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Group Letter 
Dear Friends, 
Well, this is some-
what surreal - my 
last Group Letter! I 
trust that I am leav-
ing on good terms 
with the fabulous 
and faithful people 
of the Hambleden 
Valley. The emo-

tions are very mixed at the moment - sad to be 
leaving while excited at my next appointment at 
Gatwick Airport. There are a few projects that 
I would have loved to see through completion. 
It is always hard to hand over things that are 
undone! Although this does provide an easy 
opportunity to come back and visit. 
Thank you to everyone for making me so wel-
come and accepted in the Hambleden Valley 
since my arrival in January 2021. Your love, 
prayer and support has been so appreciated - 
more than you know. 
Apologies for the times I may have disappoint-
ed or let anyone down. I hope that I haven’t. 
My mouth works faster than my mind some-
times and my Canadian directness can cause 
unintended trouble. 
Please keep supporting the churches in the 
Hambleden Valley. Villagers and visitors to the 
valley do an amazing job of keeping the church-
es going. Yet I am going to throw the gauntlet 

GROUP LETTER

down…please consider attending on Sundays 
or a midweek service if you do not currently. 
Long term survival of not only the buildings 
but the worshipping communities needs people 
to attend and engage. We are not only about 
pretty little buildings in this beautiful valley - we 
are about the love and mission of Jesus. We are 
about salvation and eternal life. Sometimes we 
need to shake off old patterns of thinking.  
No church is perfect which is rather unfortunate 
and frustrating. Church may not ‘be your thing’ 
or ‘meet all your needs’. But Jesus certainly 
will. It takes time to get to know him as all re-
lationships need time to develop and deepen. 
I only do what I do because of Jesus and my 
faith in Him.
I am thankful for the ministry of Revd Sue Mor-
ton and all that she has shared over my time 
here. I am delighted with the appointment of 
Revd Andy Storch and feel very confident in 
his energy and enthusiasm for his appointment. 
I know that your support will continue for Sue 
and Andy. I trust he will experience the same 
love and encouragement that I was shown. 
I will end with a few words from my favourite 
Psalm 27. I remain confident of this: I will see 
the goodness of the Lord in the land of living. 
Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and 
wait for the Lord. 
Bless you! 
Sue

Booklets • Brochures • Magazines •Leaflets • Business Cards • Letterheads 

Banners • Posters • Pull up Banners

Design • Print • Copying • Office Supplies • Publishing

Publishers of the Henley Standard

Printers of the Hambleden Valley Group Magazine

Caxton House, 1 Station Road, Henley-on-Thames, Oxon RG9 1AD 

T: 01491 419429    E: henley@higgsgroup.co.uk    W: www.higgsprinting.co.uk
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Opening Hours Moday - Sunday
Breakfast: Lunch: Dinner:

8 - 10 am  12 - 2.30pm 6 - 9.30pm 

The Stag & Huntsman
at Hambleden
Tel: 01491 571227
www.thestagandhuntsman.com

Hambleden Sports & Social Club Parish Magazine Ad 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hambleden Sports and Social Club is a community organisation providing sporting facilities on 

the Dene in Hambleden, as well as a Social Club in the village centre.  
The current sporting sections are cricket, tennis, football and pool.   

Take a look at our website at www.hambledenssc.co.uk for more information. 

 
The Social Club is situated in the centre of Hambleden Village, to the left of the Post 
Office/Shop.  The club is a members club which allows us to provide alcohol and soft drinks at 
low prices, for consumption by our members and their guests.  The Social Club offers fruit 
machines, pool table, darts, TV, comfortable seating and a friendly atmosphere!  

Membership:- £25 per year or £13 for OAPs and Students 
Opening hours:- 8pm - 11pm (Tuesday – Saturday) 
 

HIRE the Social Club for meetings during the day and functions in the evening   

HIRE the Dene & Pavilion – funerals, weddings, christenings, meetings, events etc. 

Please contact Pat Eldridge 01491 576067 or email hambledenssc@gmail.com 

We are lucky to have this facility in our wonderful valley, please do pop in and take a 
look for yourself! 

 
 
 
 
 

Hambleden Sports & Social Club 
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LUCINDA
       ELLISH E A R I N G 
S C R E E N I N G
&  T E S T I N G

LUCINDA
       ELLISH E A R I N G 
S C R E E N I N G
&  T E S T I N G

BLOCKED EARS?
Lucinda is a qualified NHS audiologist with 
over 20 years experience. Now providing 

a home service for Earwax Removal.  
Let her visit you in your own home to help 

relieve the symptoms of blocked ears.

Full PPE equipment used to comply with 
recommended Covid safety measures. 

HCPC registered. Registered NHS Audiologist. Professional indemnity insurance
Hearing Screening and Testing Limited. Registered in England No.07810066

Lucinda@hearingscreening.co.uk
07795 268866
facebook.com/blockedear  
instagram.com/blocked_ear
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the team who are 
continuing to run it 
and she has added 
that the Club is very 
much flourishing 
with lots of new 
members and it will 
start up again in 
September.

We did many things 
- we went on river 

trips (it nearly always rained), to the Mill at 
Sonning for lunch and shows, one of our 
favourite places to visit was Waterperry and on 
the way home the usual bag of Quality Street 
got passed round. We put on Pantomines and 
roped in the clergy to sing and dance. We 
played whist, scrabble and bingo and suffered 
Gillian’s famous quizzes. “What do you call a 
group of swans”? We made Easter bonnets 
and had a Christmas party by a roaring fire 
with a lovely tea and a visit from Santa. I 
mustn’t forget the fab. teas, everyone worked 
hard to give us a good time. Don looked after 
the money side and, last but not least, Sue 
made the famous birthday cards putting our 
faces on someone else, naughty but nice! 

