.
com   07771576856.

Turville Northend Village Hall
Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, Weddings, Classes.
For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk  
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6LJ 

JGB29389 Turville Village one sided v2 041218.indd   1 04/12/2018   16:30

CONTACT US!

YOUR LOCAL TYRE FITTING
SPECIALISTS AND MOBILE
BREAKDOWN SERVICE!

Thames View Tyres will get
you back on the road!

01491 413311
www.thamesviewtyres.co.uk
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W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.
(Established 1968)

BUILDERS and DECORATORS 
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366 

e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com

Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service
24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest 
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370
www.tomalins.co.uk        office@tomalins.co.uk 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG

Tomalins advert_128x36.indd   1Tomalins advert_128x36.indd   1 07/01/2021   15:1307/01/2021   15:13
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YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

• 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:
• Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
• Seniors welcomed  Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
• Hambleden Valley based  Mobile: 07917 683162

Denning Montessori Nursery and Forest School - Fawley
www.DenningMontessoriSchool.com - Tel: Jenny 07982 620710 

Admin@denningmontessorischool.com
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of England bureaucracy and then a major 
building project to manage. Thankfully the 
village was hugely supportive of our vision 
for the community and incredibly generous, 
enabling us to raise the staggering figure of 
£450K. Not surprisingly we have to replenish 
the coffers and look forward to letting out the 
church whenever we can and to planning 
some fundraising events for 2024.
Do drop by to see the church, usually open 
from 10am-4pm. Sadly we have to keep 
the WC and kitchen locked unless we have 
an event but we can always open them 
at around 12.15pm on a Friday after our 
churchyard prayers. Anyone is welcome 
to join and attendees come from various 
villages. On Friday 5th January we will be 
starting ‘coffee and cake’ on the first Friday 
of every month so please come along if you 
can and join the fun.
Please note that we are urgently looking for 
some part-time paid admin help (working 
from home anywhere) to look after bookings 
etc.  Please email fawleychurchfriends@
gmail.com if you can help.
Julia Ogilvy

Antonia Griffiths - Obituary

Antonia Griffiths was born on 4th Sept 
1932 and died 30th October 2023.
Antonia’s involvement with Fawley  began 
with her purchase of The  Round House 

FRIETH

in 1987, followed by her marriage to Alan 
Griffiths in 1989. After moving to Pinkneys 
Green, they returned to Marlings in 1998.
Antonia loved her life in Fawley, and it 
was the Church that was to prove a strong 
anchor in her life. She threw herself into the 
life of St Mary’s, being a driving force in 
fundraising for repairs to the roof, creating 
a splendid wildlife area in the overflow 
churchyard, and, not least, acting as 
Secretary to the PCC for some years. All this 
besides being a stalwart church-goer herself 
of course.  Antonia made many long-lasting 
friendships in Fawley and Henley, and was 
always more than happy to participate in 
local events.
Many will remember Antonia’s love of 
music, art, literature and for her many 
travels with Alan. She will also be 
remembered for the most beautiful gardens 
that she created at both The Round House 
and Marlings which gave her so much joy, 
before her move to Adam Court in Henley 
where the garden proved to be rather more 
manageable – in theory at least!
A tree will be planted in Antonia`s memory 
in Fawley Churchyard, in the village which 
provided her with so much happiness and 
fulfilment in her life
She will be very sorely missed by her sons, 
extended family, and all who knew her.
May she rest in peace.
Gordon Phillpotts

FRIETH
Frieth School
What a week it was for the netballers! 
Three big wins against schools which are 
significantly larger than Frieth, all with a 
reputation for excellence in sport. Fantastic 
team performances resulted in 14 – 8, 11-7 
and 15 - 2 wins over Lowbrook Academy, 
Danesfield and Burford. Well done 
everyone and big thanks to our awesome 
team of coaches!
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Well done to our Year 5 and 6 children 
who let their light shine by singing and 
socialising with the guests of the Hambleden 
Valley Tea Club at St Katharine’s Parmoor. 
It’s so important children understand the 
importance of giving back to the local 
community and especially supporting the 
elderly. I’m pretty sure they enjoyed the 
cakes too!

What a fabulous Christmas Fayre we had 
a couple of weeks back! A huge thank you 
goes out to our PTA and our awesome 

team of volunteers. Weren’t we lucky that 
Father Christmas and his elves even took 
time out of their busy schedule to visit 
Frieth! Finally, I would like to thank all 
parents and caregivers for coming along, 
spending money and supporting the 
school. I am thrilled to report we raised 
over £3500 for the school.

