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GROUP LETTER
How should we live?
Here we are again.
Another year has
passed and there are
two things to note.
First, it is just about a
year since we started
the first lockdown,
which we might rather
forget. Second, it is
Lent again, the time in the Church’s year
when we are asked to pause, reflect and
reassess our lives. It is all very easy to
say, but harder to do in practice. It seems
so often to be easier to just skate lightly
over things, recall just the good bits and
avoid the bad parts. We don’t like looking
at the darker side of our lives. We like to
feel we should be getting the gold star for
the way we are, rather than all the red ink
written over our page of the book of our
life, pointing out that we are not quite as
worthy of praise as we think.
But in this strange time we have been in
for a year, I think we can find hope and
we should see those things are a gift from
God for us to treasure when it all seems
so bleak. We have listened to the birds,

so much louder in the quiet. We have
learnt to shop online and we have learnt
to Zoom and discovered that distance and
time don’t separate us from each other. We
are less busy and have perhaps realised
that the way we were living did not give us
quite what we needed. We know there are
many really struggling with money, lack
of work and the sadness of loss and not
being able to touch and hold and hug. So,
it is not all good and not all bad either. It is
different and we are not in control.
Lent gives us time to reflect. Maybe one
outcome of this past year will be that we
find a more sustainable way of living. Can
we work together to halt climate change
over the next decade? Should we share
the jobs around between us all and also
the wealth? What are the valuable things
we need? Friendship, love, food enough
for today is a good start to a list. Make your
own list and then look at it again in a few
days and see if your thoughts still are the
important ones. And, remember the really
important one: God sent his Son Jesus to
save us and show us the way to live.
John Kimberley
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T: 01491 419429 E: henley@higgsgroup.co.uk W: www.higgsprinting.co.uk
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GROUP NOTES AND NEWS
Revd Sue’s Installation Service

Footprints: A Service of Remembrance
for the Loss of a Child

Footprints is a special service of remembrance
that we hold each year, during the week before
the Mother’s Day weekend, for anyone who
has lost a child during pregnancy or at any
age or stage of life or who has been affected
by such a loss, whether parent, grandparent,
teacher, friend or family member.
This year Footprints will take place on Zoom on
Friday 5th March at 7.30pm. Footprints
will offer space to remember our child or
children and the opportunity to light a candle
in their memory. There will be music, readings
and prayers included as part of our time of
remembering. Everyone is warmly welcome
to join us.
If you would like more information about
Footprints please contact:
Rev Sue Morton suemorton131@gmail.com
To receive a Zoom link please contact the
Hambleden Valley Administrator Jenny Neagle
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com

When a Priest takes up a new post in a
parish there is a formal service that needs
to take place. There are a few combinations
and permutations of these – which I will not
bore you with! These services are a public
acknowledgement and welcome to the new
Priest. In my case, there was a ‘Service
of Licensing and Installation as Priest-inCharge’ on January 19th which was led by
the Bishop of Buckingham. I was licensed to
‘cure of souls’ which means I have pastoral
responsibility to everyone in the parish,
whether they come to church or not. I also
made oaths and declarations to the Church
of England, the Queen, and the Bishop of
Oxford. I have not yet been installed; this is
the symbolic act of being placed in my stall
within the physical church. This will happen
at some point in the future.

Lent One Can Trust Project – Can you
help?

In more ‘normal’ times these are big events
for the Priest, the new parish and the old as
all come together for the service and a good
old-fashioned bun fight after. It was my dear
friend (Fr David Harris of St Giles, Reading)
who wanted to know where the after-party
was at the end of the Zoom service! Although
not being able to have an in-person service
in the church was yet another Covid-related
disappointment, the silver lining was that
my Canadian family were able to join in the
service which was a true blessing.

As part of our Lenten journey, as we attune
our ears and hearts to hear God’s call to share
his love with others, we have an opportunity
to show our care and concern for those
around us by supporting once more one of
the Hambleden Valley charities which is very
special to us.
During Lent we are repeating our Reverse
Advent Calendar Project, supporting the One
Can Trust Foodbank in High Wycombe. The
Trust was delighted by our contributions in
Advent and is desperately in need of more food

I look forward to meeting and worshipping
together as soon as we can.
Sue Lepp

Continued on page 5
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Opening Hours Moday - Sunday
Breakfast:
8 - 10 am

Lunch:
12 - 2.30pm

Dinner:
6 - 9.30pm

The Stag & Huntsman
at Hambleden
Tel: 01491 571227
www.thestagandhuntsman.com
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The perfect venue in the
middle of the beautiful
village of Hambleden.
Large hall, full kitchen
facilities, patio, WiFi,
hearing loop, free parking.
Hire by the hour or
by session.

For more details and prices contact Jamie Baker on 01491 410669 or
email: enquiries@hambledenvillagehall.org visit www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Turville Nursery,
Preschool
& Forest School

Come to explore
& get mucky
in a home-from-home
atmosphere

Expanding Educational Boundaries

Small classes and tailored learning
for children aged from 0 - 5 years old.
We would love to meet you!

01491 638 071

turvilleschool@evolution-childcare.co.uk
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My Life in the Hambleden Valley
I was born in
Bromley, and lived
in Hayes, Kent, with
my brother and
twin sisters. The war
started when I was 10
and, due to the threat
of raids, we went to
stay with an Aunt in
Turville. My maternal
grandparents lived in
Turville and married
in Fingest church, so I have many relatives in
the area. When I came down for the first time
I immediately loved the beautiful countryside
and safety.
In those days Mrs. Purcell had a corner shop in
Fingest with tea-rooms at the side. She did bed
& breakfast and was a stopping off place for
many cycling clubs that were around pre-war,
providing hearty teas for them.
After a few weeks, we returned to Hayes but
soon the Battle of Britain started and we lived
on the flight path to Biggin Hill, seeing clouds
of bombers darkening the sky, some dog fights
and even a German plane machine gunning
along our back gardens – sounds exciting, but
not at the time. We went back to Turville for
several weeks – SUPER!
Our last stay in Turville was towards the end
of the war when the doodlebugs started and
we rented a cottage for ourselves. I so enjoyed
walking to buy eggs from Murrage or meet
my sisters from the bus, back from London.
It was on those walks that I was spotted by
my husband to be Leslie Robinson, recently
wounded and discharged from the 8th Army.
Much has changed since the days when
my Great Uncle, Will Ayres, a wood turner/
bodger, worked in his workshop in the elevated
wooden building next to the Bull & Butcher
(now a car park). There’s a picture of him in
Turville church.
At the end of the war we returned to Hayes, I
finished my secretarial course and worked in the
City for about 3 years then moved to Murrage