The five Sues! All photos by Sue Dawkes

Sometimes the meeting was held in the Barn 
at Mousells, Fingest, where we watched films 
followed by tea, and we always had the end 
of term garden party under the trees in Sue 

GROUP NOTES AND NEWS

Continued on page 7

The Tea Club

The Tea Club broke up for the summer with 
a garden party at Sue Brice’s home. It was 
rather sad as we are saying goodbye to Sue 
who is going back to live near her family in 
the far north. Sue started the Tea Club with 
Gillian Loverage twenty-one years ago in The 
Chequers at Fingest. Then we progressed 
to holding the Club at Parmoor. But Sue is 
leaving her scrapbooks of the Tea Club with 
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The perfect venue in the 
middle of the beautiful 
village of Hambleden.

Large hall, full kitchen 
facilities, patio, WiFi,  

hearing loop, parking. 
Hire by the hour or 

by session.  

 

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or  
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org    visit  www.hambledenvillagehall.org

HAMBLEDEN VILLAGE STORES
 & POST OFFICE

L o c a l  A r t i s a n  P r o d u c e  -  F r e s h l y  G r o u n d  C o f f e e  &  T e a s
F i l l e d  R o l l s  &  T o a s t i e s  -  H o m e m a d e  S a u s a g e  R o l l s

O r g a n i c  C a k e s  -  F r e s h  B r e a d  &  P a s t r i e s  -  I c e  C r e a m s  
S e a t i n g  A r e a  -  P o s t  O f f i c e

58  The Village. Hambleden. info@hambledenvillagestores.com. 01491 571201

 
 

T h a t  g r o o v y  l i t t l e  s t o r e !
A l l  l o c a l l y  s o u r c e d  a n d  m a d e  w i t h  l o v e !

M o n  8 a m - 4 p m
T u e s - S a t  8 a m - 5 p m

S u n  8 . 3 0 a m - 4 p m
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Henley-on-Thames’ auctioneers with world
class expertise, local and international reach
we offer a calendar of specialist and single
owner auctions as well as our 24/7 online Shop

For a free auction valuation please contact:
Guy Savill or Sally Stratton MRICS on: +44 (0)1491 522733 or email: valuations@thepedestal.com 

The Pedestal
The Dairy, Stonor Park, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6HF

www.thepedestal.com

Inviting consignments for 
our forthcoming auctions of 

Fine & Decorative Interiors 

Pedestal Hambleden Valley Jan 2023.qxp_Layout 1  14/12/2022  15:36  Page 1
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The Registry Office

I had not read 
the bit that said 
Make an appointment with the Registrar. 
Back to the car.

Then I am five: 
Mother, alive, 
takes me a day too soon for my first day. 
We're turned away.

Side-stepping grief, 
I feel relief 
as well as disappointment, just like then, 
and try again

next day. This time 
I give her Name, 
Usual address, Date and Place of Birth. 
Present at Death.

Occupation? 
Hesitation. 
Poet? Painter? I could write a book. 
I get a look.

Sum up her life: 
"Artist/Housewife?" 
One or the other. What would she have said? 
Dared to be rude?

I found my voice, 
the duller choice 
holding a secret on the printed page. 
The cause? Old age.

I paid and left. 
At last bereft, 
walked to the car beside the railway line. 
I was alone.

September sun: 
red berries run 
over the wire netting by the track 
and as I look,

beside me she, 
jauntily, 
is walking in her fawn check suit - young - 
and the birds sing.

Caroline Davis

and Tony’s beautiful garden. It was so hot 
during the last one that nobody moved from 
the shady trees to take a walk.

We presented Sue with a dainty cup and 
saucer and sent her on her way with lots of 
hugs and kisses. 

Pam Harper

HAMBLEDEN VALLEY TEA CLUB

We are pleased to announce the Tea Club will 
start again at St. Katharine’s, Parmoor, on 
Tuesday 12th September 2023, at 3pm. We 
look forward to getting together again. 

Any queries please contact Wendy 
Duerden 01491 638297 or Anne Jones 01491 
639344

Wendy Duerden

 

Dates for your diary!

Sunday 10th September 3pm: Wild 
Hambleden – more details to follow

Sunday 8th October 3pm: Wild Harvest at 
Frieth meet us on the green at 3pm; please 
bring a can for the One Can Trust! 

Sunday 12th November 2pm: Wild 
Remembrance – look out for more details!

Sunday 10th December 2pm: Wild 
Nativity, Northend Common

Do join us – we would love to see you!

The Wild Church Team 

Rev Sue Morton 
01491 639286 07808 517347  
or suemorton131@gmail.com 
Mary Campbell 
grandma.marycampbell@googlemail.com 
Mardi Wilkins 
mardi43@btinternet.com

Wild Church! 
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WILDLIFE

Swan Upping
Last month the annual ‘Swan Upping’ event 
took place, passing through the Hambleden 
and Henley reaches on its second day, and 
this year was the first time the event took place 
under HM King Charles III’s insignia. 

First held in the 12th Century, when the 
Crown claimed ownership of all mute swans 
(which were considered a delicacy at medieval 
banquets), the 14th century saw some livery 
companies granted ownership rights to 
swans on the Thames. Today, only the Dyers 
and the Vintners stake their claims and the 
‘ownership’ of the swans of the Thames is split 
equally between the Crown and the two livery 
companies. 