Kites class also had a wonderful time at the 
Chiltern Open Air Museum a few weeks 
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FESTIVAL ARTISTS WILL INCLUDE:

•	 Lawrence Power, Artistic Director
•	 Tom Poster, piano
•	 John Myerscough, cello
•	 Wallis Power, cello
•	 Tim Horton, piano
•	 Benjamin Marquise-Gilmore, violin
•	 Annabelle Meare, violin
•	 Charlotte Spruit, violin
•	 Collegium Orchestra

WEBSITE

http:/ /westwycombechambermusic 
.org.uk/

TICKETS

Pre-booking is strongly advised.

•	 Ticket Bookings open for Friends of 
the Festival on 22nd of July

•	 Public ticket bookings open on 5th of 
August

•	 Tickets for individual concerts are £15 
- daytime concerts, £20 - Thursday 
and Friday evening, £25 - Saturday 
evening (Student rate £5)

•	 Festival pass for entry to all five 
concerts: £80

•	 Ticket sales and enquiries: tickets@
westwycombechambermusic.org.uk 
or from 01494 528659 or 07948 
897148

place at the beautiful 12th century Church 
of St Mary the Virgin, Hambleden.  We 
are very grateful to the church for hosting 
the festival this year as our traditional 
‘home’, the Church of St Lawrence in 
West Wycombe, is currently closed.
PROPOSED CONCERT 
PROGRAMMES:
Concert 1, Thursday 14th September 
at 7.30pm “From Vienna”
Music for piano and strings by Mahler, 
Brahms and Korngold
Concert 2, Friday 15th September 
at 1pm “Immortal Beloved”
Beethoven’s early letters interspersed with 
movements and extracts from String Trios, 
Piano Sonatas and String Quartets.
Concert 3, Friday 15th September 
at 7.30pm “White Lights and Silent 
Nights”
Music for piano and string ensembles by 
Rachmaninov, Shostakovich, Glazunov, 
Dvorak and Schoenberg 
Concert 4, Saturday 16th September 
11.30am “Internal Fire”
Concertos by Vivaldi  
Concert 5, Saturday 16th September 
at 8pm “O Albion”
An anthology of British music across the 
ages including Vaughan Williams’ Lark 
Ascending and other works by Byrd, Elgar, 
Ades, Purcell, Britten, Knox and others.

	  	  

Skirmett	  Village	  Hall	  
A	  bright	  lovely	  hall	  with	  fully	  equipped	  kitchen	  
in	  the	  Hambleden	  Valley	  available	  for	  
meetings,	  workshops	  classes	  and	  parties.	  
Website:	  Skirmettvillagehall.org.	  For	  bookings	  
Contact	  Mandy	  Heller	  01491638355	  
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TURVILLE AND NORTHEND

back, learning about the Iron Age. They 
got to see an Iron Age round house, made 
flat breads, clay pots and tried to make 
cream but without much success in the 
cold weather!

Martin Gosling 
Headteacher

After-School Club Assistant
BPS range 1B pro rata. Tuesdays (3 
hours) Term Time Only  (more hours may 
sometimes be needed to help with cover), 
3.15pm to 6.15pm, Starting a.s.a.p.
We are looking for the right person to join 
our after-school team to help with the 
day to day running of our popular Frieth 
Falcons after school childcare facility.
The successful candidate will be required 
to provide quality play and care whilst 
encouraging safe, creative and purposeful 
play. You will also be required to prepare 
and serve a snack to the children. Free 
childcare for the successful candidate can 
be discussed. Full training will be provided 
for all aspects of this role.
For more details please contact Martin 
Gosling (Headteacher) via office@
friethschool.co.uk or telephone 
01494 881554.
Frieth CEC Primary School is committed 
to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children and young people and 

expects all staff and volunteers to share 
this commitment. The role is subject to a 
successful DBS check and pre-employment 
checks which will be undertaken before an 
appointment is confirmed.  
Applications will be considered on receipt 
after which suitable candidates will be 
invited to interview.

TURVILLE AND NORTHEND
Northend Wreath Workshop

This years’ Christmas Wreath workshop 
was a huge success and a great fund raiser 
for the village hall with every ticket sold 
ahead of the event. Juliet Bennett from 
Babylon Flowers in Watlington filled the 
hall with wonderful examples of wreaths 
for us to take ideas from and buckets full 
of assorted greenery and coloured foliage. 
She gave a demonstration of how to make 
the wreath base and then covered off how 
to create and attach various assortments of 
decorative foliage and ribbons. We all had 
a wonderful sociable evening selecting our 
choice of greenery and trying out various 
different designs to create our individual 
masterpieces.   Our proud creations are 
now on display for you to see on our front 
doors throughout the parish.  A big thank 
you to Juliet and everyone who came 
to the workshop.
Clare Burrows
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North Cornwall, 
Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 
miles. Family cottage with 
garden. Sleeps 6. Quiet  
lane with footpath leading 
to huge sandy beach. 
Excellent surfing, walking, 
golf. Very reasonable 
rents. Beck- Burridge 
01491 413171.