as Jo Belshaw, Food Procurement Manager,
explains below.
We are looking to bring another 100
families (identified by schools to the east of
Wycombe) under our One Can wing by the
end of February, there’s no two ways around
it, we simply need more food.
Some facts and figures: the number of people
supported in February -

• In the week to 5/2/21, One Can Trust
supported 521 people, 209 children (40%)

• In the week to 5/2/21, parcels were
delivered to 253 homes.

• In March 2020, the average number of
people supported was 225 per week.
We are currently supporting 132% more
people compared with pre-COVID times. In
other words, we’re supporting 2.32 times as
many people as we were.
Jo has asked that we aim to collect the food
on their ‘most-needed’ shopping list, so do
check the website or Group Emails for up-todate items. https://onecantrust.org.uk/donate/
donate-food/
Thank you so much for all you contributed in
Advent, both in food and financial donations;
if you’re able to help once again, there will
be collection points at each church; Turville’s
Collection point is at The Vicarage. Please do
keep the One Can Trust, and all those they
support, in your prayers.
And may you know God’s blessing as we
journey through Lent together.
Shopping List: Rice (500g), Cooking sauce (not
pasta sauce), Halal meat, Tea, Toothbrushes,
Soap, Deodorant, Loo rolls, UHT milk, Tinned
mixed veg, Tinned fruit, Tinned tomatoes,
Meat meals, Baked beans, Healthy cereals (e.g.
Weetabix and porridge), Biscuits, Fresh fruit
and vegetables (esp. carrots, broccoli, onions
and bananas), Shampoo and conditioner.
Revd Sue Morton
5

Farm having married Leslie at Pheasants Hill
Church (then called Zion Chapel).
We had intended to move to our own larger
farm but the lovely thatched barn, cowsheds,
machinery and Singer car were all destroyed in
an arson attack by a local fire raiser. We carried
on and at least I had learned to hand milk so
could milk the cows.
Over the next few years, Tony was born at Valley
Cottage in Turville and later Dawn at Woolleys
Cottage (now the Bell House), Hambleden
where we stayed for many years enjoying
lovely views across the valley. Hambleden had
a saddlers, woodmill, blacksmiths, surgery,
hairdresser, library (certain days in the hall),
butchers, bakery and stores, post office, sports
club, pub and garage (dispensing petrol). Being
able to drive I took on the deliveries around the
valley for Arthur Wheeler, the butcher, which
was great fun, taking a very young Tony along
with me!
Eventually we moved to an estate house in
Coombe Terrace where we were both very
happy. I have such wonderful views over the
lovely Bath meadows which, this year, are
living up to their name, with small lakes of ice
which some dogs really enjoy skating on!
Evelyn Robinson

breaks through and brightens
our lives and enlightens
the forces that drive us,
the earth and its birth.
There are moments of waking
to wonder, to beauty:
to the green in the freshness
of leaves in the spring;
the blue of a whale that
breaks beyond surfing;
the stripes of a tiger
stark in the snow; moments
that linger, refusing to go.
There are moments when love
lifts us free to see, to give,
receive the gift of another;
when our focus is changed
to the needs of a neighbour;
Moments when we break
from the past, a feared future
to live for the living,
the dying, the now.
Jane Mann
Hambleden Valley Garden Club
In his talk by zoom in February, Charles
Dowding, the renowned proponent of ‘No
Dig’ gardening, showed many photos of
sturdy, healthy plants in his vegetable plots
indicating the success and advantages of
this method. The soil remains firm but not
compacted, aerated, not waterlogged and no
fertiliser or feed is required as biological activity
takes place as it does in nature with organisms
coming to the surface. He harvests 2 to 4 crops
a year on each plot with follow-on plantings,
interplanting and sometimes planting seedlings
as a bunch. His method, which can be used
on any type of soil, is to cover the ground
with cardboard for a season to eradicate the
weeds. Each year in the winter he lays 2 – 3 cms
of compost over the ground into which seeds
may be sown or seedlings planted. He makes
a slit to plant potatoes and there is no need
to dig for harvesting as they just pull up. Paths

Moments
(winner of the Salopian Poetry Society annual
prize)
There are moments in history,
when a printing press opens
and new thought expands,
when a wall comes down
and people break free;
moments of mystery
when desires are rewired
by a Gandhi, Mandela,
a future inspired.
There are moments in science
of searching, defiance
when, rare in their daring,
a Newton, a Faraday,
a Darwin, an Einstein

Continued on page 9
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N O W M O R E T H A N E V E R, O U R 1 5 0
Y E A R S O F E X P E R I E N C E M AT T E R S
Stephen Christie-Miller
Head of Office
01491 843 010
schristie-miller@savills.com

Charlie Chavasse
Residential Sales
01494 843 024
cchavasse@savills.com

Alex Lee
Head of Lettings
01491 843 015
arlee@savills.com

SAVILLS HENLEY | 58-60 BELL ST, HENLEY-ON-THAMES RG9 2BN | 01491 843000 | SAVILLS.COM
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Midway Chimney Sweeps and Linings
Chimney Sweeping and Boiler Cleaning

Member of National Association of Chimney Sweeps
Recommended by Coal, S.F.A.S. and Gas Board
ESTABLISHED OVER 30 YEARS

TELEPHONE: HIGH WYCOMBE (01494) 564321
Mobile 07850 196616

Peter the Painter
T/A Ideal Decorations

Interior and Exterior Decoration
32 Green Dragon Lane, Flackwell Heath, Bucks HP10 9JZ
Telephone: 01628 527865 Mobile: 07976 513652
peterthepainter@live.co.uk

Picture Framing

For all your framing and mirror needs.
Come to the workshop that deals in traditional framing techniques and contemporary mouldings, offering a wide selection of samples, mounts and specialist glass to choose from.