The modern Swan Upping is a mix of 
royal ceremony, heritage but perhaps most 
importantly, wildlife conservation. The Crown 
and each livery company each have their own 
traditional wooden skiff, rowing boats and 
uniforms. They row upstream, (although these 
days, they are towed for parts of their journey 
by boats of the Thames Vintage Boat Club) 
and when they spot swans and cygnets they 
are lifted up and out of the river (which is where 
Swan Upping gets its name), weighed, given a 
health check and then two thirds are ‘marked’ 

with a ring to symbolise their ownership. One 
third are left unmarked as the Crown owns all 
‘unmarked’ mute swans.
This year, Her Worship The Mayor of Henley 
watched the event for the first time, aboard the 
locally owned slipper launch M.L.Greyhound. 
She saw one of the largest families of swans 
and cygnets being counted at Greenlands, with 
7 cygnets counted there. Sadly, this was a rare 
sight this year, with only 94 cygnets counted 
across all 3 days, a 40% drop compared to last 
year. HM The King’s Swan Marker attributed 
the drop to the tragic effects of avian flu. 
If you happen to see a swan or cygnet in need 
of urgent help, contact the Swan’s Trust Lifeline 
01753 859397
Rory Hunt

WILDLIFE
Frieth Natural History Society
FNHS will be holding their annual Moth Night 
on 8th/9th September near Wheeler End. The 
plan is to set up a couple of traps on Friday 
evening, leave them overnight and meet on 
Saturday morning to identify, record and 
subsequently release what has been caught.

Continued on page 11
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Your local experts

Nick Warner

Office Head, Partner
nick.warner@knightfrank.com

Jason Applebey

Associate
jason.applebey@knightfrank.com

Matt Davies

Partner
matt.davies@knightfrank.com

knightfrank.co.uk

Knight Frank Henley
20 Thameside 
Henley-on-Thames RG9 2LJ 
01491 818416
henley@knightfrank.com

If you’re thinking of selling your home, or require any advice on the 
current market in the Hambleden Valley, please get in touch.  
We’d love to help you. 
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Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board

ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS
TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321

Mobile 07850 196616

• Loose Covers • Curtains• 
• Re-Upholstery • Tracks and Poles •

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please call

Tel: 01844 261769 • Mob: 0780 1182 400

grahamblake123@btconnect.com

www.grahamblake.com
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G M PAGE 
FURNITURE RESTORATION
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grass cuttings. This combination of ‘brown’ 
and ‘green’ breaks down quicker and becomes 
a perfect mulch for borders. Any excess can 
be added to compost heaps, vegetable beds 
or raked alongside hedges. Wherever fallen 
leaves are left, insects, invertebrates and fungi 
will complete the process to turn most of them 
into a life giving rich black humus and kickstart 
the food chain at the same time. Hedgehogs, 
amphibians and snakes hibernate in piles of 
decomposing leaves and the latter lay eggs in 
leaf litter too. Our annual leaf fall is a wonderful 
dividend for the natural world, a boost for 
biodiversity and must be celebrated!  
Sarah Ronan

HAMBLEDEN
Surprise appearance by Canon Eustace 
in Hambleden
Aged readers of this magazine will know that 
I lost touch with rumbustious irascible Anglo-
Catholic, Canon Eustace. I had not feared 
his passing as it is well known that clergy 
steadfastly cling to this life whilst proclaiming 
the glories of the life to come. Canon Eustace 
arrived unannounced at church teas. Escorted 
by a puffing carer trailing some distance 
behind, he drove past our eleven apostles in 
a motorised wheel chair, reaching 30mph on 
the path to the porch. Breaking by handbrake 
turn to face the array of cakes, gravel chippings 
whipped the legs of those nearby and covered 
the cakes. Now aged 102 his curmudgeonly 
nature has worsened. Giving the sign of 
the cross to each person queuing for tea, he 
mumbled something in Latin to each as he 
queue-barged in the front, then with his fingers 
picked out gravel chippings imbedded in the 
icing of cakes. Unable to see the gravel in the 
fruitcakes he left those for others to encounter. 
Over tea he told me that he is in high demand 
from undertakers to take funerals requested by 
relatives of deceased agnostics and atheists. He 
takes their funeral ceremony largely in Latin 
remembered from school textbooks. Grieving 
relatives appreciate the solemn religiosity of the 
discourse not comprehending that the words 

HAMBLEDEN

Moth Traps are very simple and do not harm 
the moths. They consist of an electric lamp 
sitting on a white sheet and partially enclosed 
in a clear plastic box. Moths and other night-
flying insects are attracted to the light, enter the 
clear box and become trapped inside. Once 
dawn arrives the moths take shelter among 
cardboard egg boxes lining the trap and wait 
until identified and released.
Anyone is welcome, but for further details of 
parking and to book your place, please contact 
Mary 01494 881501, Andy 01494 881586 or 
email FNHS2023@gmail.com.
Mary Webb

In praise of autumn’s bounty
Millions of leaves on deciduous trees are on 
the verge of transitioning through the stunning 
hues of a sunset. About to gradually change 
from a variety of greens to shades of golden 
yellows, vibrant oranges and resplendent 
reds before detaching and falling gracefully 
to carpet our landscapes; a process called 
abscission. It is triggered by trees withdrawing 
chlorophyll from their leaves; a valuable 
commodity they wish to conserve. These very 
leaves thus far have absorbed carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere, used the carbon along 
with light to make energy for their trees and 
released the oxygen back out for all living 
creatures. Fallen leaves immediately become a 
haven for wildlife looking for food, warmth and 
shelter.  The decomposition process is quickly 
started by earth worms, insects, beetles and 
other invertebrates who voraciously feast their 
way through the bounty. At this point, piles of 
leaves have become well stocked and welcome 
larders for hedgehogs, amphibians, snakes 
and birds. Eventually, the remaining rich 
nutritious detritus is absorbed into the earth 
by bacteria and fungi to benefit mycorrhizas 
supporting our trees and improving the overall 
soil structure enabling better moisture retention 
and protection from erosion. Leaf shedding is 
nature’s perfect system of recycling nutrients 
for next year’s growth. Mown leaves are 
shredded in the process and also mixed with 
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relate to Trajan’s wars. His fee covers the cost 
of his gin for seven days. Being a clergyman 
and unaccustomed to putting anything into 
the collection, he felt no obligation to donate 
anything towards his tea. It seems that his 
arrival was prompted by stale news of a rectorial 
vacancy. Clearly he wanted that post seeing no 
conflict between his age and the 70 year-old 
retirement rule for clergy. When I told him that 
the vacancy had been filled, a fulsome string of 
vulgate Latin was uttered, none printable here 
in translation.