Rock, North Cornwall. 
Modernised, traditional 
cottage by the beach, 
sleeps 8. Available for 
holiday lets. Contact 
Mandy Heller on 01491 
638355 or johnheller@
poynattscottage.com 

Salcombe, South 
Devon. Three bedroom 
cottage, recent refurb, 
stunning estuary views, 

quiet & close to town 
centre, sleeps six,easy 
access beaches/walks, 
holiday lets throughout 
year, 01491 577344.

Music Teacher! - 
Qualified musician 
offering great value Piano 
and Vocal lessons. 5 
Years Experience, Fun 
and engaging lessons 
for all ages and abilities. 
Contact Sasha Steventon 
(BMus) on 07740 289467 
or bluemicmusic@
outlook.com  
www.bluemicmusic.co.uk

Isle of Mull. The Bothy 
sleeps 4, available for 
weekly holiday lets, and 
The Studio sleeps 2, 
available for 2-5 nights. 
An ideal peaceful location 

for exploring this beautiful 
island. Wonderful 
panoramic views, walks, 
beaches, wildlife. Visit 
www.thesmithymull.co.uk 
for more information.

Dairy Lane Dog 
Grooming. Hand-
stripping, Clipping, 
Scissoring, Bathing, Nails. 
Louise McTeague, 4 
Dairy Lane, Hambleden, 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxon 
RG9 3AS Tel 01491 
579442.  Member of 
British Dog Groomers 
Association and 
Pet Care Trust.

Do You Need Your 
Logs Stacking and/or 
Leaf Clearance? If so 
then please contact Tom 
on 07866 683383.

Opening Times
Tues - Fri 8.30am - 5 pm
Sat 8.30am - 4pm
Sun 9am - 2pm

Laceys Farm Shop & Butchers
Lane End, Bucks HP14 3LP
Telephone : 01494 881660 

www.laceysfamilyfarm.co.uk

From Our Farm To Your Fork

Award Winning

Fully stocked farm shop 
specialising in produce from  

our farm, as well as other  
local farms and businesses.
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Protecting your wealth and loved ones
• Everyone should have a Will, but 2 out of 3 people have not yet made one, and those that 

have may not have the correct Will in place.

• If you own a business or a share of a business, your spouse/partner and children may not 
necessarily inherit your share.

• An estimated 70,000 people per year have to sell their homes to pay for care.

• Effective planning can also protect the inheritance of future generations from divorce or 
separation settlements. 

• By setting up lasting powers of attorney you can rest assured that your finances and 
personal welfare are in safe hands. 

In association with Countrywide Tax & Trust Corporation Limited, I provide 
a professional, tailor-made service to help individuals to safeguard assets, 

regardless of their value and protect their loved ones.

My decision to get involved in Wills and Estate Planning was a result of personal experience. I 
learnt first-hand how unpreparedness adds to the stress of dealing with long-term illness and 
death. Get in touch for advice that can guide you to make informed decisions that suit your 
needs.

Visit www.personalestateplanning.co.uk for further information.
Judy Bonfanti, FCCA, STEP Affiliate       judy.bonfanti@hotmail.com      0781 0642 505

Do you
struggle with
your mobility
or balance? 

Are you
getting 
over an

operation?

Are you
getting stiffer

and losing
flexibility?

Or just worried
about aches
and pains?

We are open 7 days a week with free parking

at the Henley Rugby Club.

Call 01491 598043 or book online at

physiolistic.co.uk

Dry Leas Sports Ground, Marlow Road, Henley,

Oxfordshire, RG9 2JA

The physios at Physiolistic are experts in

both pain and movement. 

They will find out why you are in pain or

not moving well, help address this as

quickly as possible and get you moving

and doing what you love again.

12 13

✓ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL

✓ PET URINE TREATMENTS

✓ MOTH REPELLENT

✓ SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

FREE

COLLECTION

& RETURN

Call 0330 111 4912 or visit
ABFABRUGCLEANING.CO.UK
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

Hambleden Valley Group of Churches

Priest-in-Charge: The Revd. Andy Storch, 
07811 430898, Revandystorch@gmail.com

Associate Priest: The Revd. Sue Morton, 
01491 639286, suemorton131@gmail.com

Director of Music and Choir: 
Christine Wells BEM, 01491 571588, 
c@wells.vnworks.net

Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle,  
07769 599616,  
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle,  
07769 599616,  
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor, 
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm 
Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297, 
wendy.duerden@techademic.net

Barney's Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall, 
Currently suspended

Website: 
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Fawley (St Mary the Virgin)