Damaged frames? Ornate or simple these can often be repaired.
Located at Watercroft Farm, Cadmore End Common, HP14 3PS
Telephone 01494 881527

• Loose Covers • Curtains•
• Re-Upholstery • Tracks and Poles •
TEN YEAR GUARANTEE

For personal, helpful service, please call
Tel: 01844 261769 • Mob: 0780 1182 400
grahamblake123@btconnect.com
www.grahamblake.com
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WILDLIFE
are covered with woodchips. He makes
compost with alternate layers of green and
brown material and uses a pile of fresh horse
manure to produce heat to germinate seeds in
trays in the polytunnel. Charles’s photos of his
vegetables, some in decorative arrangements,
with baskets of harvested produce were very
impressive. He has written books and runs
online courses for this ‘No Dig’ method.

own back gardens.
However, global warming seems to have
extended the drought areas in the Sahel in
central and southern Africa resulting in many
oases drying up on the bird migration route
from southern and west Africa. So, in the
last few years there have been fewer spring
migrants from Africa. The first migrant is
usually the Wheatear in early March but I did
not see one until early April. Swallow and Swift
numbers were well down on previous years. I
didn’t hear the Cuckoo, the Chiffchaff or the
Willow Warbler. It is said that the Cuckoo is
increasingly passing through our area en route
for the North. Blackcap Warblers, Whitethroats
and Garden Warblers were later in evidence
and a Spotted Flycatcher made a welcome
return to nest in my garden. I have not seen
the Turtledove for a decade.
As always, Red Kites were everywhere. After
they were introduced, the Common Buzzard
returned, mainly I think, because young
gamekeepers didn’t know the difference
between the species. In recent years the local
Ravens have done well. I was never sure where
they came from but certainly not from the Tower
of London. With a shortage of voles in January
and February, owls had a poor breeding season.
So, there was a decrease in numbers in both
the local Barn and Tawny Owl populations.
The Little Owl disappeared several years ago.
So too the Yellowhammer which was once a
common bird in the corn fields. However our
common garden birds and the Corvid family
i.e. Rooks, Crows, Jackdaws and Magpies were
much in evidence as in recent years.
May I encourage you to keep an eye on
your bird feeder with camera at the ready
for anything unusual and take a pair of
binoculars on your daily walk. If you think
ornithology might become your ‘thing’, visit
the RSPB website and treat yourself to one of
the recommended handbooks of Britain and
Europe. You will also find there are recordings
of bird song. Let me know if and when you see
or hear any of the migrants mentioned above.
Alfred Waller, alfred@wallerfawley.co.uk

In March, Andrew Ward of Norwell Nurseries
and Gardens, Northamptonshire, will give
his talk ‘Perennial Pleasures’ about unusual
varieties of plants which thrive and give real
impact. In April, Steven Desmond, Chartered
Horticulturalist, will give a talk titled ‘Bumps
and Ned: Lutyens and Jekyll in the Garden’.
Anyone is welcome to join these zoom talks.
For more information please phone Celia
Warren, 01491 638691.
Lizzie Arnott
WILDLIFE
Further to the Redwing
February magazine

article

Your nature correspondents needn’t fear about
the demise of redwings. In the field between our
house at Mill End and the Thames, normally
200 yards in the distance but now only 50 yds,
I saw over 50 redwings yesterday and a few
days before a large number of mixed redwings
and fieldfares. It seems a little later than usual,
but the numbers were greater than in previous
years. Today, redwings mixed with starlings.
Alan Brunskill
Feathered life in Fawley
pandemic year 2020

during

Nobody would be surprised if I said that 2020
was an unusual year. We were all locked in our
homes and gardens so my early morning walks
were somewhat restricted but, on the other
hand, the BBC had introduced a daily bird
‘Tweet’ so more people could report what they
had heard while comfortably sitting in their
9

HAMBLEDEN
HAMBLEDEN

£1500 each for a residential property and £3000
for a SME – there are eligibility requirements
for businesses. Currently there is funding from
Buckinghamshire Council to help meet the costs
of installation, which is allocated on a first come
first served basis. Bucks Council have not said
how long the funding will be in place for.
This would need support from the Parish
Council and from you as residents. A majority
of households would ultimately have to sign
up for a fibre service, as it is the applying for
and subsequent validation of the vouchers that
makes this a financially viable scheme. It is likely
that this would be done areas at a time, rather
than the whole parish simultaneously.
If you think this is something you would be
interested in, please contact the Parish Clerk
at: clerk@hambleden.org.uk to let the Parish
Council know. This is in extremely early stages,
but if all went to plan we would have a time
frame of approximately 15 months from the
initial communications with BT. The Rural
Gigabit scheme is currently paused until further
discussions by central government, but it would
be useful to know who would be interested if it
continues.
Lorna Coldwell