It was clear that he had enjoyed the free 
homemade cake and tea. His puffing retainer 
paid for herself, commenting favourably on the 
affordable price. Canon Eustace then drove his 
supercharged wheelchair to, and up into, an 
agricultural trailer. With agility he leapt out of 
the wheelchair and trailer, lifting and closing the 
heavy metal tailgate, then swiftly entered the 
passenger seat. Car towing trailer disappeared 
in the direction of Mill End. I have a feeling 
we’ll see him again. He is durable. Remember 
his mother lived to one hundred and fourteen!  

Alan Armstrong

The West Wycombe Chamber Music 
Festival

The West Wycombe Chamber Music 
Festival at Hambleden is now just two weeks 
away.  Lawrence Power and his musicians 
are looking forward to their return to 
the area to perform the five concerts, 
which take place over the 14th to 16th of 
September. Ticket prices for individual 
concerts: Evening Concerts £20-£25, 
Lunchtime Concerts £15, Students £5 - 
Children Free. Festival pass for entry to all five 
concerts: £80  

Tickets and Festival passes are still 
available and may be obtained from
Carol Power:  
01494 528659 / 07948 897148 or 
tickets@westwycombechambermusic.org.uk

Richard Morbey

WEST WYCOMBE CHAMBER
MUSIC FESTIVAL @ HAMBLEDEN

Five Concerts @ St. Mary-the-Virgin, Hambleden, RG9 6RS

Lawrence Power - Artistic Director
Benjamin Marquise-Gilmore, Charlotte Spruit, Annabelle Meare - Violins

John Myerscough, Wallis Power - Cellos
Tom Poster, Tim Horton - Piano

Sergio Bucheli - Lute
Collegium Orchestra

Internal Fire
14-16 Sept

“One of the top ten classical music
events of 2021” THE GUARDIAN

Tel: 01494 528659 - Mob: 07948 897 148Tel: 01494 528659 - Mob: 07948 897 148
www.westwycombechambermusic.org.ukwww.westwycombechambermusic.org.uk

21/07/2023, 09:21Print canvas
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Please visit the website to discover our exciting programme.

BOX OFFICE:   01494 528659   07948 897 148
www.westwycombechambermusic.org.uk

I am thrilled to welcome you to the 2023 West Wycombe Chamber 
Music Festival. 
This year will be rather special as for the first time ever we will be 
presenting our festival at the Church of St Mary-the-Virgin in the 
exquisite iconic village of Hambleden. Although we are unable to be 
in West Wycombe this year I am so excited to invite you to this most 
special venue. 
We will be joined once again by some truly outstanding artists in five 
wide ranging programmes. 

Thursday 14th September at 7.30pm
“From Vienna” will explore the influence of this extraordinary city on 
composers such as Mahler, Brahms and Korngold. 

Friday 15th September at 1pm
“Immortal Beloved” will bring together Beethoven’s letters with some of his most personal 
works. 

Friday 15th September 2023 at 7.30pm
“White Lights and Silent Nights” takes us on an intimate journey from Russia to Bohemian 
Woods and finally to the transfigured night of Schoenberg’s masterpiece. 

Saturday 16th September 2023 at 11.30am
“Internal Fire” shines a light on the magical and joyous musical universe of Antonio Vivaldi, 
including his groundbreaking Four Seasons. 

Saturday 16th September 2023 at 8.00pm
Concluding the festival, “ O Albion” 
will be a celebration of British music across the ages. From Byrd to Ades and a lot in between, 
including Vaughan Williams’ masterpiece The Lark Ascending. 

I so look forward to seeing you there. 

Lawrence Power
Artistic Director. 

“There’s a small breed of elite international musicians who, away from the main-stage limelight, pour
 their energies into nurturing young artists, promoting contemporary works, staging bold,

experimental festivals, often unnoticed by the wider world. West Wycombe chamber music festival,
run by the viola player Lawrence Power, celebrated its 10th anniversary last weekend”

The Guardian

Festival Pass £80  -  Evening Concerts £20-£25  -  Lunchtime Concerts £15  -  Students £5  -  Children Free
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✓ STAIN & ODOUR REMOVAL

✓ PET URINE TREATMENTS

✓ MOTH REPELLENT

✓ SCOTCHGARD PROTECTION

FREE

COLLECTION

& RETURN

Call 0330 111 4912 or visit
ABFABRUGCLEANING.CO.UK
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www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Church Services and Events

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group                                    

We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer  
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If 
you would like prayer please send a request to the email below: 
hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com

From The Registers

Holy Baptism

July 23 Abigail Kathleen James  Hambleden

Holy Matrimony

July 22 Thomas Parsons and Eleanor Thomson Medmenham

July 28 Edward Elder and Charlotte Joy  Hambleden

August 12 Kodey McMaster and Lauren Fessey  Hambleden

Rest in Peace

July 21 Ken Muller  Funeral and Burial, Frieth

July 25 David Denham  Funeral, Frieth (Burial at Cadmore End)