Churchwarden: David Napier, 
01491 574230, 
david_napier@btopenworld.com

Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting and 
Village Hall booking: 
David Burton - davidburtn83@hotmail.co.uk

Fingest (St Bartholomew)

Churchwardens: 
Brian Barnes, 01494 882613, 
brianbarnes346@gmail.com  

Jill Dean, 01491 638678,  
jill@sundawn.uk.com

Frieth (St John the Evangelist)

Churchwarden: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227, 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com 

Village Hall Bookings:  
website www.friethvillagehall.org 
email friethvillagehall@gmail.com 
Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society: 
Mary (01494 881501), Andy (01494 881586), 
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker  
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club: 
Ben Smiley 
friethcricket@btinternet.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last 
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub. 
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com

Hambleden (St Mary the Virgin)

Churchwarden: 
Jill Steward 01491 571320 
jillsteward@hambleden.com

Deputy Churchwarden: 
Sharon Smith 01628 487458 
sharonsmith0505@btinternet.com

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or 
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email

Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker, 
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Pilates: Mondays 11 – 12 Fran Presho, 
07951 019594

Bridge Club:  Fridays 1.30 – 4.30 
Frances Cugnoni,  01491 576409

Hambleden Social and Sports Club: Open 
daily from 8 pm Pat Eldridge, 
01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons, 
01491 577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com

Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall, 
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com) 
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Medmenham (St Peter and St Paul)
Churchwarden:  
Vacant. 

Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori, 
07759 014396

Uniformed organisations: 
1st  Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and 
Beavers: leader Nick Currie, 
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk

Medmenham News:  
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

Skirmett
Village Hall Bookings: Mandy Heller, 01491 
638355 www.skirmettvillagehall.org

Tai Chi: Friday 9.30am - 10.30am. 
Contact: junekingsburytaichi@gmail.com

Hambleden Valley Garden Club: Meetings 
Oct-Mar on first Tuesday each month at Skirmett 
Village Hall 7.30. Contact Celia Warren, 01491 
638691.

Turville (St Mary the Virgin)
Church Warden:  
Caroline Sants, 01491 638994 
turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com

Bell Ringing: Wed practice, 
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025 
rachel@markjwallace.com

Sunday School: Sara Harman, 
01491 639211

Artists’ studios:  Turville Studios open the 
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm. 
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com 
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

Turville Northend
Village Hall Bookings: 
David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or 
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm   
smfaragher@fastmail.fm

Yoga:  Tuesdays 7pm, Andrea 07496 281341

Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell 
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk, 
www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem 
01494 449215,  mpc.clerk@gmail.com

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,  
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting 
Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252 
r.mcdonald2007@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, 
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 

Distributors: 
Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171; 
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613; 
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170; 
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418; 
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135; 
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747; 
Northend: Amanda Bucknill, 07718 860064; 
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913; 
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574; 
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523; 
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344; 
Turville Heath: Lizzie Arnott, 01491 638337; 
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com



2928

Contact us now for your exclusive 10% discount, 
just quote #Hambleden

HOT Moves have you covered for all your removal needs. 

Removals, Man & Van service, Clearance & Storage

Contact Hugo or Sophie on: 
01491 877 692 / info@hot-moves.com

2928

D. J. Macleod
Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting

Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of  Wood Chips

Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901
www.donlogs.com

e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com 

YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

• 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:
• Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
• Seniors welcomed  Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
• Hambleden Valley based  Mobile: 07917 683162
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01865 400341 | events@greenscatering.co.uk
www.greenscatering.co.uk

We are special event caterers in 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and 

the surrounding areas.

Have an event coming up? 
We love to chat food. 

Call us today on 01865 400341.
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Over 150 years of  
River and Boating Service
	� Luxury Passenger Boat Charter
	� Self Drive Adventure
	� Luxury Boating Holidays
	� River Trips
	� Moorings and Storage
	� Edwardian Chauffeured Launches

For bookings and enquiries  
please contact Hobbs of Henley  
on 01491 572035  
or boats@hobbsofhenley.co.uk
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T: 0118 9344230 M: 07961 366535
E: darrenjomooney@hotmail.com

• NVQ qualified
• Many references available in and around Henley
• No job too small!
• Interior & exterior work done!
• Free competitive quotes! No obligation
• Prompt and friendly service!
• C.I.S registered business
• Full public liability insurance
• Specialist in rural run down property

J & D Mooney
YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken
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J & D Mooney
YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL
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In Association with Henley Chic Decor

T:01189 9344230    M:07961 366535
darrenjomooney@hotmail.com   henleyschicdecor.co.uk
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Ready for your next chapter?

From city lights to country walks,  

we’re here for where life takes you.

Your partners in property

Proud to support the Hambleden Valley Magazine

Knight Frank Henley

01491 818416 | henley@knightfrank.com