Broadband
Hambleden Parish Council has been
approached by a sub-committee of the South
West Community Board regarding broadband in
the parish. They would like to see all rural homes
have “future proof” broadband, meaning higher
speeds for all for the long term.
The hope would be to get FTTP – fibre direct
to premises – in all homes in the parish. FTTP
is “ultrafast” and far superior to superfast
broadband speeds. The village of Fawley set up a
community partnership with BT for this purpose
and now all houses there have a minimum of
100mbps – 300mps download speeds. Some
homes have opted to pay for the top end of
1000mps. Better speeds are a must in the new
era with so many people and children working
from home. Superfast, which most homes will
currently have, average a speed of typically
around 35mps. A further advantage of FTTP
is that upload speeds can be the same – these
are usually 5-10 times slower with superfast
broadband.
The idea is to use the government
Rural
Gigabit
Scheme
https://gigabitvoucher.culture.gov.uk/ - for a
group project to hopefully pay for the entire
parish. At the moment if a household has a
speed of less that 100mbps they are entitled to
a voucher from the government to support the
cost of installing fibre to the premises. A group
project would mean that residents and any small
to medium businesses get together to combine
their vouchers to go towards the costs of
installing FTTP. Vouchers are typically valued at

Hambleden WI February 2021
Whilst we all wait patiently for news of how and
when the latest lockdown restrictions are likely
to be lifted, the good news is that many of our
members have now either received or are about
to receive their first vaccinations. However in
anticipation of us not being able to resume group
activities, in person, for some time to come and
Continued on page 12

Hambleden Village Stores & Post Office
Visit our friendly store for your “One Stop Shop & Post Office Services”.
Open 7 Days a Week
We stock a wide variety of daily delivered locally sourced fresh meat, game and “award winning pies” from the well-established
award winning butcher, Vicars Game; buy in-store or next day delivery available.
We sell a wide range of produce from daily essentials to artisan cheeses, speciality Scotch Eggs, Laceys Farm dairy produce, fresh bread,
homemade filled rolls which are made in our own kitchen, fresh fruit & veg and a large selection of quality fine wines from local suppliers.
Join us for freshly brewed teas, coffee, cakes - Free Parking - Full banking facilities at the Post Office – Euros – Travel/Home/Pet Insurance
Open Monday – Saturday 8:00am – 17:00pm and Sunday 8:30am -13:00pm (in line with daylight saving hours – winter months)
58 The Village, Hambleden, Henley On Thames, RG9 6RT
01491 571201 - info@hambledenvillagestores.com
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CARPET, RUGS, UPHOLSTERY & STONE FLOOR CLEANING

EXTENDING THE LIFE OF YOUR CARPETS, RUGS, UPHOLSTERY & STONE FLOORS

The most thorough cleaning you’ve ever seen… or it’s FREE.
For Absolutely Fabulous cleaning of your carpets, upholstery,
rugs or stone floors, give us a call today 01491 540005
We have our own dedicated rug wash facility
Free collection and delivery of all rugs.
All floor tiles and grout cleaned, full restoration of
all natural stone floors (incl. marble floor polishing).
“Excellent time keeping, very courteous, excellent workmanship”     
“Honest, friendly, efficient and reliable”     
“Thorough, prompt, friendly, knowledgeable”     
“I would definitely recommend this company to all my friends and family.”     

www.abfab.uk.com

Holiday Villa to Let
www.corfubeachhouse.co.uk
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FRIETH
to support you in any way we can, so please
feel free to ask us. Our contact details are: www.
hambleden-wi.org    hambleden.wi@email.com
Sally-Ann Roberts

as staying connected is really important to all of
us, your Committee is busy organising a variety
of Zoom events for over the coming months. The
first of these will be on Thursday 11th March;
details to follow shortly.
The favourable feedback received from members
who took part in the quiz was gratefully received
and a big thank-you to all of the Committee for
helping to make it happen.
Additionally, many thanks to Jan and Inger for
recently having telephoned and chatted to all
members. Keeping in touch is vital and we were
very pleased to hear that members appreciated
the calls. Jan and Inger both reported enjoying
making the calls and felt it was a really worthwhile
exercise which as a Committee we will repeat.
The Book Club continues to flourish remotely via
Zoom. The next book is “Autumn’ by Ali Smith
and the next meeting is scheduled for Thursday
18th March. They would really welcome more
members and if anyone is interested please
contact either Inger or Frances.
Thank you to all our members for voting for the
NFWI resolutions. The resolution put forward
by Hambleden WI to Bucks Federation was: ‘A
call to increase awareness of the subtle signs of
Ovarian cancer’.
We look forward to being able to meet up with you
on March 11th via Zoom, and, in the meantime,
wish to emphasise that your Committee is here

FRIETH
Frieth CEC School
At Frieth CEC School
we continue with our
online learning, with
most children at home
and the children of
Critical Workers in
school. The teachers are
working hard to bring
the curriculum to life despite the restrictions.
Year 5, for example, recently held a Court Trial,
where lawyers supported the three little pigs to
prosecute the Big Bad Wolf for his crimes. Year
1 and 2 children are looking forward to their
‘Neverland’ theme after the half-term break.

Continued on page 15

Hambleden Valley Prayer Group
We have formed a contemplative listening and confidential prayer
group, forming a circle round the valley with God at the centre. If you
would like prayer please send a request to the email below:
hambledenvalleyprayergroup@gmail.com
From The Registers
Rest in Peace
January 22
January 22
January 22
February 2

Shirley Hillier
Kenneth Hillier
Lorna Breckin
Michael Cusden

Funeral and Burial, Turville
Burial of Ashes, Turville
Burial of Ashes, Turville
Funeral at Fingest and Cremation

Continued on page 15
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CALENDAR FOR MARCH 2021

www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk
New Pattern of Worship March 2021
As we gather together to worship God across the Hambleden Valley, here is our pattern of
services for the coming weeks. As we enter Lent this year, we are starting our Lent Course –
‘Come and See’ from the Diocese of Oxford. This is an opportunity for everyone to have a
look at the Christian faith. Please send an email to Jenny, to book for a place on the course,
running each Sunday and/or Wednesday throughout Lent. All updates are on our website.
No booking is necessary for the Daily Prayer and Sunday Zoom services.
Our administrator Jenny Neagle can assist with any queries, 07769 599616

or hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com
Sun 28 Feb

Wed 3 Mar
Fri 5 Mar
Sun 7 Mar
Wed 10 Mar
Sun 14 Mar

Wed 17 Mar
Sun 21 Mar
Wed 24 Mar
Sun 28 Mar

Wed 31 Mar

09:30

Sunday Zoom

Zoom

19:00
20.15
09:30
15:00
19:30
09:30
19:00
09:30

Lent Course
Compline
Daily Prayer
Lent Course
Footprints Service
Sunday Zoom
Lent Course
Daily Prayer