July 24 Judy Elliott  Burial, Hambleden 

August 15 Judy Elliott Thanksgiving Service, Hambleden

August 19 Patrick (Pat) King Burial of Ashes, Frieth

	  	  

Skirmett	  Village	  Hall	  
A	  bright	  lovely	  hall	  with	  fully	  equipped	  kitchen	  
in	  the	  Hambleden	  Valley	  available	  for	  
meetings,	  workshops	  classes	  and	  parties.	  
Website:	  Skirmettvillagehall.org.	  For	  bookings	  
Contact	  Mandy	  Heller	  01491638355	  
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CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2023

Pattern of Worship September 2023
Please see below for Sunday services. There will also be Zoom services at 9:30am and the 

10.15am midweek Holy Communion at Turville on Wednesdays and 12noon Churchyard Prayers 
at Fawley on Fridays. These prayers are continuing despite the building work but there are no 

church services at Fawley for six months due to re-ordering of the church building, please check 
our website www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk for latest updates or contact our administrator 

Jenny Neagle on 07769 599616 – hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com with any query
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Sunday Services

Fawley Fingest Frieth Hambleden Medmenham Turville

27th August

10th Sept

17th Sept

24th Sept

1st Oct

3rd Sept

1pm Harvest Lunch

9am Holy 
Communion

6pm Harvest Service 
and Supper

6pm Evensong

6pm Evensong

9am Holy 
Communion

9am Holy 
Communion

9am Holy 
Communion

10am Group Service

8am BCP Holy 
Communion

10am Group Service 
(Sue Lepp’s last 

service)

11am Holy 
Communion

11am Holy 
Communion

10am Lay-led 
Morning Prayer

11am Holy 
Communion

3pm Wild Church

11am Village Service

9.30am Holy 
Communion

9.30am Holy 
Communion 
(? Harvest)

11am Holy 
Communion
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The Frog at Skirmett, Henley-on-Thames
(Closed Sunday Evening –– November to May)

Non-smoking Restaurant with an unusual selection of New English, 
French and Mediterranean style food.

Food is served for LUNCH and DINNER 7 days a week, May to November

Family room for children. En-suite accommodation. 36 seat function room

Tel: 01491 638996  Fax: 01491 638045

Gerrards Cross
38 Oak End Way
Tel: 01753 891892

Slough
273 Farnham Road
Tel: 01753 535556

High Wycombe 
891 London Road 
Tel: 01494 472572

Marlow
21 -23 Little Marlow Road 

Tel: 01628 898866

Beaconsfield
32 Gregories  Road
Tel: 01494 685000

Traditional, Alternative & Green Funerals 
Pre -Payment Plans ~ Stonemasonry ~ Floristry

6 Generations of Service in the Community
24 Hour Service 

ARNOLD FUNERAL SERVICE
INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

www.arnold-funerals.co.uk

All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
Collection or home service by arrangement

MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
With 35 Years’ Experience

Clipping/Hand Stripping

Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden
Henley-on-Thames • Oxon

Tel: 01491 636140
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Telephone Established
01491 574644               1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk     info@etsheppard.co.uk

Private Car Parking

01491 71401201491 714012
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Teas in the Churchyard 
Come and join us for Tea and Cake in Hambleden Churchyard 
every Bank Holiday Monday and Sunday afternoons 14:00 to 17:00 
from Sunday 28th May until the Sunday 24th September.  If it’s 
raining we will still be there but  inside the Church. 
 
Cakes will range from tasty Lemon Drizzle, traditional Fruit Cake, 
gooey Chocolate Cake, divine Coffee and Walnut Cake, scented 
Pear Pistachio and Rosewater Cake, sticky Flapjacks, chocolatey 
chocolate Brownies and many many more  tempting flavours.    
 
Each Sunday is run by a group of local people who give their time 
and make most of the cakes and delicacies.   On a rare occasion a 
bought cake appears!  Some weeks we even have wonderful  
homemade savoury cakes and quiche/flans.  It all depends on who 
is running Teas that Sunday. 
 
On some Sundays there will be live music. Violinists, a Ukulele 
group or even a choir or two will surprise you by performing in the 
church/churchyard….but not every week. 

The Church of  
St. Mary the Virgin, 

Hambleden 
RG9 6RX  

 
Is a beautiful 12th century cruciform church standing at 
the heart of one of the most attractive villages in the 
Chiltern hills in Buckinghamshire.  
The church is made of flint and chalk with stone  
dressings under an old tiled roof. 
The Norman church had a central tower which col-
lapsed in 1703 and a new tower was built at the west 
end in 1721, ……...come and learn more.  
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HELP NEEDED AT HAMBLEDEN 
CHURCH 

Help is needed with TWO TASKS, currently 
carried out by Jill Steward, Churchwarden.

1) CONCERT CONTACT

About 3 times a year there are concerts 
in Hambleden Church. There is a need 
for someone who would be a CONTACT 
for the Concert organisers: the brief is to 
answer questions, possibly to have one quick 
meeting for introduction, and /or to show the 
organisers around the church.

In the last 18 months there have been 3 
Northend Concerts, and, for the first time, in 
mid-September, a music festival organised by 
West Wycombe Chamber Music.

The understanding is that the Concert 
organiser (eg Northend Concerts) takes 
responsibility for all aspects of the event: 
publicity, ticket selling, care of the performers, 
and refreshments. The volunteer would not 
have to be involved with these.

Sharon and I would be on hand to induct a 
volunteer.

Hopefully there is someone in the Hambleden 
Valley who values having high standard 
musical performance in our community who 
would like to do this?

Hambleden PCC and congregation very 
much want to have community events in the 
Church. 

As Churchwarden and Deputy, Sharon and 
I are very much occupied with managing 

regular and special services, weddings and 
funerals, administration, numerous random 
queries, and the servicing, maintenance, and 
many repairs to the building, as well as the 
official permissions from the diocese needed 
for the latter, so would welcome another 
person taking on this task.

2) ALTAR FLOWER ROTA

NEEDED: One, or two people together, to 
take over the making, and supervision of the 
Altar Flower rota.

The rota for the Altar Flower Arrangement is 
put together in the spring of each year. Then 
a brief reminder is sent before each flower 
lady’s “turn”.

There are now plenty of volunteers to do the 
task (4 new volunteers this year - thank you!).

I can supply the contact details of volunteers, 
and would make the rota jointly with the 
volunteer for the first time in 2024.

Jane McFarlane Duckworth is the liaison for 
wedding flowers so the rota organiser only has 
to inform the Altar flower ladies of the dates 
of the weddings, which are known early in the 
year, and Jane contacts the couples.

I will go on organising the decorating of the 
church for festivals.

It would be so helpful if someone could take 
this on. The person doing it does not have to 
be a flower arranger.

Jill Steward 
Hambleden Churchwarden
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Over 150 years of  
River and Boating Service
	� Luxury Passenger Boat Charter
	� Self Drive Adventure
	� Luxury Boating Holidays
	� River Trips
	� Moorings and Storage
	� Edwardian Chauffeured Launches

For bookings and enquiries  
please contact Hobbs of Henley  
on 01491 572035  
or boats@hobbsofhenley.co.uk
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T: 0118 9344230 M: 07961 366535
E: darrenjomooney@hotmail.com

• NVQ qualified
• Many references available in and around Henley
• No job too small!
• Interior & exterior work done!
• Free competitive quotes! No obligation
• Prompt and friendly service!
• C.I.S registered business
• Full public liability insurance
• Specialist in rural run down property

J & D Mooney
YOUR “CLEAN” RELIABLE

QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL

Family run business for over 30 years!
Summer bookings being taken
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QUALITY PAINTERS & DECORATORS
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Family run business for over 30 years!
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In Association with Henley Chic Decor

T:01189 9344230    M:07961 366535
darrenjomooney@hotmail.com   henleyschicdecor.co.uk
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W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.
(Established 1968)

BUILDERS and DECORATORS 
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS

Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366 

e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com

Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service
24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest 
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370
www.tomalins.co.uk        office@tomalins.co.uk 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG

Tomalins advert_128x36.indd   1Tomalins advert_128x36.indd   1 07/01/2021   15:1307/01/2021   15:13
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FINGEST GREAT BARN OPERA, 
‘RIGOLETTO’ SATURDAY 9th 
SEPTEMBER 2023 AND

‘L’ELISIR D’AMORE’ SATURDAY 16th 
SEPTEMBER 2023 PERFORMED BY 
INTERNATIONALLY RENOWNED 
TOURING OPERA COMPANY DIVA 
OPERA. 

Fingest Great Barn Opera’s 18th season sees 
Diva Opera back for Rigoletto and L’elisir 
d’amore. With its soaring beams and rafters, 
Fingest Great Barn has wonderful acoustics and 
provides a superb backdrop for Diva Opera’s 
performances. The barn faces onto the central 

FINGEST

courtyard at Manor Farm in the village of 
Fingest, in the picturesque Hambleden Valley, 
within 7 miles of Marlow, Henley on Thames 
and High Wycombe. A large marquee is erected 
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for picnics in the interval with additional space 
in the surrounding barns. Tables and chairs 
are provided for everyone and for individual 
groups of any size by request. This is included 
in the ticket prices. 

DIVA OPERA was founded by Anne Marabini 
Young and Bryan Evans in 1996 and since 
then has given more than 2,000 performances 
of 40 different operas and concert programmes 
for festivals, theatres and charities throughout 
Great Britain and internationally, including at 
the Teatro La Fenice in Venice. In concert the 
company has performed at such prestigious 
venues as St. John’s, Smith Square and the 
Wigmore Hall in London. Diva Opera’s casts 
include singers who work regularly at the 
major opera houses including the Royal Opera 
House, Glyndebourne and English National 
Opera. Our operas are performed in stunning 
period costume and are sung in Italian with 
English surtitles.

L’ELISIR D’AMORE AT THE FESTIVAL 
DE LA VÉZÈRE, FRANCE - AUGUST 5th 
2023 

‘In this joyful team, the highly mastered 
art of lyrical singing is also combined 
with a real sense of theatricality and 
comedy’

Pierre Géraudie, Olyrix (France)

VENUE AND TICKETS

The Great Barn, Manor Farm, Fingest,  
Henley-on-Thames, OXON RG9 6QE Operas 
start at 6pm with an extended interval at 
7.30pm for picnics. Ticket price: £95 - includes 
a reserved seat in the Great Barn for the 
opera and a picnic table for the interval.Please 
contact Sylvia Crowther on 01491 638474 
or by email at fingestopera@btconnect.com  
www.fingestgreatbarnopera.co.uk

The operas are in aid of Action Medical 
Research for Children and Child Bereavement 
UK.

Bryan Evans 
Music and Artistic Director
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TURVILLE

TURVILLE

Sue Lepp’s Last Service in Turville

The first of many farewells to Rev Sue Lepp. 
The congregation of St Mary’s, Turville 
marked her last Sunday service in the parish 

by presenting her with flowers to express their 
heartfelt thanks for all she has done for the 
church and community during her time in the 
Hambleden Valley. She will be much missed.

Caroline Sants

Whatever you want to store...

01189 404163  www.barn-store.co.uk

 

...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase 
not coinciding, travelling, house building work, 
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to 
sell your house more quickly - we offer a 
friendly and flexible local service.