Zoom
Zoom
Zoom
Zoom
Zoom
Zoom
Zoom
Zoom

15:00

Lent Course

Zoom

09:30

Sunday Zoom - Mothering
Sunday

Zoom

19:00

Lent Course

Zoom

09:30

Daily Prayer

Zoom

15:00

Lent Course

Zoom

09:30

Sunday Zoom

Zoom

19:00

Lent Course

Zoom

09:30

Daily Prayer

Zoom

15:00

Lent Course

Zoom

09:30

Sunday Zoom - Palm Sunday

Zoom

19:00

Lent Course

Zoom

20.15

Compline

Zoom

09:30

Daily Prayer

Zoom

15:00

Lent Course

Zoom

Looking Ahead
Fri 2 Apr

Good Friday

Sun 4 Apr

Easter Sunday
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The Frog at Skirmett, Henley-on-Thames
(Closed Sunday Evening –– November to May)
Non-smoking Restaurant with an unusual selection of New English,
French and Mediterranean style food.
Food is served for LUNCH and DINNER 7 days a week, May to November
Family room for children. En-suite accommodation. 36 seat function room

21‐23 Little Marlow Road Marlow

Tel: 01491 638996 01628
Fax:898866
01491 638045

21‐23 Little Marlow Road Marlow

891 London Road, High Wycombe

01628 898866

01494 472572

•
•
•
•

891 London Road, High Wycombe

Traditional and Alternative Funerals
24 Hour Attendance
Pre‐Payment Plan
Home visits by appointment

01494 472572

•
•
•
•

21‐23 Little Marlow Road Marlow

Traditional and Alternative Funerals
24 Hour Attendance
Pre‐Payment Plan
Home visits by appointment

01628 898866
21‐23 Little Marlow Road Marlow
All breeds of Dogs and Cats • Long Coats a speciality
891 London Road, High Wycombe
Collection or home service by arrangement
01628
898866
01494 472572
MAIDENHEAD-MARLOW-HENLEY
PROFESSIONAL & CARING
891 London
Road,
High
Wycombe
• Traditional and Alternative Funerals
With 35 Years’ Experience
24 Hour472572
Attendance
01494
Pre‐Payment Plan

•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Clipping/Hand Stripping

Rotten Row Farm • Hambleden
Henley-on-Thames • Oxon
Tel: 01491 636140
www.coatandtails-Hambleden.co.uk

Home visits by appointment

Traditional and Alternative Funerals
24 Hour Attendance
Pre‐Payment Plan
Home visits by appointment

Whatever you want to store...
...for whatever reason - house sale and purchase
not coinciding, travelling, house building work,
paperwork overload or even “de-cluttering” to
sell your house more quickly - we offer a
friendly and flexible local service.
With competitive rates, secure storage
and hassle free 24/7 access,
contact us now!

01189 404163

www.barn-store.co.uk
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FINGEST AND MEDMENHAM
Ever mindful of the wellbeing of our children and
families, we introduced ‘Wellbeing Wednesday’
activities for our community and have enjoyed
practical and physical activities, both inside and
outside, including hand/foot painting, walks with
Dudley the dog and baking cakes.
Tina Nowell, Headteacher

droppings. In the mid-1930s Dennis Montefiore
purchased land in Chequers Lane to the north
of St. Bartholomew’s Church, Fingest. He had
a house built near the site of the old 14th century
manor house (also known as the Bishop’s
Palace). The house was named Tingehurst and
he moved there with his family in 1936. In recent
years Tingehurst has been altered and enlarged.
Its name was changed in the 1970s and the
property is now known as Fingest Manor. On
retirement from the pulling the cart at the egg
farm the donkey enjoyed its days living in a field
next to Tingehurst in Chequers Lane.
Don Boreham

FINGEST
Fingest Past

MEDMENHAM
Medmenham Pottery

	
  	
  

Fingest Egg Farm

Fingest Farmers 1900-1947 (3) – During
the early 1930s Dennis Montefiore and his family
were living in The Old Rectory, Fingest. In 1931
he was farming as an egg producer at the Fingest
Egg Farm. The farm was situated in the second
field from The Old Rectory along Fingest Lane,
next to the track leading to Hanger Wood (see
map, Fingest Farmers 1900-1947 (1)). There
was a wooden archway over the entrance to
the farm. On top of each side support to the
arch was a wooden cut-out of an eggcup. A
donkey cart was used to transport the chicken

If you would like a stroll with a difference, take
a look at Westfield Cottages - first left after the
Dog and Badger pub going towards Henley.
Over the door of each cottage you will see

Skirmett	
  Village	
  Hall	
  

A	
  bright	
  lovely	
  hall	
  with	
  fully	
  equipped	
  kitchen	
  
in	
  the	
  Hambleden	
  Valley	
  available	
  for	
  
meetings,	
  workshops	
  classes	
  and	
  parties.	
  
Website:	
  Skirmettvillagehall.org.	
  For	
  bookings	
  
Contact	
  Mandy	
  Heller	
  01491638355	
  

	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  

15

a sculpted semi circular panel depicting
the seasonal changes in the labour of the
farm workers. The images are of ploughing,
sowing, harvesting, picking fruit, herding
animals, milking, and threshing - check out
the tiny mouse eyeing a bag of corn. My own
cottage has what I thought was a poor man
gathering winter fuel. Later I realised that he
is cutting willow for weaving into fences and
hurdles.
These delightful panels were the work of
Conrad Dressler (1856 to 1940). He was
a very successful sculptor and co-founder
of the Medmenham Pottery based in
Marlow Common. Dressler designed and
manufactured Arts and Crafts pottery on the
lines championed by William Morris. Dressler
admired William Morris and followed his
philosophy of using local materials and labour.
Dressler lived in the White Cottage (now
Monks Corner) in Marlow Common where
the Medmenham Pottery was established.
The house has a fabulous ceramic frieze
running round the exterior. The 25 foot highly
coloured frieze shows women working and
is entitled ‘Industry’. The service wing (now
Jerome Cottage) displays another lovely piece
- a monochrome frieze of laundry women
who might have walked off the Parthenon.

Medmenham tiles attracted the attention of
architects and they were used in prestigious
locations such as the Law Society’s Hall,
Sunlight Chambers in Dublin and the Hospital
for Women in Soho Square.
Sadly, Dressler became disillusioned with
the Pottery and by 1905 production at
Medmenham ceased and the business moved
to Staffordshire. In order to support his family
Dressler reluctantly turned to the technical
aspect of ceramics. He developed a white
glaze for tiles and the so-called Tunnel kiln
which could produce a huge volume of these
tiles for hospitals, industrial and commercial
buildings. In later life Dressler lamented the
fact that he had started out as a sculptor but
had changed into a reluctant, but successful,
entrepreneur. We at least can enjoy the lovely
ceramics that he left behind on our local
buildings.
Lalage Allison

Dressler’s sponsor was the magnate Robert
Hudson of Sunlight Soap fame who bought
Medmenham Abbey and built Danesfield
House. Originally all the many bathrooms
of Danesfield were decorated with Dressler’s
exotic designs but now only one remains.
The individuality and handmade look of

Photos: Robert Smith

Henley Road, Medmenham, Near Marlow, SL7 2EU
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A Family Run Independent Funeral Service
24 hours service | Private client parking | Private chapel of rest
Free home visits | Pre-paid funeral plans | Full written estimate

Tel: (01491) 573370
www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-On-Thames, RG9 1AG

J. A. Brakspear Plumbing & Heating LTD
Tel/Fax: 01491 575428
E-mail: JohnBrakspear@gmail.com

Bathroom renovations • Boilers Replaced
Heating system Maintenance and Installation
Free Estimates • No Job Too Small

D. J. Macleod
Tree Surgery, Felling, Planting and Hedge Cutting
Fencing and Gates Supplied and Erected

Quality Firewood for Sale
Producer and Supplier of Wood Chips
Cedar Cottage, Parmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 6NN
Mobile 07850 724023

01494 882901
www.donlogs.com
e-mail: donlogs@hotmail.com
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12388

Turville Northend Village Hall
Large Hall, Committee Room, Kitchen, Private Terrace, Parking.
Available for: Meetings, Workshops, Parties, Weddings, Classes.
For further information & bookings visit: www.thevillagehall.co.uk
Turville Northend Village Hall, Northend, Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire RG9 6LJ
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JGB29389 Turville Village one sided v2 041218.indd 1
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W. J. Webb & Son Ltd.
(Established 1968)

BUILDERS and DECORATORS
CONVERSIONS and GENERAL REPAIRS
Hambleden, Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 571366
e-mail: wjwebbandson@googlemail.com
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Edward Briscoe MIPW

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY
£250* per person

Covers Health & Finance 2 home visits, advice and certification * OPG charges of £82 per application are extra

WILLS IN ENGLISH

Turning your Will into your Deed
Wills from £100 if you don’t have one - Compliant with the IPW code of practice
Bakery Lodge Skirmett RG9 6TD * Phone: 07962 157843 01491 638075 * Email: edward@willsinenglish.com
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ADVERTISEMENTS
Corfu –– comfortable
sea-edge villa in Durrell
country to let privately.
Between Kassiopi and St
Stefanos. Direct BA flights
from LHR Ter.5.
www.corfubeachhouse.co.uk Armstrong 01491 571324
North Cornwall,
Harlyn Bay Padstow 4 miles. Family cottage with garden. Sleeps 6.
Quiet lane with footpath leading to
huge sandy beach. Excellent surfing,
walking, golf. Very reasonable rents.
Beck- Burridge 01491 413171.
Computer Problems?
Local help in fixing problems, selecting systems and personal tuition
including email/ internet. Contact
Matt on 01491 575998 or 07821
592928.
Mulberry Flooring.
Specialists in wood floor
restoration. Please call for free quote
01494 535348.
Bed and Breakfast in a period
farmhouse in Skirmett. Spacious
double en-suite bedroom. Peaceful
location and beautiful views. Tel.
01491 638355 or visit
poynattscottage.com
Rock, North Cornwall. Old cottage by the beach, newly refurbished,

sleeps 8. Available for holiday lets.
Contact Mandy Heller on 01491
638355 or johnheller@poynattscottage.com
Salcombe, South Devon. Three
bedroom cottage, recent refurb,
stunning estuary views, quiet & close
to town centre, sleeps six,easy access
beaches/walks, holiday lets throughout year, 01491 577344
The Pet Feeders - We
look after your pets when
you can’t. Local firm,
insured/CRB checked.
www.thepetfeeders.com.
Mobile: 0753 100 7419. Email:
info@thepetfeeders.com
Valencia Large Luxury
Family Villa with Pool and
Tennis Court. 15 mins from the City
Centre, 10 mins from the Airport.
Sleeps 14
comfortably, 6 bedrooms /
4 bathrooms. Visit www.
homeaway.co.uk/p1029900 to see
our reviews. Contact Virginia or Andy
Coombes for more information on
01491639419/ 07860847256
Snowdonian Cottage. Cosy and
comfortable traditional 3 bed stone
cottages sleeps 6, wood burner and
wi-fi, in coastal village, Llwyngwril
on the Welsh Coastal Path. An ideal
base to enjoy and explore ‘the most
dramatic and alluring region in
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Wales’. Beaches, mountains, River
Mawdach and Dyfi Estuaries, lakes
and so much more. Dog Friendly.
Contact Euan McCrindle 07713
952495 / 01628 475644 or email
euanmccrindle@hotmail.com for
more information and detail.
Music Teacher! - Qualified
musician offering great value
Piano and Vocal lessons. 5 Years
Experience, Fun and engaging
lessons for all ages and abilities.
Contact Sasha Steventon (BMus) on
07740 289467 or bluemicmusic@
outlook.com
www.bluemicmusic.co.uk
Professional Dog Walking
Service. Group or individual dog
walks; home visit (feed & fuss)
service; Day boarding also available.
Jo Walker 01491 638775 / 07768
327128 jo@purelana.com. For rates
go to:
www.walkies-with-jo.weebly.com
Isle of Mull. The Bothy sleeps 4,
available for weekly holiday lets,
and The Studio sleeps 2, available
for 2-5 nights. An ideal peaceful
location for exploring this beautiful
island. Wonderful panoramic views,
walks, beaches, wildlife. Visit www.
thesmithymull.co.uk for more
information.