With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access, 
contact us now!
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ADVERTISEMENTS

Corfu –– comfortable sea-edge villa 
in Durrell country to let privately. 
Between Kassiopi and St Stefanos. 
Direct BA flights 
from LHR Ter.5. www.
corfubeachhouse.co.uk  Armstrong 
01491 571324

North Cornwall, 
Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles. Family 
cottage with garden. Sleeps 6. Quiet  
lane with footpath leading to huge 
sandy beach. Excellent surfing, 
walking, golf. Very reasonable rents. 
Beck- Burridge 01491 413171.

Computer Problems? 
Local help in fixing problems, 
selecting systems and personal tuition 
including email/ internet. Contact 
Matt on 01491 575998 or 07821 
592928.

Rock, North Cornwall. 
Modernised, traditional cottage by 
the beach, sleeps 8. Available for 
holiday lets. Contact Mandy Heller 
on 01491 638355 or johnheller@
poynattscottage.com 

Salcombe, South Devon. Three 
bedroom cottage, recent refurb, 
stunning estuary views, quiet & 
close to town centre, sleeps six,easy 
access beaches/walks, holiday lets 
throughout year, 01491 577344

The Pet Feeders - We 
look after your pets when 
you can’t.  Local firm, 

insured/CRB checked. 
www.thepetfeeders.com. 
Mobile: 0753 100 7419. Email: 
info@thepetfeeders.com

Valencia Large Luxury 
Family Villa with Pool and  
Tennis Court. 15 mins from the City 
Centre, 10 mins from the Airport. 
Sleeps 14 comfortably, 6 bedrooms  / 
4 bathrooms. Visit www. 
homeaway.co.uk/p1029900 to see 
our reviews. Contact Virginia or 
Andy Coombes for more information 
on 01491639419/ 07860847256

Snowdonian Cottage. Cosy and 
comfortable traditional 3 bed stone 
cottages sleeps 6, wood burner and 
wi-fi, in coastal village, Llwyngwril 
on the Welsh Coastal Path. An ideal 
base to enjoy and explore ‘the most 
dramatic and alluring region in 
Wales’. Beaches, mountains, River 
Mawdach and Dyfi Estuaries, lakes 
and so much more. Dog Friendly. 
Contact Euan McCrindle 07713 
952495 / 01628 475644 or email 
euanmccrindle@hotmail.com for 
more information and detail.

Music Teacher! - Qualified 
musician offering great value 
Piano and Vocal lessons. 5 Years 
Experience, Fun and engaging 
lessons for all ages and abilities. 
Contact Sasha Steventon (BMus) on 
07740 289467 or bluemicmusic@
outlook.com  
www.bluemicmusic.co.uk

Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4, 
available for weekly holiday lets, 
and The Studio sleeps 2, available 
for 2-5 nights. An ideal peaceful 
location for exploring this beautiful 
island. Wonderful panoramic views, 
walks, beaches, wildlife. Visit www.
thesmithymull.co.uk for more 
information.

Dairy Lane Dog Grooming 
Hand-stripping, Clipping, Scissoring, 
Bathing, Nails. Louise McTeague, 4 
Dairy Lane, Hambleden, Henley-
on-Thames, Oxon RG9 3AS Tel 
01491 579442  Member of British 
Dog Groomers Association and Pet 
Care Trust

Snowdonia Holiday cottage in 
Snowdonia National Park. Elegant 
home situated in Dolgellau available 
for holidays. Great walking, 
cycling and the beach are all on 
the doorstep of this refurbished 
four storey traditional Welsh stone 
house. Full weeks, short breaks and 
weekends all available. Sleeps six, 
three bedrooms. Pet friendly. Two 
cosy wood burners. Full details at 
www.dioni.co.uk/cottage/ty-gobaith 
Contact Charlotte Digby for further 
information charlottedigby4@gmail.
com   07771576856.

Turville Northend Village Hall
Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, Weddings, Classes.
For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk  
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6LJ 
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Protecting your wealth and loved ones
• Everyone should have a Will, but 2 out of 3 people have not yet made one, and those that 

have may not have the correct Will in place.

• If you own a business or a share of a business, your spouse/partner and children may not 
necessarily inherit your share.

• An estimated 70,000 people per year have to sell their homes to pay for care.

• Effective planning can also protect the inheritance of future generations from divorce or 
separation settlements. 

• By setting up lasting powers of attorney you can rest assured that your finances and 
personal welfare are in safe hands. 

In association with Countrywide Tax & Trust Corporation Limited, I provide 
a professional, tailor-made service to help individuals to safeguard assets, 

regardless of their value and protect their loved ones.

My decision to get involved in Wills and Estate Planning was a result of personal experience. I 
learnt first-hand how unpreparedness adds to the stress of dealing with long-term illness and 
death. Get in touch for advice that can guide you to make informed decisions that suit your 
needs.

Visit www.personalestateplanning.co.uk for further information.
Judy Bonfanti, FCCA, STEP Affiliate       judy.bonfanti@hotmail.com      0781 0642 505

Do you
struggle with
your mobility
or balance? 

Are you
getting 
over an

operation?

Are you
getting stiffer

and losing
flexibility?

Or just worried
about aches
and pains?

We are open 7 days a week with free parking

at the Henley Rugby Club.

Call 01491 598043 or book online at

physiolistic.co.uk

Dry Leas Sports Ground, Marlow Road, Henley,

Oxfordshire, RG9 2JA

The physios at Physiolistic are experts in

both pain and movement. 

They will find out why you are in pain or

not moving well, help address this as

quickly as possible and get you moving

and doing what you love again.
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CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS

Hambleden Valley Group of Churches

Priest-in-Charge: The Revd. Sue Lepp, 
07930 520562, revdsuelepp@gmail.com

Associate Priest: The Revd Sue Morton, 
01491 639286, suemorton131@gmail.com

Director of Music and Choir: 
Christine Wells BEM, 01491 571588, 
c@wells.vnworks.net

Group Treasurer: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com

Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle,  
07769 599616,  
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Weddings and Blessings: Jenny Neagle,  
07769 599616,  
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor, 
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm 
Wendy Duerden, 01491 638297, 
wendy.duerden@techademic.net

Barney's Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall, 
Currently suspended

Website: 
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Fawley (St Mary the Virgin)

Churchwarden: David Napier, 
01491 574230, 
david_napier@btopenworld.com

Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting and 
Village Hall booking: 
David Burton - davidburtn83@hotmail.co.uk

Fingest (St Bartholomew)

Churchwardens: 
Brian Barnes, 01494 882613, 
brianbarnes346@gmail.com  

Jill Dean, 01491 638678,  
jill@sundawn.uk.com

Frieth (St John the Evangelist)

Churchwarden: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227, 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com 

Village Hall Bookings:  
website www.friethvillagehall.org 
email friethvillagehall@gmail.com 
Tel 01494 880737

Frieth Natural History Society: 
Mary (01494 881501), Andy (01494 881586), 
FNHS2023@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker  
01494 882333

Frieth Cricket Club: 
Ben Smiley 
friethcricket@btinternet.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last 
Friday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub. 
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227 
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com

Hambleden (St Mary the Virgin)

Churchwarden: 
Jill Steward 01491 571320 
jillsteward@hambleden.com

Deputy Churchwarden: 
Sharon Smith 01628 487458 
sharonsmith0505@btinternet.com

Bell Ringing: Fri 6.45pm practice, Helen or 
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email

Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker, 
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Pilates: Mondays 11 – 12 Fran Presho, 
07951 019594

Bridge Club:  Fridays 1.30 – 4.30 
Frances Cugnoni,  01491 576409

Hambleden Social and Sports Club: Open 
daily from 8 pm Pat Eldridge, 
01491 576067

Tennis Club: Heather Symons, 
01491 577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com

Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall, 
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com

Indoor Market: Hambleden, 2nd Saturday in 
Month (except January) 
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Medmenham (St Peter and St Paul)
Churchwarden:  
Vacant. Please contact Rev. Sue Lepp, 
07930 520562, revsuelepp@gmail.com
Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori, 
07759 014396
Uniformed organisations: 
1st  Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and 
Beavers: leader Nick Currie, 
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk
Medmenham News:  
medmenhamnews@icloud.com

Skirmett
Village Hall Bookings: Mandy Heller, 01491 
638355 www.skirmettvillagehall.org
Tai Chi: Friday 9.30am - 10.30am. 
Contact: junekingsburytaichi@gmail.com
Hambleden Valley Garden Club: Meetings 
Oct-Mar on first Tuesday each month at Skirmett 
Village Hall 7.30. Contact Celia Warren, 01491 
638691.

Turville (St Mary the Virgin)
Church Warden:  
Caroline Sants, 01491 638994 
turvillechurchwardens@gmail.com
Deputy Churchwarden:
Vicky Hollier vickyhollier@aol.com
Bell Ringing: Wed practice, 
Rachel Wallace, 01494 883025 
rachel@markjwallace.com
Sunday School: Sara Harman, 
01491 639211
Artists’ studios:  Turville Studios open the 
first Sunday of every month 11am-4pm. 
Angela Fois turvillestudios@aol.com 
www.turvillestudios.co.uk

Turville Northend
Village Hall Bookings: 
David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or 
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm   
smfaragher@fastmail.fm
Yoga:  Saturday 8.45-9.45am, 
Tiffany 07785 615583

Parish Council Contacts

Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell 
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk, 
www.hambleden.org.uk

Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem 
01494 449215,  mpc.clerk@gmail.com

Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,  
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk

Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting 
Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252 
r.mcdonald2007@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details

Editor: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, 
hambledenvalleyeditor@gmail.com

New subscriptions: Penny McLeish, 
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Advertising Manager: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com 

Distributors: 
Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171; 
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613; 
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170; 
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418; 
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135; 
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747; 
Northend: Susie Phillips, 01491 639584; 
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913; 
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574; 
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523; 
Turville: Anne Jones, 01491 639344; 
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.

Postal Distributor: Stephen Sidders, 
01491 639271 stephensidders@sky.com
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D. J. Macleod
Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting

Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of  Wood Chips

Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901
www.donlogs.com

e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com 

YOGA IN YOUR HOME
Qualified and experienced yoga teacher at reasonable prices

• 1 to 1 teaching Please contact:
• Small Groups Susannah Trombetti
• Seniors welcomed  Email: susannahtrombetti@gmail.com
• Hambleden Valley based  Mobile: 07917 683162
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01865 400341 | events@greenscatering.co.uk
www.greenscatering.co.uk

We are special event caterers in 
Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and 

the surrounding areas.

Have an event coming up? 
We love to chat food. 

Call us today on 01865 400341.
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www.timpeers.com

Tel: 01491 411066
sales@timpeers.com    lettings@timpeers.com
Tim Peers Estate Agents  |  19 Duke Street 
Henley-on-Thames  |  Oxfordshire  |  RG9 1UR

Advice you  
can trust, 
experience you 
can depend on.
Local people, looking after Local people.

Advice you 
can trust,
experience you 
can depend on.
Local people, looking after Local people.

Tel: 01491 411066
sales@timpeers.com    lettings@timpeers.com

Tim Peers Estate Agents  |  19 Duke Street
Henley-on-Thames  |  Oxfordshire  |  RG9 1UR