HAMBLEDEN
SPORTS & SOCIAL CLUB

Have you ever ventured inside the Hambleden Social Club?
Hambleden Sports and Social Club is a community organisation providing sporting facilities
on the Dene in Hambleden, as well as a Social Club in the village centre. The current sporting
sections are cricket, tennis, football and pool.
Take a look at our website at hambledenssc.co.uk for more information.
The Social Club is situated in the centre of Hambleden Village, to the left of the Post
Office/Shop. The club is a members club which allows us to provide alcohol and soft drinks at
low prices, for consumption by our members and their guests. The Social Club offers fruit
machines, pool table, darts, TV, comfortable seating and a friendly atmosphere!
Membership:- £25 per year or £13 for OAPs and Students
Opening hours:- 8pm - 11pm (Tuesday – Saturday)
You can also hire the Social Club for meetings during the day and functions in the evening.
Please contact Pat Eldridge 01491 576067 for more information.
We are lucky to have this facility in our wonderful valley, please do pop in and take a
look for yourself!
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Your lawn, our
expertise...
perfect!

care

Your lawn, our
lawn expertise...
careperfect!
SEE RESULTS IN JUST

A Corporate Member

Certificate Number 8302
ISO 9001

10 DAYS

Your lawn, our
expertise...
For a FREE quotation call

Tel: 0800 326 5017

www.lawnmaster.co.uk

Or just text ‘lawn’ and your postcode to 60777 and we will call you.

SEE RESULTS IN JUST
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/LawnMasterUK

@LawnMasterUK

/LawnMasterTV

CHURCH AND VILLAGE ACTIVITIES AND CONTACTS
Hambleden Valley Group of Churches

Frieth (St John the Evangelist)

Priest-in-Charge: The Revd. Sue Lepp,
07930 520562, revdsuelepp@gmail.com

Churchwarden: Judy Hunt, 01494 882227,
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com

Associate Priest: The Revd Sue Morton,
01491 639286, suemorton131@gmail.com

Village Hall Bookings:
website www.friethvillagehall.org
email friethvillagehall@gmail.com
Tel 01494 880737

Licensed Lay Minister:
John Kimberley, 01491 413155
lordkimberley@gmail.com

Uniformed organisations: Lesley Ansell,
01494 882665 (after 4 pm)

Director of Music and Choir:
Christine Wells BEM, 01491 571588,
c@wells.vnworks.net

Rainbows and Brownies:
Mrs Lesley Ansell, Rainbows now meet on
Mondays from 5pm - 6pm
friethrainbows@hotmail.co.uk, 01494 882665
Miss Katherine Gomme now runs Brownies
Brownies now meet on Mondays from 6pm
- 7.30pm
friethbrownies@hotmail.com, 07545549910

Group Treasurer: David Napier, 01491
574230, david_napier@btopenworld.com
Group Administrator: Jenny Neagle, 07769
599616,
hambledenvalleyoffice@gmail.com
Baptisms: Vicky Hollier, 01491 638760,
vickyhollier@aol.com

Frieth Natural History Society:
Alan Gudge, 01494 881464

Weddings and Blessings: Paul and Lynda
Marston-Weston 01494 883188
hambledenvalleyweddings@gmail.com

Frieth Village Society: Caroline Walker
01494 882333

Tea Club: St. Katharine’s, Parmoor,
Tuesdays, 3 - 4.30pm
Sue Brice, 01494 882084,
sue.brice@btconnect.com or Gillian Loveridge,
01491 638895, mail@dandgloveridge.plus.com

Frieth Lunch Club: meets on last
Thursday of the month at the Yew Tree Pub.
Judy Hunt, 01494 882227
ajh.claypit1@btinternet.com

Barney's Toddler Group: Frieth Village Hall,
Usually 2nd Fridays during term time 1.30-3pm
with Café in last half hour.
Revd Sue Morton 01491 639286 or
Sarah Hunt sarahhunt76@hotmail.co.uk

Hambleden (St Mary the Virgin)

Website:
www.hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk

Verger, weddings and funerals:
Stuart Wright 01491 571135

Fawley (St Mary the Virgin)

Bell Ringing: Fri 7.45pm practice, Helen or
Karen, hambledenbells@mycomputer.email

Churchwarden:
Jill Steward 01491 571320
jillsteward@hambleden.com

Churchwarden: David Napier,
01491 574230,
david_napier@btopenworld.com

Village Hall Bookings: Jamie Baker,
01491 410669, www.hambledenvillagehall.org

Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting and
Village Hall booking:
Mark Turner, 07740 700750

Women’s Institute:
Sarah Williams, 07817 120339
Pilates: Mondays 11 – 12 Fran Presho,
07951 019594

Fingest (St Bartholomew)
Churchwardens:
Brian Barnes, 01494 882613,
brianbarnes346@gmail.com

Bridge Club: Fridays 1.30 – 4.30
Frances Cugnoni, 01491 576409
Hambleden Social and Sports Club: Open
daily from 8 pm Pat Eldridge,
01491 576067

Jill Dean, 01491 638678,
jill@sundawn.uk.com
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Tennis Club: Heather Symons,
01491 577344, heathersymons16@hotmail.com

Turville Northend
Village Hall Bookings:
David & Susan Faragher 01491 638960 or
07563 903678, davidfaragher@fastmail.fm
smfaragher@fastmail.fm

Tennis Coaching: Chris Marshall,
07801 999230, chrismarshall20@hotmail.com
Yoga: Monday 7pm-8.30pm
Debbie Flavell, 01491 414403,
debby@debbyflavell.com
Indoor Market: Hambleden, 2nd Saturday in
Month (except January)
Circle Dance Thursday 7pm – 8.30pm
Debby Flavell 01491 414403
debby@debbyflavell.com

Pilates: Tues 5.55pm - 6.55pm & 7pm - 8pm.
www.pilat-ease.co.uk
Yoga: Saturday 8.45-9.45am,
Tiffany 07785 615583
Parish Council Contacts
Hambleden: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell
01494 881483, clerk@hambleden.org.uk,
www.hambleden.org.uk
Medmenham: Parish Clerk Carole Burslem
01494 449215, mpc.clerk@gmail.com
Turville: Parish Clerk Lorna Coldwell,
01494 881483, turvilleparishcouncil@gmail.
com, www.turvilleparishcouncil.org.uk
Fawley: Clerk to Fawley Parish Meeting
Mr Ross McDonald, 07769 971252
r.mcdonald2007@yahoo.co.uk

Medmenham (St Peter and St Paul)
Churchwardens: Dennis Harwood,
01628 810143,
dennis.harwood411@btinternet.com
Angela Magee, 01628 484043,
angela.magee@yahoo.co.uk
Village Hall Bookings: Emma Tentori,
07759 014396
Uniformed organisations:
1st Danesfield Scouts, Cubs and
Beavers: leader Nick Currie,
enquiries@danesfieldscouts.org.uk
Medmenham Matters: Jo Baxter, 01491
573901, medmenhammatters@yahoo.co.uk

Magazine details
Editor: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288,
editor@hambleden-valley-churches.org.uk
New subscriptions: Penny McLeish,
01491 571288, penny_mcleish@hotmail.com

Skirmett
Village Hall Bookings: Mandy Heller, 01491
638355 www.skirmettvillagehall.org
Pilates: Mon 11.15am – 12.15 pm
Julia Farey, 07747 825 830
Hambleden Valley Garden Club: Meetings
Oct-Mar on first Tuesday each month at Skirmett
Village Hall 7.30. Contact Celia Warren, 01491
638691.

Advertising Manager: David Napier,
01491 574230, david_napier@btopenworld.
com
Distributors:
Fawley: Hilary Beck-Burridge, 01491 413171;
Fingest: Brian Barnes, 01494 882613;
Frieth: Tony Parkins, 01494 882170;
Hambleden: Samantha Webb, 01491 414418;
Medmenham: Jim Tilbury, 01628 487135;
Mill End: Robert Spicer, 01491 577747;
Northend: Susie Phillips, 01491639584;
Elizabeth Arnott, 01491 638337,
Sarah Evans, 01491 639240;
Pheasants Hill: Kate Hussey, 01491 576913;
Skirmett: Bessie Webb, 01491 638574;
Southend: Valmai Pickett 01491 638523;
Turville: Christine Massey, 01491 638679;
Woodend: Helen Balkwell, 01628 471403.
Postal Distributor: Charles and Kate
Hussey, 01491 576913

Turville (St Mary the Virgin)
Church Warden:
Anne Jones, 01491 639344,
annejones.tur@btopenworld.com
Bell Ringing: Sat 4pm practice,
Ann Lazur, 01491 638039
Sunday School: Sara Harman,
01491 639211
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Telephone
01491 574644		

Established
1906

FAMILY RUN INDEPENDENT MEMORIAL MASONS

36 READING ROAD, HENLEY ON THAMES, RG9 1AG
www.etsheppard.co.uk info@etsheppard.co.uk
Private Car Parking

TWIGGER

TREES

TWIGGER

TREES
TOTAL TREE CARE and FOREST MANAGEMENT
Arboricultural tree climbing
Dangerous tree removal
Woodland thinning
Directional winch felling
Building site tree clearance

S E A S O N E D F I R E WO O D F O R S A L E

Eco friendly material disposal NPTC
qualified and Fully insured

C O M P E T I T I V E P R I C I N G A N D G E N E R O U S L OA D S

Competitive pricing with free quotations

TO B E AT T H E W I N T E R R U S H

24/7 EMERGENCY CALL OUT

T

07951 274 259 T

E07951
t r o274
y @ 259
t w i g g e r t r e e s . c o .Eu k troy@twiggertrees.co.uk
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C A L L N OW !

W twiggertrees.co.uk
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Your local experts.
If you are thinking of selling your
home, or would like some advice
on the current market in the
Hambleden Valley, please contact
the Henley office.
Nick Warner
Office Head, Partner
nick.warner@knightfrank.com
Matt Davies
Associate
matt.davies@knightfrank.com
Alexander Risdon
Partner
alexander.risdon@knightfrank.com
Knight Frank Henley
Knight Frank LLP
20 Thameside,
Henley-on-Thames
RG9 2LJ
01491738098

Connecting people &
property, perfectly.
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Advice you
can trust,
experience y
Advice you
can
depend
o
can trust,
experience
Local people,you
looking after Local people.
can depend on.

Local people, looking after Local people.
Tel: 01491 411066
sales@timpeers.com

lettings@timpeers.com

Tim Peers Estate Agents | 19 Duke Street
Henley-on-Thames | Oxfordshire | RG9 1UR

Tel: 01491 411066

sales@timpeers.com lettin

Tim Peers Estate Agents | 19 Duke St
Henley-on-Thames | Oxfordshire | RG

www.timpeers.com

